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Introduction 


Times do change! [If nothing else, the Wolcott Centennial Book illus- 
trates the great changes that have taken place within the relatively short 
span of one hundred years. Even the last fifty years, or the period since 
World War II have been times of alterations in the physical appearance of 
our community, and in the mode of life followed by many of our citizens. 


The Centennial History Book Committee feels that it has produced an 
excellent book, and hopes that its readers will find it so. It has natur- 
ally been impossible to cover in its entirety everything that has happened 
in the past. We have tried to give a representative description of people 
and events. Errors have, no doubt, crept in, and often there has been con- 
flicting evidence. [In such cases those facts which seem best verified have 
been used. Every effort has been made to insure factual accuracy, and we 
feel that our book is frobably more accurate than some of the older hist- 
ories. [Jf any errors or omissions have occured we are sorry. 


_ Without the aid of many people this book could not have been written. 
It is impossible to name all the people who contributed photographs, ideas, 
write-ups, information, etc. Especial thanks go to Harry Emond for the use 
of his old glass photo negatives. Many others also contributed pictures. 
Centennial photographers were our own Loren Foulk and Mr. Kizer of Monti- 
cello. Mr. Baumer of Kentland re-touched and printed many older photos and 
pictures that otherwise might not have been usable. The D & L Printing Co. 
of Lafayette printed the book. We also wish to thank Emma Parks, Mrs.Hemp- 
hill, Ed Sell, Walter Baker, Esther St. Pierre, Mrs. William Dowsey of Mon- 
ticello, Taber Spencer, Mrs. Leo Gerling, and the White County Historical 
Society for information. 

Virginia Dodson wrote most of the historical sketches. Velma Nordyke 
wrote the section dealing with pioneer families, farms, and the Charles 
Wolf Band. Richard M. Wheeler wrote the sections dealing with the Wolcott 
family and the Wolcott House and miscellaneous matters while editing the 
book. Mabel Griffin wrote the part on West Point Township and Mrs. Doro- 
thy Shoop the article on Round Grove Township. Other parts were written 
by Mrs. Emma Parks, L. Bert Emond, Roy Grugel, and Arthur Powell. Mr. & 
Mrs. W. A. Stanley and Robert Foster collected names of war veterans. The 
ones who wrote the sections on the organizations and the churches are tru- 
ly unsung heroes. A listing of general books used can be found in a bib- 
liography in the back of the book. Some corrections have also been made 
in an errata section in the same place. 


Best Wishes to Wolcott for another hundred years? 
The Editor 
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Indian Dominion and Exodus 


The history of our community didn't begin just one 
hundred years ago. Originally the Pottawattomi Tribe of 
Indians had exclusive control over this part of the cou- 
ntry, their territory extending from the Rock River in 
the west to the Scioto River in the East, and from the 
lakes on the North to the Ohio River on the South, now 
embraced in the states of [llinois, Indiana and Ohio. 
Later, owing to the fact that theIndian Tribes were 
being pressed westward by the enroachment of the whites, 
they were confined very largely to northern Indiana and 
Illinois. They were very bold and warlike and maintain- 
ed a hostile attitude toward the early pioneers. They 
joined the French against the Iroquois and the English and after their decisive def- 
eat at the Battle of Tippecanoe joined with the English against the Americans until 
the close of the War of 1812. After this they were friends to the Americans, assist- 


ing us in fights with other tribes. 


The northern part of Indiana was their last place of abode east of the Mississ- 
ippi. After their defeat and the destructionof their principal villages at the mouth 
of the Tippecanoe River, the remnant of that tribe fled north and settled at various 
points on the river (two within the limits of White County) and built villages. Small 
Patches of ground were cultivated in corn, the labor being performed by the squaws. 
This menial labor was beneath the dignity of the men, who chose war or the chase. In 
old age they were installed members of what they called the council. 

When the white people came to this country in the early 1830's they found these 
Pottawattamies along the banks of the Tippecanoe River and scattered settlements west- 
ward, cultivating small patches of corn, pumpkins, souashes and potatoes. Their man- 
ners and customs did not appeal tothe settlers and they were glad to see the last of 
them. The largest Indian village inthe ccunty at the time of the first settlement by 
the whites was on the east bank of the Tippecanoe River about five miles north from 


Monticello. It was near the river crossing known as Holmes Ford. There were about one 
hundred wigwams and three or four hundred of the Pottawattamie Tribesmen. Others of 
the tribe were in scattered settlements westward in the county. They were extremely 
hospitable and insisted on entertaining their new neighbors whenever opportunity off- 
ered. The victims were, as a rule, satisfied with one meal, afterward giving their 
town a wide berth and not partaking of another with them, if in any way they could 
avoid it. They were inverterate beggars and gave the settlers much trouble and annoy- 
ance by their desire to appropriate to their own use, any personal property which they 
could carry away. Great was the joy of the settlers when they were removed to their 


reservations. 


The final removal of the Pottawattamies from this section was made in the fall 
of 1838. They were unwilling to go. Col. Abel Pepper, U. S. Indian Agent, then stat- 
ioned at Logansport, with a company of militia and enlisted men, led them on their 
exodus. Sixty wagons were provided to haul those unable to march. On Sept. 4,1838, at 
their principal village at Twin Lakes in Marshall County, under Chief Menominee, ab- 
out a thousand of all ages reluctantly began their long and solemn march toward the 
setting sun. At Twin Lakes they had one of their strongest villages. They had a cha- 
pel, inwhich many were converted to Christianity under Father Petit, a missionary in 
Indiana at that time. 


They marched south down through Logansport and Lafayette. Indians in outlying 
settlements throughout this section of White County were ushered in the march. Gen. 
Tipton, head of the enlisted men conducted the march from Lafayette on to Danville, 
Illinois, where he turned them over to Judge William Polk, who took them to their 
reservation west of the Missouri River. It is said they formed a mournful spectacle 
retiring from their homes and the graves of their ancestors. Many of the whites had 
great sympathy for this sad band of Indians and thought they were wrongfully treated 
in their forcible removal, although by their chief's consent they had agreed to move 


west. 


It was said, that, often along the march one of the party would dart out into 
the brush and break back to his old encampment on the Tippecanoe, declaring he would 
rather die than be banished from his country. Thus scores of emigrants returned from 
different points on their journey and it was several years before they could be in- 
duced to join their tribesmen west of the Mississippi. About one hundred fifty died 
along theway and, after a hard and painful journey finally reached their new home in 


Missouri. 


Prairie Country Becomes 
A New County 


The prairie country of White County before it was settled to any extent had 
few roads, and a traveler might ride for hours without meeting or seeing anyone. 
The most notable plant in this natural meadow was blue-joint grass. The blue stem 
ordinarily grew to the height of a man's shoulder, but sometimes so tall as to con- 
ceal a man on horseback. Cattle, sheep, and horses were very fond of it. Cut and 
cured as hay it was thought to be as good as the best cultivated grasses. The blue- 
stem endured burnings and thrived lustily after a prairie fire. When fields and 


fences came, it soon dissapeared and has become almost extinct. 


Prior to 1834, the northern part of the state of Indiana was unorganized ter- 
ritory. Travelers crossing these wst unsettled plains were often overtaken by storms. 
There were no wind breaks or trees, fences, houses or hedges, and the traveler suf- 
fered great privations and even loss of life from these windstorms that swept acr- 
oss the many miles of open prairies. However, the pioneer spirit leaped forward and 
on came the covered wagons, bringing the settlers and their worldly goods. Over the 


prairies they came into the unknown. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Thompson and small daughter Eliza Jane were said to be the 
first white settlers in what is now White county. They settled along Big Creek, 
southwest of where Monticello later sprang up. Many settlers followed, and by the 
1833 - 1834 Legislative Session Enactment, a new county, known as White, was formed. 
It was not until 1840 that the present boundaries were formed, however. In April 
1834 the new county was formed to be known as White, in honor of Major Isaac White 


who fell at the battle of Tippecanoe. 
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White County, formed by act of the Indiana Legislature February l, 1834, becom- 
ing effective April 1, 1834. Named in honor of Major Isaac White who fell in the Bat- 
tle of Tippecanoe November 7, 1811. 


Princeton - The New Township 


The first real settlement in what was later Princeton Township had its origin in 
a part known as Palestine. Joseph Stuart, a young hunter and trapper without a family 
was the first white man to settle within the limits of Princeton Township. He entered 
forty acres in section 2, in the northwest corner of the township on the 10th of Dec- 
ember 1842, and built a cabin on the sand ridge. 

In the fall of 1842, Henry Pugh, Nathaniel Rogers, and John Cain, arrived at a 
place now known as Palestine, and began the erection of three hewed log houses. Pugh 
did the hewing for all the houses. The Pugh and Cain houses were sixteen by twenty 


feet and the Rogers house was sixteen by twenty two feet. In January 1843 Pugh moved 


his family from Union Township and began life in the newly built hewn log cabin, in 
this land of Palestine. This family is said to have been the first one to have com- 
menced permanent settlement in the township. A few squatters had lived a few months 
in the township in 1842. In the spring of 1843, Nathaniel Rogers, and John Cain and 
their families became residents of the Palestine settlement. To Nathaniel and Rebecca 
Rogers, is supposed to have been the first white child born in the township, in April 
1844. It is thought that the first schoolhouse in the township was built in this land 
of Palestine. 

In the spring of 1843, a settlement was being made to the west, known as Black 
Oak Point. James Brown from Ohio came and built the first cabin here. It was fourteen 
by eighteen feet, with one window and a puncheon floor. Brown was soon followed by 
Gooddale, Hemphill and Myrtle. A man by the name of Porter was the first to have died 
in what is now Princeton Township. He was buried in what has since been known as the 


Dobbins Cementry. 


Some of the other first settlers coming into the township and settling were John 
Nyce 1842, Daniel Nyce 1842, Hiram Jacobs 1845, Robert Nordyke 1845, John Birch 1845, 
Mortimer Dyer 1845, Jackson McKillip 1845, Adin Nordyke 1845, George Johnson 1845, 
Israel Nordyke 1846, Leander Jewett 1846, Jacob Evans 1846, Nathaniel Evans 1846, Jon- 
athan Ezra 1846, William Bunnell 1846, Hiram Lear 1847, William Blake 1847, Anson Jew- 
ett 1847, James McKillip 1847, William Wynkoop 1847, James Boulden 1850, Richard Boul- 
den 1850, Erasmus Kendall 1850, Andrew Spencer 1850, Jackson Dobbins 1850, William 
Dobbins 1850, Abram Smith 1850, John Dobbins 1850, Jacob Spangle 1851, Christopher 
Hardy 1851, John F. Lear 1852, William Kenney 1853, John B. Bunnell 1853, and Andrew 
Spencer 1854. 

By the spring of 1844, there were enough settlers to warrant a seperate govern- 
ment, and in March they presented to the court of the county commissioners, a petition 
for a new township. Cornelious Van Der Volgen suggested that it be called Princeton, 
in honor of the grand old vessel in which he "came over" from England in 1843. The 
body accepted the name and announced the boundaries of the new township. It was further 


ordered by the board, that the elections of Princeton Township should be held at the 
5 


house of Jordan Cain and James G. Brown was appointed Inspector of Elections for the 
first year. However, by an order of the board, the place of holding elections was 
changed to the house of Daniel Nyce, June 3, 1844. 

Princeton Township is one of the largest in the county. There were extensive 
prairies, and tothe west groves of oak wood. At this time there were great flocks of 


deer and the wolves were numerous. 


The eastern and northern part of the township contained all the timber,- occupying 
about one third of whole areaof the township. A branch of the Little Monon Creek, is 
the only running stream in the township. It is the only natural outlet for the vast 
body of water accumulating on the land during the rainy season. Much of the land sub- 
murged, was below the levelof the bottomof the stream, and the settlers were compel- 
led to await the slow process of evaporation torid themselves of this surplus water. 


A portion of the township was covered with water all year. The vast body of stagnant 
water on the ground poisoned the air. Added to this, was the total absence of pure 
water for household use. It is alleged that for ten years after the first settlement, 
there was not a drop of absolutely pure water to be procured in the township. This 
caused much sickness. The year of 1844 was a wet one, adding tothe serious condition. 
Old settlers say it commenced to rainonthe 10th of May and rained almost constantly 
until the 4th of July. One old pioneer told that it rained so hard and long that for 
two days and a night the water stood six inches deep all over his cabin, and he was 
compelled to get under the table to keep out of the rain. The ague commenced in earn- 
est. For several years the house of John H. Lear was known as the quinine depot for 
all that section of the country. He would purchase the drug in large quantities, at 
wholesale, and haul it by ox teamtothe settlement from Michigan City. The neighbors 
would come and get asmuch as they needed. By 1870 conditions had improved and the ague 
lost its grip on the township. 

In these early days the settlers had to haul corn and wheat great distances to 
market, with four ox team, and return with their barrelsof salt, groceries and other 
supplies. Teams of oxen were generally used in the first breaking of the ground just 
as they were used on the roads for heavy pulling. Five or six yokes were accounted a 
good breaking team, and there were men who followed no other vocation during the sum- 
mer, than breaking new ground at a stipulated price per acre. The roads were of such 
condition, that for many months in the year, oxen were preferred to horses even for 
traveling, anditwas not unusual tosee whole families coming tochurch on the Sabbath 
in an ox cart or wagon. 

the western and southern portion of the township was prairie with not a tree or 
shrub to relieve the monotonous appearance of the landscape. It afforded unlimited 
pasturage for stalk- for the settler's own, and large herds of cattle brought in from 
the older settled counties in the state, where the pasture was limited and more expen- 
sive. The business of herding cattle on the prairies became quite an industry, and 
there were few who failed to fence from one toten acres with rails or stakes. It was 


found that not more than three hundred could be advantageously kept in one herd. The 
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price paid by the owner was twelve and one half cents per month for each animal, un- 
til competition reduced the price toten cents per head. The settler for this sum must 
furnish salt, andatthe and of the herding season account for every animal, in to him 
in the spring. If one died the production of the hide and horns with the owners brand 
thereon was satisfactory - otherwise the valueof the animal was deducted from the am- 
mount paid the herder. Whole families would ride the range, while the cattle were be- 
coming accustomed to their surroundings - after which the herd caused very little trou- 
ble unless frightened by hailstorms or something unusual which caused them to stampede. 
It required good generalship and plenty of nerveonthe part of the herder to save the 
herd from partial if not total loss in such a stampede. Many settlers also fed herds 
during the winter. 


The growth of the township was retarded by such a great quantity of swamps, Uni- 
versity and Military land warrants, and its purchase largely by non-resident speculat- 
Ors, who immediately advanced the price of real estate to double, and in most instan- 
ces quadruple the price fixedby the government of $1.25 per acre. It was natural that 
immagrants seeking ahome would purchase cheaper land in neighboring townships yet open 
for government prices. 

At the end of the Mexican Warby an Act of Congress, aLand Warrant was given every 
volunteer soldier who participated in the conflict, entitling himtoone hundred sixty 
acres Of land anywhere in the United States where Government land was subject to entry. 
Thousands of these warrants were thrown on the market, the soldiers preferring the 
money, and selling them forthe best price they could get. The speculators and brokers 
got these warrants, many for eighty to one hundred dollars each. Several sections of 
the best land of the township was taken up with these warrants, but few actual settlers 
availed themselves of this golden opportunity to purchase a home for fifty cents per 
acre. 

It was about this time around 1850 that men from the East started coming west 
bringing wealth, culture, and traditions of the East. Many were cattle barons. They 
bought up large herds for pasturing on the prairie. Before the railroads were built, 
they would have the herds of about one hundred cattle driven overland to markets in 
New York. Some of these wealthy Easterners were our Mr. Anson Wolcott, Moses Fowler, 
Ad Raub, Adam Earl, Ciphas Atkinson and Parnham Boswell. The latter names are familiar, 


as each platted a town farther west. 


Log cabin believed to be one of the early 


cabins built in the Palestine neighborhood. 
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"Surrey with the fringe on top." 
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Above: Farm of Thomas Taylor 


Farming has always been important in the Wolcott community. 


Below: Threshing outfit of Ed and Burt Dibell, on James BE. Parks farm - 15 miles east 


of Remington. Late 1880's or early 1890's. 


Wolcott Is Platted 


In 1858 Anson wolcott came to the township, having purchased a large body of 
land. A. T. Case and Anson Wolcott purchased 3340 acres of land during the land boom 
days of the early 1850's. Mr. Wolcott hired Mr. William Clark as General Manager of 
his farms in 1870. On the 15th day of May 1861, Anson Wolcott laid out and platted 
the town of Wolcott on the Pittsburgh, Chicago and St. Louis Railroad. Wolcott came 


very near not existing as Clermont, about amile east of the present site of Wolcott, 
at one time had the lead. A piece of land 6.7 acres known as Clermont, was platted by 


Christopher and Elizabeth Hardy. After Wolcott was laid out, the citizens of Clermont, 
were induced to remove their houses to the site of Wolcott. This was done in the 
winter of 1861 and 1862. The town of Wolcott was laid out parallel with and at right 
angles to the railroad. It was laid out in the eastern part of Section 25 and the 
western part of Section 30. The streets were laid out sixty feet wide and alleys six- 


teen feet wide. The lots were sixty by one hundred twenty feet, except those along 
Range Street, which were fractional. The plot consisted of ninety six lots, and the 


following streets running east and west: North, Jackson, Market, Scott, Anderson and 
South; Range, Second, Third and Fourth running north and south. In appreciation of 


Mr. Wolcott's part in establishing the town, it was named in honor of this prominent 
lawyer and land owner. In 1858 Mr. Wolcott bought a piece of ground, consisting of 
eight acres from Benjamin Pomeroy, and began making plans to build his homestead. It 
was completed in 1864. Mr. Wolcott was then joined by his wife, a Philadelphia woman 
whom he had married in 1863, as soon as the homestead was completed. There were only 
a few houses in the town when this was completed. 


Princeton Township was well represented in the "town boom" business. On March 18, 
1856, Harris Shaw laid out the town of Fayette, about midway between Wolcott and 
Seafield. Four years later the railroad passed through this embryo and tradition has 


it that one day a flat car stopped, loaded the town and removed it to Wolcott, leav- 
ing its sixty four lots without inhabitants. 


SSS 


eRe Wien ee i meh tg RAN MN NS 


= 
—- m 
exe 

% 


WINTER 
. 
Ty “ 
ces pee ee en Al gS — om ow ee ow a} e 
a Q® A. Wolcottis - e 
Pi alr om Fifth Add'n - 4 
SCHOOL _ 


LINE 


PuBLic 
ScHooL 12 


I J 
| 
hit Of} 
bape Petr] 
DAVIS 
ea. 
g Wn 
AN 
.) 
LINE 


RANGE @ 
ete) 
d. 
(om 
© 


RAN O~O ri 
| 7" WoEcorTT 
| TILE Po 
Ss 


234 MULE 

TO SER FIELD 

GRAIN Co. 
(SEE SHEET Z) 


2 
9 
~ 
Ww < 
& 
x 9 
9 Q 
Qa x 
Xx {oe} 
Q 1S) 
VI e 
’ t 
i 
4 
é =e ' 
= 
SG. 
<< 
es 
oO 
> 
es 
aN 
Cond 
) 
‘ 
ee 


CORPORATION 


Scale: 600 7fi.toan inch 
== a 


11 


Train at the Wolcott station in the early 1890's 


The Coming Of The Railroads 


The township increased but little in size until 1856, when a grand rush was made, 
and between 1856-1860 the population nearly doubled. In 1853 the Louisville, New Albany 
and Chicago Railroad was completed through the county north and south near the center, 
for adistance of twenty four miles, and affording an easier market for grain and stock. 


Real estate increased in price to five and six doliars an acre. The building of the 
Pittsburgh, Chicago and St. Louis Railroad (then known as Logansport, Peoria & Burling- 
ton), through the township, was a great aid in the settlement and improvement of the 
land. It was completed and regular trains were running by 1860, and the settlers now, 
need not market grain just at Reynolds going over abominable winding roads, or go so 
far to other larger market places. This internal improvement greatly increased the 
value of the land. Today this is the Pennsylvsnia R. R. and passenger trains have been 
discontinued; however much freight is carried on this road. 

Early station agents were Mr. Bart Woods and Mr. John Northlane. Mr. Frank Wolfe 


served for anumber of years. Later agents have been Messrs. Carl Hunt, Grover Garber, 
Tony Holman, Ralph Webster and Robert Bierman. Our present agent is Mr. Staley. 
12 


| Anson Wolcott's grain elevator in the 1880's. Hd and Burt Dibeli's engine in the 


foreground. 


Early store and bank in 1886. Located just south of Paul Snart's present building. 


Ed (E. J.) Dibell by the right center post. 
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Early Growth 


Due to the Civil War the town did not improve as rapidly as it otherwise would 
have done. Women and girls filled the places of fathers, sons and brothers in the army, 
and helped till the land. Few enterprising business men purchased property and located 
here. Mr. Wolcott himself, entered into the business of buying and shipping grain, hay 
and other farm produce. From the first to last for nearly forty six years, Mr. Wolcott 
was the inspiration of the place. Soon after the town was platted he built sheds along 
the railroad track and commenced to buy and ship corn in large quantities. Wolcott 
soon became an important market. Farms were opened and the acreage of tilled land 
greatly increased. 

Wolcott was beautifully located in the Grand Prairie, three miles from any timber 
or natural growth so it had plenty of room to spread. On May 1, 1865, Mr. Wolcott en- 
larged the town by the addition of forty seven lots known as the First Addition. As 
the town was platted at the beginning of the Civil War, There was little improvement 
made until after the close of the rebellion. By 1872, the town had gained sufficient 
dimensions to be classed as an incorporated village and accordingly the necessary steps 
were taken on May 3, 1873. The first officers were Noble Nordyke, W. H. Dyke, and 
A. S Pattee, Trustees; C. A. Rayhouse, Clerk; James D. Sherman, Marshall; J. F. Warner, 
Treasurer; and James 0. Johnson, Assessor. The incorporation flourished for a brief 
period. The "goose ordinance of 1874," which required goose owners to keep their geese 
penned, created much ill feeling. The Town Council was termed the "goose committee, " 
by several of the geese owners. In 1875, it was discovered the incorporation was an 
expense without benefit, and that the town could not receive aid from the township in 
building a school house as long as it remained incorporated and thereupon inthe spring 
of 1875 a petition was circulated and signed asking for a dissolution of the corpora- 
tion. The dissolution occurred in May 1875. There were no more additions made to the 
town of Wolcott until January 2, 1893, when Messrs. Fox and Dibell added fifty five 
lots. This addition was followed on January 14, 1893 by the addition of twenty seven 
lots by Eben H. Wolcott, a son of Anson Wolcott. On November 4, 1893 Messrs. Fox and 
Dibell added twenty two lots, and on April 6, 1895 Mr. Wolcott Sr. added twelve lots. 
On the 28th day of October 1895, J. B. Pierce made an addition to the town of twenty 
seven lots. 

Soon after the town was platted Boarding Houses were needed and were soon eatab- 
lished. Aunt Jane Swartsel operated the first boarding house in theeast part of 
town until 1897, when it was purchased by Mrs. Emma Sell. Afterafew yearsMrs Haskell 
became the proprietress. She was the last owner. Mrs. Lura Pack operated a hotel on 
W. Market Street in 1883. The American Hotel just south of the railroad track was 
first owned and managed by Mr. Henry Pugh; later itwas managed by Mr. John Hemphill. 
Then for a time the Printing Office was located here. Later it was purchased by 
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Truman Holdridge, who painted and repaired it and built on the front porch. It was 
reopened with Mrs. Dora Winters as proprietress. Mr. and Mrs. Rollan Miller were its 
managers after Mrs. Winters, and then it was sold to Mr. and Mrs Carl Boone who oper- 
ated itas the J. H. Hotel (so called for the Jackson Highway, the state road running 
through our town.) 

After the 1901 fire, Mr. George Ferguson built the Ferguson Hotel on the south 
side of Market Street. In 1902 this hotel burned and Mr. Ferguson rebuilt it two 
stories high. Later it was rebuilt to three stories. 

Today, to meet the needs of the community and the traveling public, we have the 
hotel, still known as the J. H. Hotel which is managed by Mrs. Rose Gillen. We also 


-have our fine Motel, "The Pink Violet," at the west edge of town on State Road 4. 


Mr. J. G. Kerlin established Kerlin's Cafe and Bakery in the new building erected in 
1901 at the corner of Range and Market Street. Later Mr. Harve Delzell managed the 
cafe and about 1916 Mr. Quincy Hughes moved his restaurant tothis location. Mr. Quincy 
and Cecil Hughes had operated their restaurant in the west part of town prior to this. 
Mr. Henry Peters Mr. Bill Harrison, Mr. Joe Hoshaw, Mr. Raymond Dallinger have man- 
aged restaurants here. At present our only restaurant is The Chippendale owned by 
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander, and the Coffee Shop at the Theater managed by Mrs. Milo 
Shoeneman. At the north edge of town we have Gram's Cafe. 


Seafield 


In 1861 a general store was established by I. and N. Nordyke, at a point on the 
Logansport, Peoria and Burlington Railroad, in the eastern part of the township known 
as Seafield. Israel Nordyke was the first postmaster. On the 10th day of June isu, 
M. C. Hamlin placed on record a plat and dedication of the town of Seafield, consisting 
of one hundred and forty five lots on the north and south of the railroad. The prox- 
imity of Wolcott, three miles west, and Reynolds six miles on the east, materially re- 
tarded the growth of Seafield, though for a short time a considerable business was 
transacted there, in the purchase of grain and farm products. In 1877 U. S, sepner 
started a store. In 1879 J. G. Kerlin was made postmaster and later in June 1852 he 
became railroad agent. Seafield also had an elevator, blacksmith shop, church, and 
school. The following are Seafield items from an old 1888 Monticello Herald. 

The new school house is about completed. It will be a thing of beauty 


and a joy forever. 

We understand that the people of this vicinity have set next Sunday 
as the day to organize a Sunday School. Preaching at the school house 
by Rev. Rodman. 

J. N. Rogers and C. F. Fleeger are going to run a huckster wagon this 
season. They will pay cash for produce or exchange goods at bottom 


prices. 15 


No additions were added to the town and most lots of the original plat have been va- 
cated and the land utilized for farming- 

The Seafield elevator, which was moved to Seafield from Wolcott in 1928, burned 
to the ground on Wed., June 27, 1956. At the time it was operated by the Johns Grain 
Company. A general store operated in connection with the elevator closed following the 


fire. 


PO... 


Moving elevator to Seafield View of Seafield elevator Elevator being moved in 1928 
from Wolcott 1928. Pete Holdri- looking west shortly before the 
dge with his team. Left: his 1956 fire. Girl- Jean Sell. 


son, George Holdridge. 


Below: Farm wagons with grain for the elevator lined up facing west on Market 
street in Wolcott. Probably about 1892. 


A Century Of Business And Industry 


Wolcott has been very fortunate in having energetic business and professional men 
through the years: and although reverses of many kinds have faced our citizens, they 
have overcome the obstacles and made a flourishing business life. 

In the fall of 1860, the first store was started by Stetler Brothers. This firm 
had a kind of general store and kept only the most staple articles of merchandise. One | 
of the brothers, John Stetler was also the first postmaster. William Jamason estab- 
lished the first grocery store about this time. Dr. A.C. Ballou was the town's first 


‘physician. John Dobbins was first blacksmith in the place and was the great grandfather 


of our present druggist, Mr. Bliss Nordyke. The first tavern in the township was built 
by Henry Pugh in 1862, in the town of Wolcott. It was destroyed by fire in i872, and 
was rebuilt in 1873. 

The second church built in the township was built in Wolcott by the Methodist 
Episcopal denomination, and was completed in 1873. The frame building was built on 
land donated by Mrs. Anson Wolcott. The third church erected was the Wolcott Christian 
Church, which was built in 1873. It was also a frame structure. Previous to the erect- 
ion of the churches, services were held at private homes and school houses, and the 
"Circuit rider" was the spiritual advisor. 

Wolcott has had a number of good doctors. As stated Dr. A. C. Ballouwas our first. 
Another doctor of very early days was Dr. C. A. Rayhouser. In February Lote Ur. alle eA 
Grant came and formed a partnership with Dr. M. T. Didlake, in the practice of medicine. 
Dr. Grant had beenaminister of the Christian church for a number of years. He decid-- 
ed to practice medicine so he went to Indianapolis and tookacourse of medical lectures. 
In 1879 he returned to Indianapolis and took another lecture course. Mr. fd Sell of 
Wolcott states, that Dr. Grant died quite suddenly, the day he reached Wolcott in i897. 
Dr. J. A. Smith and Dr. Charles S. Mellen were practicing here in 1905. Dr. Walker was 
another prominent doctor whose office and home was built where the People's Cooper- 
ative Store nowstands. Other doctors here have been the Doctors, Cook, Cronk, R. Ivey, 
Blinkenstaff, Ravenscroft, Spencer, Sluyter, Morrical, Hull, and at the present time 
Dr. Violet Forbes and Dr. Frank Baynes. 

Dr. G. C. Jewell, Dr. Will Walker and Dr. H. B. Biship were our dentists about 1905. 
Later Dr. Holley came, and at the present time we have Dr. H. L. Welsch. 

Wolcott has been fortunate through the years in having very reliable druggists. 
Dr. Rayhouser, Mr. Will Baker, Mr. Frank Hart, Mr. Robert Nordyke, Mr. Edward Spencer 
and Mr. Reed Spencer served the community for a number of years. Mr. Bliss Nordyke and 
son, Robert Nordyke, now own and operate the Nordyke Drug Company. 


The growth of Wolcott was made almost exclusively upon agricultural resources 
of the surrounding country. For a few years, however, our great sand deposits were 
being placed on the market. The Sand Pit just west of town was opened in 1903. Ham 
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Looking north on Range Street from the railroad in the mid 1890's. 


Northwest corner of Market and Range Street in the middle 1890's. 


| JH. GIPSON 
REAL ESTATE ExCHAnge 


| Looking south from schoolhouse tower in the 1890's. Note former spire on Method- 


ist Church to the left. 
View north from Methodist Church tower. Highway to the left. (Middle 1890's) 
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Speer was asuperintendent in it's early days. Many men were employed in pumping, wash- 
ing, and loading the sand to be shipped to the American Window Glass Company in Ohio. 
The pit was forced toclose when the Glass Company was moved Hast. It is thought that 
sometime in the future this industry will thrive again, for this is the very finest 
grade of sand for glass-making, found almost at the surface of alarge tract of land. 

In 1914 the town gotafifty year lease on this pit, for their water supply; and 
the Water Works was completed in June 1915. An insurance notation states that rates 
were lowered when the Water Works was completed. Before the City Water Works was com- 
pleted every home had its own well. Well diggers and maintenance men were essential. 
Mr. Milton Bunnell, Mr. Clifford Boulden, Mr. Homer Rogers and Mr. George Scripter 
were efficient workers, in drilling and repairing. Nowthe Hofstetter Brothers are in 
the well drilling business in Wolcott. 

Today the plumber is much indemand. Mr. W. A.. (Doc) Stanley works at this trade, 
as do the Emonds Brothers--Donald and Marvin. The Emonds Brothers and their father 
Harry Emonds, have an Appliance Shop at the North edge of town. 


A Tile Mill was started by the Wolcotts, and was managed by Bill Dowell in its 
early days. This employed many men of the community for a number of years. Under the 


management of Ed Irvin, it prospered. Again, however, one of our thriving industries 
was destroyed by fire. It was owned by Mr. John Biesecker and Mr. Frank Garvin, at 
the time it burned in 1937. 

About 1900 Mr. S. C. Uhl established the Home Cigar Factory over the Kelly Jackson 
Meat Market. His well and favorably known "Commercial Club" and "Ed Pazad" 5 cents 
and "Garzo Dona" 10 cents goods, were strictly hand made, and made of the very best 
leaf tobacco. In time, however, this factory could not compete with larger ones. 

The Winger-Blume Manufacturing Company was established here in 1912. It made 
the King Power Washing Machine with the original swinging power washing machine wring- 
er. This company prospered for a time. Mr. Will Blume was manager, and later it was 
managed by Mr. E. J. Kercher. There was trouble over the patent. The last manager was 
a Mr. Messenger. 

The business and industries of the town have been financed through substantial 
banks. The State Bank of Wolcott was established asaprivate institution in 1866, with 
Mr. Robert Parker as president and Mr. Elihu B. Dibell, as cashier. It continued as 
such until 1904, when it was incorporated as a State Bank with Mr. Dibell as presi- 
dent, Mr. W. F. Brucker as vice-president, and Mr. Louis Hinchman as cashier. In 1912 
Mr. E. B. Dibell was succeeded by W. E. Fox as president, Mr. Frank D. Garvin became 
vice-president and Mr. Hinchman remained as cashier. This bank was closed in 1930. 


continued--- 


In 1898 Mr. P. L. Anderson and Mr. George F. Baker started a new bank, known as 
the Farmers Bank. In 1901 they built the building where Deardorff Gas and Electric is 
now located. In 1902 they dissolved partnership, Mr. P. L. Anderson going to Pine 
Village to start a bank. Mr. Baker later sold this bank. 

The Citizens State Bank of Wolcott was established in 1911. Its officers then el- 
ected Mr. James Blake, president, who was succeeded by Mr. James C. Jones, Mr. Dave 
Pettit; vice-president, who was succeeded by Mr. James Blake and Mr. Charles Kleist 
was cashier. At the beginning of the depression the bank closed, but opened a short 
time laterwith Mr. Charles Martin as president, and Mr. Albert Jones, cashier. It was 
only open for a short time and again was forced to close. 

Wolcott has had its share of bank robberies. The State Bank was robbed at one time. 
The robbers stole Dr. Will Walker's horse and buggy and raced to Monticello, where they 


Southwest corner of Range and Market Streets about 1896. Present site of Nordyke 


Drug Co. and the newstand. 
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Interior views of Hart's Drug Store probably taken about 1896. Below: All ready 
for Christmas! Look closely - you will see more items each time. 


boarded the train. Later the horse was found wandering around the old fair grounds. 
At a later date the Citizens State Bank was robbed and Mr. Charles Potter, who drove 
an oil truck, was forced to lie down in the street while the robbers made their get- 
a-way. 

Wolcott was without a bank for a few years. On October 16, 1944 the new Bank of 
Wolcott opened for business in the building owned by Dr. and Mrs. E. L. Welsch. Mr. 
Lon Francis was the cashier of the new bank. Later Mr. Emil Siebenthal was hired as 
cashier. After Mr. Siebenthal's death, Mr. Neil-Carlson became cashier. He was fol- 
lowed by Mr. James Evans, as cashier. On November 4, 1959 the bank moved into its 
new building, with the most modern protective devices--a new cash vault, a safe de- 


pository, five teller windows, and a drive-in-window. 


Mr. Francis Brown is now Executive Vice President, and the Board of Directors 
at the present time are the Messrs. J. M. Winters, George Griffin, Lowell Goss, Francis 
Brown, Clifford Fowler, Russell Parks, and Fern Kingsbury. 

Horses played an important part in the lives of the early settlers. Many town 
homes had nice barns, and livery barns or "hitch barns" were necessary to business and 
social life. Fine horses and buggies were the pride of the owners. An old Enterprise 
states, that the Feed Barn with Millard Sell, proprietor, "had reduced rates. Good 
rigs anytime with or without driver." Blake and Lemberton Livery, and Al Wooden Livery 
Stable were reliable establishments in early days. Another newspaper article tells 
that F. Grimes, successor to Ben Hatcliff, gives similar offers Messrs. "Dad" Cruthers, 
Ed Hemphil, Wilbur Smith, and Dick Burk also ran livery stables. Some efficient 
blacksmiths who "payed special attention to horse shoeing" were Messrs. Henry Farrell, 
Herman Foster, and Ens and Busler, and W. W. Winger, Mart Snick, and wagon maker Mr. 
John Dunn, were all fine workmen at general blacksmithing. 

Harness Shops were essential establishments also. Shops were operated by Mr. 
Andree Arrick, Schuyler and Morrow and later Mr. Clifford Morrow. Mr. John Biesecker 
owned a shop around 1918. Winfred Sexton then ran the shop. 

With horses and other livestock being so important to the rural early settlers, 
and pioneer living, "horse doctors" or veterinariens became important community help- 
ers. Some who have served Wolcott are Dr. George Doctor, Dr. Graves, Dr. Kendall, Dr. 
Swartz, Dr. Dill, Dr. Eichelberger, and Dr. Strouse. At the present time, we have Dr. 
Phillip Flora. 

Auctioneers have played aa colorful part in our history. Messrs. S. U. Dobbins 
F. S. Chenoweth, Adam Vineyard, and E. L. Wright have served this community. At this 
time Mr. Jim Humphreys is a successful auctioneer in our community. 

As barns and livery stables disappeared, garages came. Blume Bros. Garage started 
ehere Charles Blume had the livery stable. It was operated by Kd, William and Herman 
Blume. Another Charles Blume now operates the garage. So the Blume family has given 
years of service to the community. Mr. Henry Westerhouse also operates a garage at 


this time. 
Automobiles began to appear on the streets of Wolcott in the early 1900's. It was 


23 


Lydia Blume in advertisement for Winger - Blume No. 15 King Twin Power Washer 
about 1915. 


Below: Map of Wolcott Brick and Tile Company about 1928. 


UN Cie aiey Pay 


A 


WOLCOTT BRICK & TILE Co. 


Me RS OF BRICK & TILE. 
CLOSED 3 MONTHS A YEAR. 
WATCHMAN.-No Clock - Power: 
STEAM. -LIGHTS: ELEC.-CITY WATER. 
CISTERN IN RESERVE. 


ALLS , 


Af @24 
fa ceeen= === FMI. - ===-=2- 8 Is 
MARKET 
\ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
OLOUK eee [4 Cyn DRAUGHT 

MR Ls octh KILN 

: {46 & 

| STOCK SHED | 

1 7 

! OQ 7 

me "5 Down-Draucnr key 
| Kin ; & ah pa DRAUGHT 

1LN 

| 


Engine at sand pit. Man is either Jake Reames or "Dad" Middleton. 


Buildings under construction at the sand pit southeast of town. Sand was used 
for making glass. 
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told that Pete Johnson had one of the first autos powered by steam. Nearly every time 
he drove it away, he had to have a "livery rig" bring him home. Mr. Sam Dyer, Mrs. 
Walker Smelcer, Mr. Bob Dobbins, and Mr. Jimmie Magruder were among the first to own 
cars, we are told. Ed J. Dibell advertised the "fine 1912 Overland." In 1911 Stewart 
Uhl established the Wolcott Auto and Supply Company. 

Today, many gasoline service stations supply the many cars driven by our citizens. 
Stations are operated by Mr. Roj Grugel, Mr. Warren Luthi, Mr. Tim Poindexter, Mr. 
Marvin McCollum, Mr. Dale Furrer, and Mr. Harry Furrer. 

As mechanized equipment came on the market, implement dealers and repair service, 
replaced the blacksmith, who has so ably repaired the wagons and buggies and shod the 
horses. Mr. Charles Blume sold horse drawn machinery. Mr. Charles Dawson, was an 
early McCormick Deering Implement Dealer. Today we have Smart's John Deere Agency and 


Romack's International Harvester Agency. Mr Bert Emonds was the Allis Chalmers Dealer 
Located on the east side of Main Street in the Uhl Building. He sold to Mr. Paul 


Johnson, who built the fine new building on the north side of Market Street. Later the 
business was sold to Mr. Herman Smidler, who operated the Agency there. Later Mr. 
Smidler went out of the business, and rented the building. 

Mr. Clifford Fowler and son Rex, own and manage the Fowler Hardware today, after 
having operated the International Harvester Agency for a number of years. Some of our 
former hardware dealers were Mr. John Warner, Mr. W. C. Kinney, Mr. Philip Stortz, Mr. 
A. U. Lux and Mr. Ed Dibell. 

Mr. Gordon Nevitt now has a shop selling welders supplies and Mr. Ronald "Red" 
Allison is our welder, withanew building in process of construction. Mr. Homer Foster 


and son, Mr. Junior Foster, also are fine welders and machinists. 

Now in the era of the radio, we have a repairman - Mr. Dale Furrer. Mr. Frank 
Menefee is Wolcott's Television salesman, and maintenance man, operating Menefee T. V. 
Service. 

Deardorff's Gas and Electric Shop is operated by Mr. Richard Deardorff. It is a 
salesroom and repair shop, formerly operated by David Sell. 


{ Building on site of present Jackson Insurance Agency and Recreation Hall. Late 
1880's or very early 1890's. 


This building below now gone. Was on lot between present John Deere Implement 
Store and railroad. 


—————— 


Groceries, Dry Goods, And Barbers 


The handling of groceries and provisions is one of the most important branches 
of business carried on in any town. William Jamason was our first grocer. Messrs. 
R. Wright and A. W. Dyke were two of our early grocers about 1883. Phillips Bros. 
built the fine building where the Peoples Store is located today. Here they operated 
a store of highest quality merchandise. In 1897 A. R. Jones opened astore selling gro- 
ceries, Havalin and Dresden hand painted china, and fine cut glass. Mr. A. U. Lux 
operated a store here for a time. Mr. Ray Dawson also operated a grocery store for a 
time. The People Cooperative Store was organized with Mr. Lewis Nevitt as first Man- 
ager. Now it ismanaged by Mr. James Fisher. The Staple Grocery is owned and operated 
by Mr. Willis Deardorff. For a number of years Wolcott had a Meat Market operated at 
different times by Messrs. Eldridge, Ed Stanford, D. K. Jackson, Ed Jackson, Chase 
Hollett, now meat counters are in our grocery stores. We have two fine grocery stores 
today. Mr. Willis Deardorff has owned and managed the Staple Grocery for a number of 
years. 

In 1918 the newly organized Peoples Cooperative Co. purchased the Verdent Lux 
Grocery and later purchased Phillips Grocery Store. It was first managed by Lewis 
Nevitt for a number of years. In 1929 Mr. Jim Fisher was hired to manage this store. 
Today it is a fine store for a town of this size. There is a dry goods department in 
this store, also owned and operated by this cooperative company. 

The Dry Goods and Clothing or General Stores were essential. Early stores were 
Owned by Messrs. D. K. Jackson, Jerome Rigsby and W. Lisk. Bicourt and Woods and 
John Beckley. The Leopold Brothers - Issac and Louis about 1892, opened a fine store 
and served the public for a number of years. Today Reiss Variety owned by Mr. Ferd 
Reiss, andthe Dry Goods Department of the Peoples Cooperative Store serve the public. 

The ladies have always demanded articles of personal adornment. Stores handling 
jewelry at one time were owned by Messrs. Charles McKee, Will Farney, and Truman 
Holdridge. Milliner shops were operated here in earlier days by Miss Mary Darrow, Miss 
Minnie Grant and Mrs. Fred Grimes. In recent years it has seemed quite the trend for 
women to patronize the beauty parlors. Shop owners and operators here today are Mrs. 
Lloyd Collins, Mrs. Grace Dawson, and Mrs. Ester Ford. 

Despite the fact that many of our pioneer fathers had long hair and long beards, 
barber shops were established at an early date and some advertised as "tonsorial art- 
ists." Messrs. Martin Snickenburger, Mack Donnely, N. P. Blake, John Snickenburger 
and Joseph Ford had shops here. Today shops are owned and operated by Mr. Marshall 
Dismore and son Mac, and Mr. Walt Ford. 
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Phillips' Grocery about 1900. (Now Peoples' Store) 
Interior of Phillips' Grocery. Mr. Peter Phill 


Farm Industries 


By 1880 Wolcott had the largest ear corn crib of its type in the world. It was 
most perfectly ventilated and had a capacity of 45,000 bu. of ear corn. The building 
was erected to the specifications of A. Wolcott. 

A hay barn operated by Mr. Anson Wolcott's son, Eben Wolcott, was also one of 
the largest in the state. Two presses were used, each of which had a capacity for 
pressing 36,999, five hundred pound bales during the pressing season. 

The north central states have a right tobe proudof their great elevator plants. 
The Wolcott Grain Co. was established by Mr. J. 0. Johnson. He later sold to Bonner 
and De Bolt and after a few years - about 1903 they sold the elevator to Mr. Elmer 
Martin of Wolcott and W. T. and G..W. Mc Cray of Kentland, who started an elevator 
here. It didaflourishing business. Mr. L. H. Blankenbaker was weigher. The elevator 
had acapacity of 100,000 bushels and bin capacity of 80,000 bushels of shelled corn. 
This elevator is now owned and operated by Mr. Vernon Guingrich. 

The Wolcotts owned the elevator in the west end of town. It was purchased by 
Mr. A. M. Ludeman who rebuilt the elevator in 1903. This elevator had a capacity of 
100,000 bu. of small grain and 25,000 bu. of ear corn. Mr. Ludeman sold his elevator 
to Wilkinson and son (Roy). They later sold to Rich Bros. 

The Farmers Cooperative Company was formed in 1914. Mr. Charles Dawson was pres- 


ident, Mr.. E. G. McCollum was secretary and director. Other directors were Messrs. 
John Nelson, James Higgins, James Owens and Mart Wilson. Mr. Roy Wilkinson was first 
Manager. Later Mr. William Brucher, andMr. John Nelson were managers. Mr. Paul Dawson 
was appointed manager after Mr. Nelson's death. Mr. Dawson was followed by Mr. Henry 
Altman and later Mr. Robert Blume who is managing the business at the present time. 

The Farmers Cooperative Company built their first elevator in 1914 in the east 
part of towu, where the Cities Service Bulk station is today. In 1918 they bought 
the west elevator from Rich Bros. and for a time operated both elevators. In 1927 
they sold the east elevator to Martin Bros. at Seafield, after their elevator had 
been destroyed by fire. The elevator was moved to Seafield using horses and capstan. 
Later this elevator too, burned. 

Wolcott has the Schrock Fertilizer Service, which helps serve the farmers in this 
area. It is managed by Mr. Robert Anker. 

Honegger's Wolcott Feed and Hatchery Inc. is located at the west edge of the 
business district and is managed by Mr. John Honegger. 

Today a Feed Mill is operated by the Peoples Cooperative Store and is managed 
by Mr. Robert Haskins 
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Bonner and Debolt Elevator. Sold in 1903 to Martin and McCrays. Now the Guingrich 
Elevator. 


Miscellaneous Businesses 


Saloons were accepted as part of pioneer business and as previously stated Henry 
Pugh built the first tavern in 1862. There were numerous operators. Abner Ellis, Voss 
Dobbins, and Burke Brothers operated early day saloons. 

Mr. J. M. Millard owned and operated the tavern known as Jim's Place, and the 
Country Inn is now operated by Mr. James Mathews. It was formerly known as the Sun Tan 
Inn and was operated by the Sell Brothers. Mr. Ernest Abbott purchased it from Sell 
Brothers and later sold it to Mr. James Mathews. 

Mr. W. H. Gerberick dealt in insurance and real estate for anumber of years. One 
of his "ads" from a 1905 Wolcott Enterprise quotes, "Buy a fine one-story home with 
five rooms, a good well, cistern, and other improvements - $750." 

The old paper also states that "Mr. Samuel 0. Dyer is known toevery citizen in 
this part of Indiana - for his fair dealings and reliability in his real estate sales." 


Others who sold insurance and real estate through the years were Mr. George Baker, 
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Mr. O. E. Tansy and later, Mr. J. M. Winters, and Mr. Ed Spencer. At present we have 
the Jackson Agency, - Mrs. Marguerite Jackson and Mr. Sherman Cantlon, and the Troxel 
Agency, run by Mr. Joseph Troxel. 

Mr. Sol Rader and Son (Marion) were furniture dealers in the early days of Wolcott. 
It was also an undertaking establishment. It seemed that these two lines of business 
were preferred together. Mr. James Blake followed the Raders, with Mr. Alden Blake as 
undertaker. A Mr. Mitchell followed Mr. Blake in the business and hesold to Mr. Clark 
Westfall, then Mr. Truman Holdridge later purchased the business. Mr. Holdridge was 
our funeral director until his death in 1932, when Mrs. Holdridge had Mr. Charles Foster 
enter the business as funeral director. Today Mrs. Charles Foster and Son, Mr. Robert 
Foster, very ably serve this community. 

The lumber business seems to have always thrived in Wolcott. Early businesses 
were the Blake Lumber Co., Dye Bros. Lumber Do., Colburn-Dye Lumber Co., James Dye 
Lumber Co., andat this time this business is operated under the name of George D.. Dye 
and Son. 

Afew years ago having one's picture taken was something of apast time. The girls 
would go walking on Sunday afternoon and nearly always "stop by" Mrs. Lyon's Shop, and 
have their pictures taken. Photography was very popular. 

Another recreation for young and old was the old nicolodean theatre. Mr. iid 
Jackson operated the "Electric Theater" about 1912. About 1916 it was called "The 
Arc." Music was usually furnished by someone playing mm the old upright piano, as we 
viewed the silent movie of breathtaking suspense. 
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Map of a block of the business district in 1896. 
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In 1948 a number of public spirited citizens joined together and built a theater. 
It was named the Wolcott Theater. It opened on Mar. 11, playing "Albuquerque." It was 
operated by Mr. Arthur Herzog. It was sold to Mr. Kenneth Barnard in 1952. Mr. Danny 
Killman operated it for him. The theater building was purchased by Mr. Allen Thayer 
Aug. 18, 1959. At present the Wolcott Theater is not operating full time. The Coffee 
Shop in the front of the building is now being managed by Mrs. Milo Schoeneman. Mr. 
Bill Larson formerly had a gift shop in this room. 

Wolcott citizens built a swimming pool about 1916 and itwas enjoyed by young 
and old for a time. However, it was difficult to meet health regulations and it was 
closed. 

Mr. Joe Hoshaw operates a Recreation Hall on Market street. 

Football and baseball were enjoyable diversions inearly days. One renowned foot- 
ball team of our town was coached by Ed McCollum and its members were A.D. Blake, 
Trig Randall, Harry Arrick, Charles Wright, Dave Davison, Claude Rader, Warren Unroe, 
Ed Sell, Pete Ochs, Jimmy Degering, W. B. Farney and Walter Baker. Teams at other times 
also included Bliss Lowman, Andy Smith, Price Stanley, and Gay Verkler. 

One fine baseball team was comprised of Ed Spencer, Mort Dyer, Verde Lux, Joe 
Warner, Joe Ford, Ben Huette and Bill Hemphill, with L. B. Hammond, Manager. 

The Mathew Brothers formed a baseball team and they challenged threshing crews. 
These threshing crews also played each other, and the loser would furnish the ice 
Cream and cake. 

Mr. W. A. (Doc) Stanley was on the earlier teams - "right in there catching." Doc 
later played professionally. He played on the Mellon, Wis. Team from 1910-1914. In 
1914 he pitched for the Duluth, Minn. Team. They were owned by the White Sox at that 
time. In 1918 he was again playing with the Mellon, Wis. Team when he was called to 
the army. 

Recalling the days of the threshing crews, we remember a number who owned "rigs". 
Mr. Fred Overlander has done custom threshing and shelling for forty-two years. Kd 
and Burt Dibell, Lear Bros. (Herb and Ernest), Jones Bros. (Eben and Artie), Messrs. 
Sam and Art St. Pierre, Joe Emonds, and Milton Bunnell also had threshing rigs. 


After Mr. Smidler closed out his business in his new building on the north side 
of Market Street, it was leased to Mr. Richard McLaughlin, who operated a Skating 
Rink. This proved to be a very popular place for the youth of our town and it drew 
many from the surrounding towns. At the present time the rink is open part time. 

Wolcott has almost continually supported amusical organization. In times past, 
the band earned numerous well merited honors for themselves and the town. The finest 
band was organized in 1888, with Charles Von Court as director. Early town band in- 
structors have been Mr. C. A. Von Court, 0. E. Tansy, and L. E. Verweer. Mr. John 
Snick started the young people of the community intheir music, and prepared them for 
the band. The young folks liked Mr. Snick and he was a great help to them in their 
band work. Mr. Charles Wolfe was our able band director for several years. Another 
director was Mr. Tonor of Rensselaer. Mr. Ed Jackson was always interested in the 
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music of the community and very ably assisted, whenever he was needed.. 

Street Fairs were gala occasions at the turn of the century. Merchants advertised 
their wares, bands played, baby contests were held, and all enjoyed the sociability 
of meeting old friends. The town was decked in gay colors and everyone dressed in 
their Sunday best for this was indeed a special occasion. 

Today our oil distributors are Mr. Russell and Mr. James Parks for Standard (il, 
Mr. Vernon Spear for Mobile Co. and Mr. Fred Solberger for Cities Service, and Mr. 
James Mills for Farm Bureau. 

Wolcott has an enterprising trucking firm known as Jenkins and Nagel Trucking 
Co. doing lmg distance hauling. 

Oberlanders Shelling and Grain Trucking Firm is a very busy group, operated by 
Messr. Fred and Glen Oberlander, Albert Oberlander and Junior England. Mr. Staton 
Telfer also operates a trucking service. 

The Wolcott Construction Co. has operated sixteen years, by Marvin Gauger and 
Melvin Marquie who own two large DT Caterpillar Bulldozers, a 12 yd. Dirt Mover and 
A Rome Disc. Marvin states that he buried the old foundations and remains of the 
town of Clermont east of Wolcott, and also the remaining foundations of Fayette. He 
states that he buried the foundation of the old Power Plant, when Honeggers built 
their new Feed and Hatchery. 

Mr. Gene Oberlander has operated Tile Ditching Machines in this vicinity for 
fourteen years. He owns two large machines and is also equipped to lay fiber glass, 
so sandy soil as well as clay soil can be drained. 

In keeping up with the modern trends, Wolcott now has the Wolcott Coin Laundry, 
owned by Mr. Lewis Toops, which seems to be avery busy place at times, and is indeed 
a help to the housewife. 

In 1940 the Messrs. Major and Inskeep of Monticello started a small furniture 
factory in Wolcott, making desks. In 1942 it was purchased by the Jacobson Bros. of 
Chicago. They made desks and sewing cabinets. In 1945 Mr. Washburn of Monticello took 
over the business. The Messrs. Smith, Cooper a ndMason purchased the factory in 1946, 
and this firm manufactured desks, end tables, sewing cabinets and TV cabinets. In 
March 1951 the factory was destroyed by fire. Hollycraft Co. which had suffered aloss 
oy fire started manufacturing telephone stands in the repaired building, and in July 
1952 the Thayer Industries started a factory in the building. They have improved and 
greatly enlarged the building and are employing about fifty persons making bows and 
paper spools. 

The St. Pierre Reo Buses were familiar sights on the Main Street of Wolcott a 
few years ago. Mr. Edward St. Pierre began operating a taxi in 1918 and from that 
beginning developed the St. Pierre Bus Lines. Mr. St. Pierre was assisted by his 
three daughters, Ester, Ruby and Iva. They owned seven buses and operated four bus 
routes. One route was from Kentland to Monticello, another Kentland toLafayette, one 
ran from Lafayette to Michigan City and a mail and passenger service from Lafayette 


to Monon. Mr. St. Pierre quit the bus routes in 1945. 
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Grocery and bakery about 1916 located where Reiss Store now is. Mr. Delzell, Bill 


Winger, Irpha Jackson. 
Ed Jackson's Meat Market about 1910. Just west of present Staple Grocery. Mark 


Baxter, Ed Jackson, George Jackson, and Burk. 
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Today we are served by the Indiana Motor Bus Co. which runs two buses each way 
daily from Chicago to Muncie. 

To the carpenters and painters of our town go our gratitude for keeping our town 
looking neat and trim. Mr. Leonard Navarro, Thomas and Son, and Mr. Edwin Churchill 
are in the contracting construction business. Others working att the carpenter trade 
are Messrs. Simeon Blunt, and Clyde Wolfe, A few years ago some of our best carpenters 
were Messrs. Ed Churchill, Guy Goodrich, Perry Spencer, Art Shoemaker. 

Our present painters areMessrs. Roy Christopher Walter Stoller, Elmer Stoller, 
and Ronald Foster. 
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Ferguson Hotel: burned 1902. Site of present Dismore Apartments. 
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Wolcott’s Newspaper 


y 
Emma Parks 


The town's first newspaper was the Wolcott Enterprise established in 1892 by 
Everett Walker. It was an eight page weekly, at one dollar per year. In 1906 it sold 
to E. N. Thacker of Frankfort, Indiana and in 1908 it was sold to L. M. Keanof Milan, 
Ohio. It was first located inthe Hotel southof our railroad track, but this building 


was not adequate as Mr. Kean had brought with himalarge Babcock printing press. The 


‘office was moved tothe Masonic Building, now occupied by Nordyke and Company. Mr. Kean 


then installed a Typograph, which was the first type setting machine in the county. 
Later it was replaced with a Mergenthaler Linotype. About 1914 the office was moved to 
the Blume building, now occupied by T. R. Taylor. Mr. Keanwas always assisted by his 
wife, and the paper was published here until his deathin 1928. Mrs. Kean and her son- 
in-law, Perman Mattox, continued until 1933, when it was sold to John Abner of Knox. 
After about three years it was leased to the Monon News. Shortly, it was sold to Ace 
Meadows of Rensselaer, who changed the name tothe Wolcott Beacon. In doing sa he lost 


Postal Entry Rights, this along withadecline in business, caused him to abandon the 
paper.. The equipment was moved to Rensselaer and was later sold. In 1937 Mr. Clyde 


Blackerby of Rensselaer, a young man with determination to succeed, established our 
present paper, the Wolcott Beacon, which he is successfully publishing each week. Thus 
the Wolcott paper has had six owners. 

Wolcott is fortunate to have a fine news stand, operated by Mr. J. M. Winters. 


Here the leading newspapers and magazines are offered for sale. 


First newspaper office in mid 1890's. Mr. Walker and his sister-in-law, Mrs. Law. 


Wolcott Enterprise in 1914. L. M. Kean and Perman Mattox. 


Later Transportation 


Arthur Powell 


The first railroad east and west throughout Wolcott was the Logansport, Peoria & 
Burlington. It had a feeble start. It was completed Dec. 26, 1859, at Effner, Ind It 
is now Effner Branch of the Pennsylvania RR. (n Dec. 31, 1859 the Peoria & Oquawka RR 
(now Toledo, Peoria & Western RR) was completed to Effner, Ind. This gave a thru lane 
from Logansport, Indiana to Feoria, Illinois. 

The Railroad furnished transportation of grain and livestock to Indianapolis and 
Eastern markets. Passenger service increased until, at one time three trains each way 
were scheduled daily. This meant that U. S. Mail and Express was available. Fassenger 
service was discontinued about 1928. 

Less Carload freight was discontinued in 1958; now two freights daily serve the 
road. The early freight handles fast freight only, both ways. The afternpon freight 
Switches elevators 1nd industries-coal is seldom hauled, as ail and electricity have 
superseded it. liquid fertilizers hauledin tank cars, and phosphates, in hopper cars, 
now make a big part of freight traffic. Much grain, coal and soybeans are shipped by 
rail. 

Once Effner Branch had 11 railroad agents and 13 telegraph operators; now these 
care for freight. Bob Beuerman, Wolcott agent, handles Reynolds, Monticello, Idaville, 
and Burnettsville. The track is maintained by agang which moves from one location to 
another. 

Bus service waS maintained by Ed St. Pierre for several years, fran Kentland to 


Lafayette, to Wolcott. Now bus service is from Muncie, Indiana to Chicago via to 


Lcgansport and Rensselaer, by Indiana Motor Service. 
In 1929 U.S. 29 was paved from logansport to Peoria, Illinois. This enabled trucks 
to speed livestock to eastern markets. 
In 1931 U.S. 231 was paved, which provided a route to truck grain to Chicago, 
Indianapolis, and Louisville Kentucky. 
George F. Baker cantracted to furnish the town's first electricity in 1897 and 
a power plant locatedon the present siteof the Wolcott Hatchery was built soon after 
Later a Mr. Madison Greer operated by a steam engine called a Corliss Poppit Valve 
Engine. This engine powered two large dynamos to generate electricty. These two men 
operated the company for about ten years after which the plant was discontinued and 
the Indiana Public Service Company took over thetask of furnishing electricity to 


the town. 
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Interior view of Wolcott Fost Office on August 28, 1915. Robert F. Dobbins, Post 


Master. 


View of Wolcott's recently redecorated Post Office and Post Office Personnell: 
Left to Right: Donald(Gene)I Greenburg, Postmaster; Rachel Folk, clerk; Lloyd Wolf, 
and George Dolick, Rural Mail Carriers 
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Post Offices And Postmasters 


Wolcott's postoffice was established on June 18, 1861. The office was a 4th class 
office and was located in the Stetler General Store. John M. Stetler was first post- 
master. It changed to a presidential class office (3rd) in January 1901, and it was 
advanced to a 2nd class office July 1, 1957. 

Listed below are the Postmasters and Dates of Appointments: 


John M. Stetler - June 18, 1861 Mrs. Julia Wright - April 12, 1889 
Chauncy S. Wolcott - September 16, 1861 William A. Pitts - August 24, 1893 
Orville H. Evans - May 4, 1864 William E. Fox - July 29, 1897 
William H. Rader - April 8, 1865 John R. Nordyke - January 30, 1905 
James P. Clute - September 10, 1867 Robert F. Dobbins - May 20, 1913 

John B. Bunnell - June 15, 1869 Andy E. Smith - January 19, 1917 

Cyrus A. G. Rayhouser - November 9, 1879 Edgar Spencer - September 16, 1921 
Charles H. Baxter - May 10, 1881 Marshall A. Dismore - February 1, 1934 
John T. Brady - August 21, 1885 Ivan L. Blunt - June 30, 1952 

Solomon Rader - February 13, 1888 Jack W. Hasselbring - April 13, 1953 


Donald E. Greenburg - May 13, 1955 


Rural Free Delivery was established in 1903. Messrs. Henry Spangle, Robert Clark 
and Al Wooden were the first carriers. This was a laborious task - plowing through 
the snows of winter and the mud of spring. Mr. Bert Shields also servedmany years. 
Mr. Tal Michell followed Mr. Spangle. Mrs. Iydia Watson had route 3, which was dis- 
continued. Today Mr. George Dolick is carrier on Rate 3, and Lloyd Wolfe is carrier 
on Route 2. 
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The Telephone 


The first Telephone service in Wolcott was in the year 1896. At that time the 
Bell Telephone Company owned a line that serviced Wolcott with onephone. This was 
located in the Ferguson Hotel and was for long distance calls. On incoming calls Mr. 
Ferguson would have to locate the called party. 

In 1900 the Jasper County Telephone owned by Delos Thompson, a Banker of Rensselaer 
established the first Exchange in Wolcott. It was under the management of Jack Montgomery 
also from Rensselaer. Among the early Linemen were a Paul Linderman from Brookston, 
also Dien Hartman of Wolcott. 

Around 1913 the company hired a man by the name of Herbert Sommerville as local 
manager, who with his wife and daughter took up residence in Wolcott. At this time, 
Harry Kerlin was lineman. Harry Dyer was hired as an assistant and worked part time until 
about 1919 when he assumed full duties as lineman. 

About 1914 the Plant was sold to a Mr. and Mr. J. C. Dixon, and was known as the 
Wolcott telephone Company. In 1911 it was sold to W. W. Washburn of Goodland. Mr. 
Washburn operated both exchanges under the name of Newton-White Telephone Companies. 
In 1931 Mr. Washburn sold the two exchanges to the United Telephone Company, who since 
1921 had been buying many of the Independent exchanges around the Northern part of the 
State. The company divided their holdings into Districts. Nolcott was in the Monticello 
District. At this time F. M. Lantz was District Manager. He was followed by Kenneth 
Sutton, Harold Clapper, C. B. Dyer, and the present Manager W. C. Clapper, who has 
been in charge over twenty years. 


An agent was appointed in each local exchange, under the District office. Her 
duties beside some work at the Switchboard included collections etc. Emma (Mattox) 
Parks was the first agent, and held that position until 1942. Shewas followed by Mrs. 
Aletha Krohn the present agent. 

During these years Harry Dyer served as linesman until his retirement in 1959 

Until 1912 the ringing power at the exchange was supplied by batteries. Then a 
new electric powered Switchboard was installed. In 1955 the United converted the old 
system to our present dial phones. Many innovations in long distance service have 
been inaugurated and it is expectedinthe near future to have direct dialing on most 
long distance calls. 

Thus, in a period of 65 years we have advanced from one service, through hand 
ringing by operators to power ringing and now to our present dial system. 
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Roads 


The first roads in the township were simply muddy trails through the prairie and 
swamps. As the land became settled, and farms were laid out, established section lines 
were usually followed. The roads were impossible partof the year. Asthe township felt 
they could afford them, gravel roads were built, and as drainage conditions were much 
improved, travel and marketing became less of a problem. 

Aroung 1900 they ground "nigger heads" and tried to make roads but these were not 
successful as they would not pack. A petition was circulated and twenty-four miles of 


macadam roads were built. 
Today we have the fine statesroads &, 53, and 231 going through out town. 


—— 
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THIS 1906 U.S. MAIL TRUCK - loaded with sacks of letters and parcels des- 
tined for delivery within cities and towns of a younger Nation, is a sharp con- 
trast to the new, light-weight, standard mail vehicles developed under the mail 


service improvement directives» 
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Wolcott Fire Department in 1894. First fire engine. Sitting on engine: L. to R.- Ed 
Johnson, Bert Bunnel, Jim Caster, Bert Jackson, Will Roming, Jack Hemphill, Reed Spencer, 
and Charles Paterson. In front row L. to R.- Charles Betterner, Ed Block, Tom Grant, Fred 
Nicholas, Harve Delzell, Charles Dye, Dick Griffing, Merion Rader, Frank Cheneworth, Ed Dye, 
Robert Nordyke, Ed Dibell, and John Aulman. Man by tree is Andy Smith. Taken in front of 
old Wolcott School. 
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Wolcott’s Fires 


The early history of Wolcott is marked by numerous disastrous fires. At times 
parts of the business portion was almost swept away, but it has risen as one of the 
best towns of its size in Indiana. 

The fire of 1872 did much damage as several of the town's business houses were 
destroyed. In 1883 the town had a disastrous fire and the Christian Church, which 
was located on Range Street near where the Country I10 is now located, burned to the 
ground. It is said that the old bell tolled gruesomely as it came down. Other build- 
ings in that block were wiped out at the time. An article taken from the White Co. 
History of 1883 states; "A disastrous fire occuring onthe night of Jan. 28th ( pre- 
sent year) wiped out the business part, but the citizens with camnmendable energy 
immediately began the work of rebuilding. The new buildings on the sites of those 
consumed are better appointed and more Commodious than the old ones." 


In 1897 afire ragedoniiarket Street and old insurance records showthat Leopold's 
Store had a considerable loss. Again in the latter part of 1897, the frame building, 
later rebuilt and known as the Jones Building, burned. The north part of this old 


frame tuilding housed the fire department. 


The fire cf 1901 again raged in the same block, and old insurance records show 
numerous heavy losses. The latest loss to the business was in Febr.uary 1934, when 
the Dibel and Son Hardware Store burned. 

The first fire department was organized about 1888 with the following members: 
Messrs. Reed Spencer, Ed Johnson, James Eastesk, Charles Paterson, Charles Bettue, Dick 
Griffing, Fred Nickols, Ed Dye, Tom Grant, Ed Block, John Arolman, Ed Dibell, Bart 
Bunnell, Marion Rader, Harve Delzell, Robert Nordyke, Frank Chenewith, Bert Jackson, 
Will Roming, and Charles Dye. 

After the Water works was completed in 1915, the Fire Co. had a hose cart that 
fastened to a hydrant. It had a chemical tank on it. The first Truck was a Model T. 
During World War 11 they got an International Truck, it had been used as a school 
bus for four years. It had the first booster pump and carried 1100 gallon of water. 
West Point and Princeton Townships together purchased a new Dodge Truck in 1948. This 
truck has a high pressure fog system. It carries 9.0 pounds of pressure. They also 
have an International pickup truck and it is used to haul water to keep the Dodge 
truck in operation. It carries 440 gallons of water, can pump from streams or wells 
and also has a small pump used to put out brush fires. The department has another 
truck used primarily to haul water. It has an 1100 gallon tank on it and a fump to 
fill and empty. 

The fire department has always been on volunteer basis. The present firemen are 
Messrs. Loren Foulks, Junior Foster, Junior England, Harold Shanklin, Thomas Mathew, 
Russell Emond, Herbert Gehlback, Russell Parks, Charles Blume, Ivan Blunt, and Henry 


Westerhousr, with Henry Westerhousr as Fire Chief. 
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Russ Emonds, Hank Westerhouse, Russell Parks, 


1961 L to R 
Charlie Blume, Ivan Blunt, Junior Foster, Loren F walks. Several others not shown. 


Wolcott Fire Dept., 


View of Market Street after fire of 1902. Ruins of Ferguson Build 


ground, 


Scene from Railway Depot after the fire of 
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1902. 
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Band plays on the grandstand at the corner of Market and Range Streets during 


Wolcott Fairs 


View north on Range Street from railroad tracks during 1896 fair. 
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Baby Cantest 1896. Winner: Baby of Mr. and Mrs. Orville Wantling. Mrs. Wantling 
was the daughter of Sam and Susan (Dobbins) James. Baby in center right of grand- 


Wolcott Fairs 


View looking East on Market Street from Ferguson Hotel Balcony 1896. Early Wolcott 


Fairs were more in the nature of Trade Fairs, where many merchants displayed their 
merchandise. 
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Views of Smith-Copper-Mason Furniture Factory fire in March 1951. On site now 


occupied by Thayer, Inc. 


Below: Train wreck in Wolcott on Sunday, February 18, 1951. 
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Balloon Ascension. Evidently taking place from present site of water works: 


Kids all dressed up for the costume contest 
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Looking north on Range St. from railroad in front of Dibell's Hardware 
Names il aetoths ete me Divel lL pas, Harve Delzel Walker Smeiser, -----, 


Mrs.. Dibell( ? ), Dorrance Dibell ( the boy ), -----, Tom Jackson ( sitting ) 


View of the Grandstand and street at a less busy moment. 
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Wolcott Community Library 


By 
Mrs. Lena F. Welsch 


Views of library in new location. Mrs. Hugh Jackson, attendant. 


The Wolcott Community Library was established in 1923 through the efforts of 


groups of Club women in the Town of Wolcott. The Woman's Club, the I.S.W. Club and the 
U. E. Club were quite active in promoting the public library and they were ably assist- 
ed by Mr. W. H. Gerberich. Much credit and praise goes to Mr. Gerberich for his per- 
sonal efforts and support in establishing and encouraging apublic Library in Wolcott. 

The Library was first housed in a room over the People's Co-operative Store. The 
books were donated by the townspeople. Also afew books were loaned by the Store Lib- 
rary. 

The first governing board was set up with Mr. Gerberich as President and Rev. 
Martin of the Baptist Church as Secretary. Mrs. Albert (Iela) Miller was the first 
libarian and she opened the Library to the public three afternoons a week. The main- 
tenance costs of the library were met by the united efforts of the Woman's Club, I. 
W. A. Club, U. E. Club, and other groups as they launched different projects for this 
purpose. During this period, the largest single donation of one hundred dollars was 
given the library by the 1925 Senior Class of the Wolcott High School. 

In 1926 Mr. W. H. Gerberich was elected township trustee along with a vote of 
approval that the public library be placed on a tax supported basis. This important 
move meant that the library could now go forward and strengthen its services. On Jan. 
1, 1927 Judge B. F. Carr appointed Mrs. Maude Kean and Mr. Truman Holdridge to serve 
with Mr. Gerberich as the first duly appointed Board of Trustees. The library was 


moved to an upstairs room above its present location. 
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In 1933, Mrs. Lena Welsch as library trustee and later as librarian achieved the 
classification of all the library books. Miss Carrie Clark, arepresentative from the 


State library assisted this movement in establishing the catalogue and permanent 
records for the library. During this time, the number of school readers was greatly 
increased through Mrs. Welsch's efforts in compiling graded school lists. Also the 
additional noon hours established in the library schedule proved an especial benefit 
to rural students. 

With increasing evidence that libraries were too open to political abuse, alib- 
rary law was passed in 1947. This law not only removed appointing authorities subject 
to party influence, but it unified many different types of libraries and classified 
them. The Wolcott Public Library now became a Class | Library- converting to that 
status July 15, 1947. This law also set up aboard of Trustees of five members. Fresent 
members of the Wolcott Community Library Board are: 

Mrs. Lena F. Welsch, Pres. 

Mr. Milton E. Gudeman, V. Pres. 
Mr. Donald J. DeBeau, Treas. 
Mrs. Edna J. Victor, Sec. 

Mrs. Blanche E. Biesecker 

Since all libraries stress the need for qualitied librarians they promote and 
support the certification necessary to bring to the library that experience, training 
and salesmenship so vital in library work. Since the resignation of the late Mrs. 
Miller in 1933, the library has been served by the following acting librarians, Mrs. 
Wanita Wilson, Mrs. Jessie Sieber and Mrs. Goldie Booker. Mrs. Madge Jackson has 
served during the past year. 

The 1947 Library Law also permitted libraries to establish a Library Improvement 
Reserve Fund for needed equipment and building improvements or purchases. This fund 
together with a Library Boardof vision and dedication to the library's interest, has 
made possible the moving of the Wolcott Community Library to its present location- 
the quarters formerly occupied by the Bank of Wolcott. 

The potential population to be served by thelibraryis 1674 (Wolcott860 - Prince- 


ton Township 814)). A merger was made in 1953 uniting the Town and Township into a sin- 
gle library district with a uniform tax rate. The registration records now show 1009 


readers and the book collection has grown to 5973 books with 14 periodicals currently 
received. This represents a long stride fromthat day in 1923 when the Wolcott Public 
Library opened its doorsto the public with only a few donated books. Now the Wolcott 
public has access to the latest and best fiction, and the very interestingly written 


and informative non-fiction in its growing collection. 
The Wolcott Community Library represents the cultural interests of a progressive 
community. Its expansion and growth reflect the pride and interest of the people who 


are increasingly aware that the growth of their comunity and indeed the fate of a 


nation depend on an informed and concerned public. 


: 


Wolcott Airport 


By 
L. Bert Emond 

On Sept. 26, 1928, the Emond family west of Wolcott was approached by Mr. YW. P. 
Harman, Comissioner of Bureau of Lighthouses, from Washington, D. C. in regard to 
establishing an intermediate Emergency landing field for air navigation. 

At this time the bureau was establishing beacon lights every ten miles from Chi- 
cago to Cincinnati to mark the air route with revolving beacons, and every fifty 
miles emergency and intermediate landing fields were established. 

At this early date, pilots flying mail-carrying planes were guided by the beacon 
lights and many times in stormy weather the pilots could not see from one light to the 
next. Planes carried very few instruments and most navigation was done visually. 


In the winter and spring of 1929, sixty acres of land was fitted for a landing 
field on the Emond farm, The landing field was located a quarter mile north of the 


highway and a beacon light and supply building was erected in the southwest portion of 
the field. 
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Aerial view of Wolcott Airport in early 1930's 
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On April 1, 1929, Mr. Weck, chief airways weather observer from the Chicago 
weather bureau located at what is now known as Midway Airport, Chicago, flew in to 
Wolcott and appointed L. Bert Emmd as weather observed and reporter. Weather obser- 
vations were phoned in to Chicago 4 A.M., Q9:15A.M., 1:15 P.M., 8P.M., and 11 PM: 
every day and many times the Emond home was called for special observations. 

There were many times that pilots flying south would leave Chicago with good 
weather clearance and then by the time they arrived in the Lafayette area they would 
be fog bound, return to Wolcott, land their ship, and await clearance from the Chi- 
cago Office. Mrs. Ella Kmond (Bert's mother) fed and bedded down many of these early 
day scheduled fliers. Her Sunday dinner fried chicken was known to all the pilots 
and many times a pilot would land on Sunday about noon with imaginary engine trouble, 
just to be invited in to eat. 

On June 28th, 1930, Mr. E. W. Libbey, Chief Clerk of Bureau of lighthouses from 
Washington, D. C. dropped in to the mond home with intentions to change the location 
of the landing field on the farm, build 4 new watch house, and install a complete, 
new weather station. Negotiations were completed with the Department of Commerce through 
Mr. E. F. Morgan, acting Secretary of Commerce, andthe field boundaries were reloc- 
ated. The field from the highway toahalf mile north was fenced in and fences removed 
between the farm adjoining the west end of the north portion of this field. Land was 
rented from Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wingard and an L-shaped field was established with 
runways one-half mile in length each way. At this time the beacon light and supply 
house was moved from the field location and set wp just east of the Emond farm home, 
and anew watch-house was built. (This was really avery nice five-room bungalow having 
an instrument room, living room, bedroom, kitchen, and bath." 

Irving Fitzpatrick was assigned as keeper on August 26, 1930, being assigned to 
Wolcott fromasimilar post at Sterling, Illinois. Mr. Fitzpatrick relieved Bert Emond 
from further duties relative to making telephone and telegraphic reports to Chicago 
and Indianapolis. 

Archie C. Camexon arrived from Detroit, Michigan on August 27, 1930 to take up 
position as second observor. The weather reports were still made via telephone and 
telegraph but eventually a new teletype system was installed. 

In the process of moving the airfield location the electric boundary lights were 
removed and lanterns were lit every night to mark the boundary of the field and the 
principal runways. The new field was opened to the public on September 8, 1939. At 
this time the telephone company removed the party line system fromthe watch-house and 
installed aprivate line from Wolcott to the airport. 594-B was a familiarphone number 
to many an early flyer. Installation of the teletype system was started on Sept. 15 
and held up for several days because of parts not yet received. Finally on Sept. 17, 
1930, the first weather message via teletype from Wolcott was transmitted at 1:15 P.M. 

With only two keepers on Hand the work shift was from 7 A.Mi to 7 P.M: for one 
Keeper, then 7 P.M. to 7 A.M. for the other. This was aseven day a week job for both 
Keepers, soonNov. ist L. Bert Emond was appointed to relieve these Keepers part time. 
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The Wolcott beacon 


Two mail planes downed by the blizzard 


S<Sk | 


"Doc" Ator, one of the 


Tegular mail pilots flying 
An All Metal "Flamingo" the Wolcott route 


With three men on duty the working hours were changed to eight hour shifts. On Feb. 2 
1931 these hours were changed whereby two keepers worked the three shifts for two weexs 
while the third keeper toox a week off. Hours were from noon to midnight and midnight 
to noon. On Nov. 7 Eugene Sigo relieved Bert Emond's watch for one week. 

In the fail and winter of the year landings were frequent pecause of inciement 
weather moving in after plane departures from Chicago or Indianapolis. On Jan. 17, 
1931 new radio equipment was received making possible communication with planes and 
the transmission of code to keep planes on course. This eventually eliminated the ten 
mile marker beacon Ligits. 

Such excerpts as "Truck driver stopped at @ A. M. with truck afire which was 
extinguished by Cameron," and "Party of two men, two women, and two babies stopped 
at 2A. M. to warm themselves" are logged in the log book Of Feb. 14 and 15, 1931. 

Passengers were then being flown on regular schedules and Flamingo airplanes 
(four passengers plus pilot) were frequently in when grounded by weather. Many were the 
times when passengers and mail were transferred to such places as Wateseka, Logansport, 
and Rensselaer to be placedon trains while ship and pilot remained on the field until 
the weather cleared. In March of 1931 the use of weather ceiling balloons was estab- 
lished which meant an easier way to measure cloud heights. 

On October 11, 1931, Stanley Kasper of Jeffersonville, Indiana was appointed as 
principal keeper thus relieving Fitzpatrick of this positim. Archie Cameron was trans- 
ferredtoLone Rock (Maustin) Wiscamsin, and Fitzpatrick assumed Cameron's duties with 
Emond advanced from substitute keeper to assistant keeper. 

Notes from log book, May 17, 1931 say: "55 landings so far this year." "Paul Sn.ick 
arrived at 6 P. M. inplane #NC 797 V for overnight stop. "May 18: "Paul Snick departed 
for Plymouth and Indianapolis.” 


Wednesday, June 17, 1931, was the day that the third all Indiana Airplane Good 
Will Tour visited Wolcott under the sponsorship of the Lions Club. The first plane to 
arrive was a twelve passenger Ford Tri-motor at 11: 90 A. M. The next advance ship of 
the tour was piloted by Lieutenant Smith and assistant tour director Fischer of 
Indianapolis as passenger. Remainder of the tour planes came in until 2:30 PoaMowin 
all twenty-four airplanes of all makes and models were on the Wolcott field at one time. 
One minor accident occured when a Travelaire plane piloted by Franklin Herdich with 
Bob Shank as passenger nosed over on its back when making a landing with set brakes. 
A crowd of spectators estimated at 3000 came to watch the Good Will Arrivals. There 
were two miles of cars parked along the highway with several hundred cars parked in 
Emond's barn yard and a few on the edgeof the airport. Pilot Loomis of the Ford Tri- 
motor reported 125 passengers carried in paid flights. Only one of six expected army 
planes arrived. Several other tour planes also failedto reach Wolcott. Three passengers 
were flown to Gary by tour pilots. \Note by writer:) A remark made upon return from air 
ride in Ford Tri-motor by Mr. James Blake, Uncle Jim as known by many, was: "It was 


just like sitting in a rocker near the window at home, with a tractor engine running 
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outside." Mr. Blake really enjoyed this ride and spoke of it often. He was over seventy 
years old at the time.) 

Log Book: December 24, 1931 _ A delegation of six men: one radio engineer, one 
electrical engineer, onecivil engineer, one photographer, one aeronautical elgineer, 
and one interpreter representing the Russian government with lettersof introduction 
from Clarence M. Young visited this station from 1:15 to 1:45 P.M. They were traveling 
in aseven passenger Lincoin auto with New York license plates and came to this field 
from Chicago stating this was the only intermediate field they were advised to visit 
on their tour of inspection. Information concerning the operation of the station was 
requested by them and granted and pictures were taken by their photographer. From here 

they were going to Indianapolis. 

Log Book: March 6, 1932 - Blinding snowstorm. Pilot Hammer landed in Waco. Stayed 
overnight. March 7 - Temperature zero. Wind 35 m.p.h. Blowing snow. Pilot and keeper 
tried to start plane motor. Wore themselves out and mustered acrewof farmers to help 
turn the inertia starter, but still nosoap. Called crew mechanics from Chicago. Mail 
heid over last night and Boyd was sent from Chicago to pick up mail and continue its 
delivery. rae 

On June 1, 1932, Ferris W. Fitzpatrick, brother of Irving Fitzpatrick, was ass- 
igned as assistant keeper and kept watch here until transferred to Centralia, Illinois 
on Dec. 19, 1932, when Karl Lieth was transferred to Wolcott from Centralia. 

Log Book: -July 2, 1933 - Paul Snick in Waco Cabin landed for gas and a short 
visit with his mother. Took on 19 gallons of gas. Oct. 29. 1933 - Paul Snick (iocal 
home boy) in Waco Pullman landed for a visit with his mother. Had three passengers 

On Jan. 31, 1934, L. Bert Emond, assistant keeper at Wolcott, was transferred to 
duty at Lone Rock (Maustin) Wisconsin. On the same date W. G. Stephenson of West 
Allis, Wisconsin, was transferred to Wolcott to replace Emond. 

With W. G. Stephenson as principal keeper and Irving Fitzpatrick and Karl Lieth 
as assistants the station operated with many usual and unusual incidents until July 
1, 1935, when the station was decanmissioned and all radio and teletype equipment was 
moved to the present location at Purdue University, West Lafayette Indiana.. The field 
boundary lights and equipment were then moved to Jasper County Airport at Rensselaer, 
thus ending the life of a government operated airport at Wolcott from 1929 toJuly 1, 
1935, just one month short of six years. The Watch-house later was demolished and 
wrecked. The beacon light stood jdle for several years, and was finally given toa 
private airport at Monticello for errection and use there. 

Names of pilots operating over Wolcott, all having spent some bad weather Stops 
at Wolcott Airport (known as CC-19-) were Rex Harker, Sussott, Doc Ator, John Pricer, 
Steve Maguire, Lionel Stepen, Huffman, Barnes, Hammau, JoeHammer, Fields, Vine, Weh- 
rung, Little, Jones, McCallum, Young, Boyd, Munn, Blomgren, Merrill, Dclsm, Proctor, 
Bob Rentz, and Jimmy Doolittle, who was later to achieve fame in World War II as com- 
mander of the first air force group tomake a raid on Tokyo. Another famous flyer who 
once stopped at Wolcott was Amelia Earhart. Many of the above men went on in aviation 
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to make history and take part in developmentsin their work. Pilot Boydwaslost in a 
snow storm west of Brookston one morning and making a crash landing was killed, thus 
ending the life of a young man (only 23 years old) who in this writer's mind would 
have gone far in aviation. 

The Wolcott airport is gone -- yetitspassing was due tothe advances in aircraft 
instrumentation and air safety that in its small way it helped make possible. 


Early operators: 
Left: Irving Fit- 
zpatrick, Right: 
Archie Camera sae aati 


Mail Plane 


Left: A. J. Bollier, 
his wife, and the 
"Eag lerock" Right: 
Paul Snick and his 
plane 


Wolcott Town Government Since 1889 


As has been previously mentionedin this history, the corporation of the town of 
Wolcott was dissolved in 1875. Changing times made it desirable for the town to re- 
‘incorporate. An election of officers was held and the first meeting of the new town 
board was held June 20, 1889. Officers were Henry Magruder, President; T. J. Bunnell 
and B. J. Dibeli, Trustees; E. B. Dibell, Clerk-treasurer; and Walker Smelser, Marshall. 

Barly actions and ordinaces dealt with matters of taxes, public safety, licens- 
ing, etc. Traffic problems seen to be acontinuing problemas one of the early ordina- 
nces passed on July 3, 1889 "prohibited fast or immoderate riding or driving in the 
streets and alleys of the town of Wolcott." Parking also seems to have been an early 
problem for ou July 3, 1901 "on complaint about people hitching in the school grounds 
Marshall ordered to put up signs forbidding the hitching on school grounds. 

Foliowing a disastrous fire on April 1, 1893 the town bought its first fire en- 
gine from tae Lindgren Mahan Chemical Fire Engine Company of Chicago, Illinois at a 
cost of $500. 

Other early safety measures included regulation of firearms, fireworks, muzzling 
Oindogs,, bicycie riding on sidewaiks, andonJune 4, 1894 "that ball playing or catca- 
ing balls or other objects on the streets in the business part of said town, or in 
front of any vuilding or buildings where giass is fronting ou said street or streets 


is hereby deciared forbidden." (Evidently some store window had suffered disastrous iy 
from contact with a ball.) 


Improvements were made throughout the years. A franchise for the first tele- 
phone service was grated to the Goodiand Telephone Company on September 28, 1897. 
An eiectric iiflit franchise for an eiectric light system was granted to George F. 
Raker on October 5, 1897. A franchise for 4n interurban railroad iine was granted to 
The Indiana Northwestern Tranction Company December 17, 1909, but the line was never 
Dui t: 

Care of streets has also been a constant concern. On June 17, 1908 the follow- 
ing ordinance was passed: "that all able-bodied male persons, except insane, idiots, 
deaf and dumb, and blind persons of said town over the age of twenty-one and under 
fifty years are hereby required to work on the streets of the town two days each 
year. Any person Liable to work asprovided ia Sec. 1 of said ordinance may be dis- 
charged from such work by payment to tne town Marshall of the sum of one dollar and 
fifty cents (1.50) for each day he is reguired to work on said streets." Fortunate- 
ly for today's citizens, this ordinance is no longer in force. Today nearly all 
streets are paved. 

a 


The town's first city water system was completed in June of 1915. A new water 
system and water tower was constructed in 1949. 

Present problems concern the stability of the town's water supply at all times 
of the year and better drainage for many partsof the town that suffer during periods 
of excessive rainfall. These problems are in the process of solution. Natural gas 
lines were extended into the town for service in the fall of 1960. Let us hope that 
the town of Wolcott can look forward to the next 100 years with confidence. 


So 


Water tower today: view to west. Water tower under construction in 1949 
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Present Town Marshall: Harry Lehnen Present Town Board, left to right: Mac 
Dismore, Fred Reiss, and Jesse McCollun. 
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Above - Trustee and Advisory Board, left to right: Gerald Forbes, Edward Heinrich, 


Trustee; Paul Schwab, and Bill Pender. 
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White Couuty Officers 


Top row, 1 to r: Russell Gordon, Judge; Wayne Timmon, 
Clerk; Fred Schwanke, Prosecuting Attorney; Ivan Elmore, 
Assessor; Second row, 1 to r: Wn. Altherr, Surveyor; 
Mildred Olsen, Recorder; Walt McColly, Treasurer; Dr. 
H. M. Gish, Corner; Third row, 1 tor: Harold Alkire, 


Commissioner; Wayne Shoop, County Commissioner; Robert 
L. Don, Auditor; Dean Miller, Commissioner; Bottom row; 
Charles G. Miller, White County Sheriff. 
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“lhe Sound Of War 


The Civil War 


The Civil was was the first U.S. war in which White 
County participated fully. Over 2200 men from White County 
served at some time during the Civii War. Seven full companies 
were raised in the county and others formed part of other 
Commands. Over $191,000 was officially raised in the county in 


support of war. Thousand more were raised in private donations 
for war relief. 


Most of the first men to enlist from White County were 
part of Colonel Milroy's Ninth Regiment of Indiana Volunteers or in Company K of the 


tenth Regiment of Indiana Volunteers at ‘Indianapolis. Their most serious battle engage 
ment Was aS Rich Mountain, West Virginia. 

The following companies were furnished from White County: Company K, 29th Regi- 
ment; Company G, 46th Regiment; Company G, 63rd Regiment; Company F, 99th Regiment; 
Company K, 116th Regiment; Company F, 138th Regiment; and Company G, 151st Regiment. 
All cf these units saw actin in many important engagements of the Civil War, some 
Suffering heavy losses. About 109 White County men lost their lives whilein the ser- 


vice during the Civil War. 


{mn 1862 Princeton Township had ahome militia of ninety-five men, and ninety-one 
volunteers in service. 


Spanish-American War 


In the Spanish-American War of 1898 White County furnished one company, known 
as Company J. 161st Indiana Volunteers, plus others to other units. This company was 
mustered into service on Juiy 13, 1898, and ordered toJacksonville, Florida, in Aug. 
7, whereit stayed until December 12. It arrived in Havanna, Cuba, on December 14, 1898. 
The company was mustered out of service on April 29, 1899, and arrived back in Monti- 
celio May 3, 1899. 


World Wars I and II, and the continuing struggie 


“hese wars were different from the previous wars in that the draft was the main 
means of raising man power. "Greetings".came to mean much more than just asalutation! 
Also, with the exception of National Guard units, recruits were no longer grouped ia 
units by state but scattered through many divisions. This was to avoid the wholesale 
decimation of man power suffered by some communities during the Civil War when parti- 
cular units suffered by heavy casualties. 


The "home front" also grewin importance during these wars, with rationing, bond 


drives, civil defense, and urgings to increase production to support the men at the 


front taking on vital importance. 
The lists of names that follow include tothe best of our knowledge names of the 
veterans of our community who have taken part in past wars. However, in light of the 
Korean Police Action and the continuing "cold war" struggle with the Soviet Union, 
virtually all young men become service veterans at some time in their lives today. 


KOREAN WAR VETERANS 


James Deardorff Russell Wagner Donald Jackson 

Hollis Thurston Reuben Miller Larry Jackson 

Weitaniiackeon Clifford Dolick John Owen 

James Moore Robert Smith Sam Dyer 

Richard Wagner Max Chamberlain Michael Wood 

Eli Hershberger Don Chamberlain Gilbert Beaver 

James Humphreys Jim Sutton Joe Emond 
Russell Owen Wendell Hendress 


Charles Ankiker 


WOLCOTT WORLD WAR II Hamor Roll- on N. E. corner 
of Standard Station Lot, Market and Range Streets. 
PFC. Roy E. Leader and I/S Ray F. Plummer. 


ISEPH SULIONE 

PUL HiNDLE i 

WERRETN wae) 

DONALD PROVE iLOoYDd SY me ape 

— 

KENNETH WO = 
* L MENDESSHOT 


wy 


gw It Min 7 
\\ As = © op 
diy, 


duting oy weal, ts Le Duras 2 fi: O10 the DCbULEL of the B brid Yatcs 
UB fae ek day of eAugaith..., 1508, at( PQS 
ee UAE EEL A anny bea son Ve ee aes 
Ve WNo obj cotton to his bein i te-cntusted hnown to exist y! 3 So 
caechale aA ae C7 Lz ante . 


, (is Brealey, Xe ar Rrekeye 
ADL. fe cl Nane inches hi gh poe pe Lt0 LL. es K we 
hath, and ts “y ocetfe alto, when entolle dL, a... LPH” ZHEEM C aes 

USA 


_— [ee oa 


({="*This sentence will be erased should there be anything 


in the conduct or physical condition of the soluier 
rendering him unfit for the Army. 


A. G. O., No. 99.] ‘ 
, Commanding the Regt. 


Wolcott Liberty Guards 1918 


White County Liberty Guard Band 1918 


Left to Right - First Row Cody Miller, --, Russell Dye, --, Doc Miller, Gibson, 


--, Second Rcaw::--, Fred Young, Jackie Lux, Harry Jones, --, --, Third Row’ Irvin 
Pemberton, Robert M. Dye, Ray Hinshaw, --, Bill Griffin. Fourth Row: Kraft, Ted Minch, 
Fairchild, --, --, Andy Smith, J. M. Winters, Lon Nelson. 
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Tan Conley 
Asbury Boussam 


Paris Nordyke 
Holt Dawson 


David Funk 
Robert Gallreath 
Samuel Spencer 
Lambert Spencer 
Curtis Statton 
Elisha Slocum 
Francis Boulden 
Sdward Hemphill 
James Peigh 


CIVIL WAR VETERANS 


Sylvester Honeycutt 
William Irvine 
William Pugh 
James Rogers 
Beckwith Rogers 
Worden Rogers 
Luke Rogers 
Michael Keller 
Aaron Miller 
Griffth Thomas 
John Spencer 
John Dobbins 
Martin Dobbins 


SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR VETERANS 


James Rader 
M. R. Stanley 
Guy Geodrich 


WORLD WAR I VETERANS 


Freeman McKinney 
Charles Ross 
Robert Hamilton 
John Bondreau 
Bluford Ball 

Dave Sell 

Herman Blume 
Archie Dondlinger 
Sikko Swartz 
Lloyd Small 

Guy Parsons 

Wyatt A. Stanley 
Simeon Blunt 
George Hamilton 
Clarence Hendershot 
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Frank Dobbins 
Lee Holdridge 
Herb Rogers. 


Lloyd A. Kellogg 
Thomas C. Walters 
Eben W. Burley 
Fern Kingsbury 

J. E. Purple 

Ray Darrow 
Everett Swartz 
Ira W. Deardorff 
Alex Cota 

John Anker 
Warren Grossnick le 
Effie Folty 
Clifford Fowler 
Frank Arvin 

Paul Dawson 


WORLD WAR I VETERANS CONT. 


Arthur Fleenor 
William Cougill 
Axel Franson 

Dr. E. L. Welsch 
Harry E. Watson 
Harry Dyer 

Chase B. Hollett 
Merle Vanderwort 
Robert Dye 

John Andres 
Henry Park 
Minnie Jackson 
Bert Bowsher 
Charles Martin 
Adam Kucher 
Wilbert Stockment 
Dick Nightingale 


Edward Schlademan 


Jess Dillon 
Edward Huntington 


Harry Dibell 
John Conkle 
Ralph Strous 
John Farrell 
Merle Martin 
Louis Sorenson 
Verne Bice 
William Austin 
Paul Woodhouse 


Albert Anker 
Henry Downing 
Roy Booker 
Frank McCallum 


George Bernhart 
James lucas 


*killed in action or 


died in service 


Mary Jane Allen 
Jacob Anker 
Ivan Blunt 
Frank Baynes 
Carl Brehmer 
Norbert Brown 
Paul Brown 
Ernie Burcham 
Richard Bullock 
Roger Bissonnette 
Ted Clark 

James Coilins 
Paul Clark 

Paul Glauses 
Francis Clark 
Linus Clark 
Ralph Conder 
William Conder 
Laurence Crosby 
Walter Cooper 
Sherman Cantlan 
William Covington 
Rex Darrow 

Leo Demaris 

Mac Dismore 
George Dolick 
Eimo Dotson 
Herb Dyer 

Paul Diemer 
Forrest Duff 
Wayne Deardorff 
Raymond Dallinger 


Charlies Downing 


WORLD WAR II VETERANS 


loren Foulks 
Rex Fowler 


Oscar Francin 
Hérman Furrer 
Junior Foster 
Junior Fleenor 
"Melvin Easterday 
Richard Evans 
*Howard Evans 
Kernie Easterday 
Donald Emonds 
'lyle Goldorf 
Donald Greenburg 
Milton Gudeman 
Dale Goss 

Robert Goss 
Laurence Guingrich 
Donald Guinrich 
Robert Gehlbach 
Richard Gillespie 
Donald Healer 
Wiison Harlow 
Elmer Hall 

Wayne Hendershot 
Roy Hoshaw 

John Humphrey 
Glen Hickman 
Robert Hoffman 
Kenneth Hamilton 
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(Includes Princeton, 
West Point and Round 


Grove Twps.) Partial 


Martha Humphreys 
Paul Hasselbring 
Theodore Hofstetter 
Jess Jofstetter 
Michael Hanna 
Edward Haskins 
Lloyd Jordan 

Jack Kingsburn 
Melvin Klopfenstein 
Levi Klopfenstein 
Harold Knochel 

Jack Kelly 

Paul Kelly 

Dick Keily 

Lee Kiser 

J chn Keys 

Urban Kyburz 
Charles keller 
Robert Kercher 


Dean Kercher 
Ruban Kercher 


L. G. Kercher 


*Maurice Kercher 


Harry Jackson Jr. 
Luther Lucas 
Gordon lucas 
Robert logan 
Everett logan 
Dean Logan 

Harry ‘lehnen 
Richard Lani 
Alfred Lawson 

Roy Leader 


Clardie Lawson 
Harold Lawscn 


Donald LeBeau 
Francis Lani 
Leslie Linder 
William Lawson 
George Lucy 
Robert Leader 
Robert Latti 
Warren Luthi 
Charles Moore Jr. 
James F. Moore 
James Mathew 
Leonard E. Mathew 
Leonard I. Mathew 
Maurice Mathew 
Orville Mathew 
Thanas Mathew 
Philip Mathew 
George Mathew 
*Paul J. Mathew 
Melvin Meyers 
John McCleary 
Lloyd Miller 
Hollis May 
Charles C. Martin 
James Martin 
*Donald Moore 
Melvin Marquie 
Carl Nance Jr. 
Boyd Murphy 
Clarence Mur thy 
Leonard Navarro 
Dick Nance 
Robert Nordyke 


*Carl A. Nordyke 
Ralph Demoss 


Burdell Dearduff 


WORLD WAR II VETERANS, 


Gene Oberlander 
Francis Oberlander 
Fred Oberlander 
Wallace Qwen 
Randall Owen 
Tim Poindexter 
Cecil FErovo 
Marvin Provo 
Harry Provo 
Donald Provo 
Ray Plummer Jr. 
Cecil Pearson 
John Powell 
Donald Phillips 
John Fearson 
Glen Royer 
Byron Rauer 
Stanley Rauer 
Quenton Rauer 
Harold Rector 
Jim Rector 
“Clarence Riley 
Jim Riley 
Charles Scripture 
Cornelius Schmidt 
Russeil Spencer 
Warne Spencer 
Tom Schuman 
Thomas Schroeder 
Russell Swygman 


Vernon Spear 
Glen Spear 


Delbert Sharkey 
Ralph Sharkey 
John Shoemaker 
David R. Sell 
Vernon Miller 
Robert Folks 
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cont. 


Floyd Sell 


Roger Sharkey 
Joe Souligne 
Everett Swartz Jr. 


Fred Scifert 
Lloyd Safford 
Marion Swim 
Ervin Stoller 
Calvin Sutton 
Glen Thomas 
Merle Vandervort 
Richard /theeler 
Eugene Wagner 
Edward Wagner 
Francis Wagner 
Donald Wagner 
Ralph Wagner 
Melvin Wagner 
John Woods 

HE. Robert Welsch 
Royce Welsch 
Edward Widmer 
Richard Wiger 
Donald Winger 
Alvi Winger 
Lloyd Wolfe 
*Kenneth Wolfe 
William Weiss 
Anthony Wetii 
Earl Yerk 

John Young 

Jim Farks 

Merle Hendress 
Arthur Hendress 
Janie Mathew 
Ralph Rowe 
Vernon Dearduff 
Orville Farley 


Pennsylvania Depot. Wolcott, Ind. 


M 22 WIR 


Views of Wolcott Depot about 1916 


“Dixie Air Line” looking North, Wolcott, Ind. 1-wir 


§ 


North on Range Street about 1916 


Charles Dellinger 1913 
fal 


Market St. looking East, 
Wolcott, Ind. 4-wir 


Market Street east 1916 


MARKET SURRET, LOOKING WEST, WOLQOTT. ESD. « 


Sunday afternoon concert in 1920's. ale 


Market Street west 1916 


North on Range St., Woicott, Ind. 
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Looking North on 


North on Range St. about 1911 


LAFAYETTE CENTENNIAL 1925 
Ed Jackson and Oldsmobile (now 
owned by Tony Hulman). 
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Princeton Township Schools 


‘os N 
Oct 


The first school in the township was taught, itis thought, in the Palestine nei- 
ghborhood in 1894, with Edwin Bond as teacher. However, there is good authority that 
a school at Palestine was a round-log structure sixteen by eighteen feet and stood on 


Mortimer Modire's land. The Nordyke schoolhouse was of hewlogs. Both schoolhouses were 


fully furnished with puncheon seats and desks of the same materials and a fireplace. 
Before the enactment of the present Constitution of the State of Indiana in 1851 
taxation for the support of public schools was not permitted by the State Constitution, 
of 1816, drawn up when Indiana was admitted as a state. Article VIII of the new cons- 
titution directed the State Legislature to enact a law providing for free public edu- 
cation and spelled out in detail the collectim of revenue for a public school syst- 
em in Indiana. 


Prior to that time there was not a public school building in White County and no 


school teacher was paid from a publicfund. The man or woman who wished to become an 


instructor wowld make up a written agreement called a subscription paper and pass it 

around among the people of a certain neighborhood for signatures. The agreement us- 

ually called for a number of pupils at a certain price per pupil, and when the requi- 
red number was obtained the school would begin. 

The usual price for a term of three months was two dollars per pupil and the nu- 
mber of pupils to be taught was not to be less than twenty. The board and lodging for 
the teacher would be privided by the patrons of the school, each one in turn furnish- 
ing a share during the term, or if the teacher preferred (which was nearly always the 
case) he or she might choose a boarding place and remain there during the term for a 
compensation to the patron involved. The first plan was known as "boarding among the 
scholars" and the second as "boarding himself, or herself." 

It was several years after the passage of the Act of 1852 before enough money 
accumulated to maintain three month's school terms, and often donations from the pa- 
trons were required even then to meet the salary of the teacher. Under the public 
school system in its early years male teachers were usually hired for twenty dollars 
per month and board, and female teachers for about half that amount. This salary 
compared with other salary scaled of the day, for at that time the wages of a laborer 

or farm hand ranged from ten to fifteen dollars per month with board and lodging. 

Under the public school system a system of qualifications and certification was 
established for the licensing of teachers. Before that time the demonstration of a 
knowledge of reading, writing, and arithmetic was often all that was required by the 
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First Wolcott Public Schoolbuilding built in 1875. 
Stood on site of present gymnasium. 


patrons. 

After afew years enough money accumulated in the school fund to enable township 
trustees to start construction of school houses in their districts. The first frame 
schoolhouse in Princeton township was built about 1854 in the Nordyid settlement about 
one-half mile north of their first school. Altogether, there were perhaps at least 
thirteen schoolhouses besides the one in Wolcott eventually built, but probably only 
eleven of these and Wolcott were all in operation at the same time. The North school 
was the last one to be built. 

The original Wolcott building was built in 1875 by both township funds and pri- 
vate donations. The building was a frame building forty-eight feet square, two 
stories high, and cost about $6,000 to build. The plot of ground (two blocks) was 
donated by Anson Wolcott. Professor Wright was the first teacher in the new school 
In 1879 the school was divided into three departments with Professor William Ireland 
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Map showing approximate location of schools in Princeton Township through the 
years. The names Occasionally varied and not all were in operation at the same time. 
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taking charge as principal in 1880. (Professor Ireland was also a minister and the 
founder of the Christian Church in Wolcott). Evidently William Ireland was in charge 
of the upper grades with Homer Dibell in charge of the intermediate department and 
Miss. Clara Hutton in charge of the primary department. The school had an average 
attendance of 120 pupils in 1883. 

With the re-incorporation of the town of Wolcott in 1889, Wolcott had something 
of a city system under the laws of that day. By the end of the century education had 
finally acheived status. A truly modern system of education was beginning. The first 
Wolcott High School graduation took place in 1889 when eight pupils completed twelve 
years of schooling. A brick building was built in 1901 to take the place of the 
frame building of 1875. R. Spencer, G. F. Baker, and J. G. Kerlin were trustees of 
the Wolcott system at the time. C. A. Krutch and Co. were the architects and G. T. 
Paulissen was the builder. The new brick building was located to the west of the old 
frame building. The old frame school house stood where the lobby and entrance of the 
new gymnasium are today. An addition containing an assembly room upstairs and a gym- 
nasium downstairs was made in 1921. 

In 1915 Princeton Township had a total enrollment of 213 students, nine teach- 
ers and ten schoolhouses. Wolcott had 295 pupils, six teachers, and one schoolhouse. 
Through the years the one-room schoolhouses of the township gradually were discon- 
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"New" building built in 1901. 


tinued and the pupils sent to Wolcott. This was made easier by the fact that it had 
always been necessary to go to Wolcott for high school in the township. Seafield 
school was the last of the outlying schools to close in the late 1930's. 

Ground for a new gymnasium was broken May 18, 1952. Construction was completed 
in the summer of 1953 and interior work finished in the fall. This new building con- 
tained not only the largest gymnasium in the county but also a cafeteria, band room, 
home economics room, agricultural shop area, a classroom, a stage, and miscellaneous 
facilities. The old gymnasium in the older building was converted into classrooms in 
1956. The new building was constructed while Walter Baker was trustee and Truman 
Fields, Edward C. Heinrich, and Jack Kingsbury were members of the advisory board. 
The architect was Albert Heeter of Ft. Wayne, Ind., and the Tri-Lakes Development 
Company was the general contractor. 

Total enrollment in the Princeton Township Schools in September of 1961 was 504 
pupils, served by a faculty of twenty-three teachers. 
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First Graduation Class of Wolcott High School May 27, 1898 First Row: Florence 
Fred Townsley, E. B. Fizer 
Ednas, 


Wynekoop, John Fox, Edna Wynekoop, Second Row: Teachers, 


Third Row Truman Hcldridge, Pearl (Sidenbender) Anderson, Nelson Boicurtt, 


McBee, Guy Henderson. 


ADIEU. CLASS OF '98. 


“LABOR CONQUERS ALL.” 


The Commencement of the Wolcott High 

’. School passes off very “pleasantly Friday 

Ss evening. A largé audience was present to 
witness the exercises. 

Last Friday eveuing in then M. F, 
church were held the commencement 
exercises of the Wolcott High School, 
and to witness them both rooms of the 
church weré filled to. overflowing with 
friends of the class. The decorations 
of flowers, the national and class colors 
were profuse and were handsomely 
arranged with the class motto, ‘‘Labor 
Conquers all,” in large letters in the 
center of the chancel. When the first 
sound of .'the grand march began, Pro-- 
fessors Rizer and Townsley followed by 
the graduates entered the church audi- 
torium and passed up the: ajsle to their 
places. on the improvised rostrum. 
They presented a handsome appearance 
the gentlemen being dréssed in black 


and the ladies wearing white. The 
program as-printed was very. nearly 
carried~ out, only one or two minor 
changes being necessary. 


The salutatory by Miss Flossie 


Wynekoop was givenin a clear and dis- 


tinct tone without the least appearance 


of embarassment, 80 common on such 


occasions. This and the valadictory by 
Thomas Nelson Boicourt was the only 


‘part that the class took in the exercises. 


In Mr. Boicourt’s -address, -he gave 


evidence of an orator if special study 


was y made: i in that line. His remarks 


‘were well” chosen, in which he thanked 


the citizens of Wolcott for making it 
possible for the class to enjoy the 
privileges of the High School, and 
thanking their teachers for their faith- 
fulness and kindness during the past: 

The address of state Supt. Hon. D. 
M. Geeting, was expected to have been 
to the class, but was directed more to 
the parents and teachers of young 
children, and in this he sorely disap- 
pointed his listeners who were pre- 
pared for an entirely different subject. 
At the conclusion of the address, & song 


fe ah 


was sung, and the diplomas were pre- 
sented: by Hon. -Anson.Welcott. The. 
music rendered was appropriate for the 
occasion, and was favorably ‘comment- 
ed on by those present.. Indeed it 
could not have been enjoyed more had 
the musicians come from abroad. 

When the class was first. organized 
there were nineteen on membership 
roll, but owing to the fact that seme 
moved away while others lacked in- 
terest and the ambition to labor to con- 
quer all, the number. gradually dwin- 
dled to less than half and only eight re- 
mained faithful and inthe end were re- 
warded with the diplomas. The names 
of the class of ‘98 are: Misses Flossie 
and Edna Wynekoop, Edna Eveline 
McBee, Pearl Ethel Sidenbender, and 
Messrs. Truman Holdridge, Guy 
Ensley Henderson, John Jay Morrison 
Fox and Thomas Nelson Boicourt. 

The exercises were entirely devoid 
of any attempt at making a great dis- 
play, but were in harmony with the 
spirit of American freedom and our 
free schools. May it ever be so. 
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Wolcott 5th and 6th Grades, May 3, 1901. Harold Hart (with glasses) and Ryland 
Wolcott holding slate. 


First Row- Left toRight: Sadie Spencer, Maude Rader, Ermma Bull, Josephine Muir, 
Armanda Bicart, Lidia Spencer, Carrie Brown, EmmaGoodrich. Second Row- Left to right: 
Teacher, Ethel Hackley, Lulu Sexton, Arley Goodrich, Lulu Hufty, Sadie James, Vera 
Cronk. Third Row - Left to Right: Ora Kenrich, Bert Guise, Walter Baker, Bliss Lowman, 
Mrs. Risser, Principal,» Lillie Mattox, Effie Kenrich, Elsie Kenrich. 
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Second Grade 1908-Indian Drill. Names not in order; Lewis Wheeler, Hazel Hodshire, 


Della Ellis, Harry Jones, Burley Kiser, Russell Dye, Theron Wooden, Wilbert Raven, 


Martin Douzak, Jessie Miller Gwendolyn Spencer, Kent Yoh, Bliss Nordyke, Ester 
Blume, Lillian Fisher, Thelma Jackson, Marie Pollock, Ralph Owens, Clarence Lorentz, 


Cais 


Pearl Coffman, Russell Warner. 


Virgil Class and theirlatin "pony" 1918. Left to Right - Daisy Blunkett, Teacher; 


Harold Hart, Margaret Downing, Alma Lash, Ryland Wolcott, Laura Musselman, Samuel 


Wilson, and Corvin Abbott. 
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Pecmy  Waleatl, J 


Grade 3 - 1910 Ella Clapper, Teacher 


Below: Sohhomore Class of 1907. 
Members: Bernice Dyer, Bessie Darrow. 
Anthony Diemer, Abbie Dickson, Ethel 
English, John Humphrey, Harry Kerlin, 
Ernest Miles, Blanche Primmer, Rosa 
Sheen, winnie Waymire, Veda Spencer, 
Eben Wyncoop, Fern Young, Fred Young, 
Nora Byroad. 


Juniors and Seniors 1912 - Ist row, | to 
r - Marie Fisher, Marvell Clark, Daisy Voorhes, 
Bernice Sheen, Julia Winters, Jenny Jackson, 
Ethel Dibell, Roland Pemberton, Robert M. Dye, 
Raymond Naugle. 2nd row, | to r = Daisy Plunket 


Downing, Eleanor Nelson, Iva English, Martha 
Watson, Edith ‘Yarne, Edna Shoemaker, Emma Kean, 


Msry Humphreys, Ola Lux, Edna Wheeler, Bill 
Waymire. 3rd row, | tor - L. E. Wheeler, Sikko 
Swartz, Earl Carl, Evereét Roders, Elmer Har- 
mon, Russell Wooden, Ralph Renfrew, John Evans, 
Louis Goodrich, Clarence Fisher 4th row, 1 to 

r - Harry Dart, George Salla, Ray Plummer, 

Bill Clark, Harley Spangle, Frank Darrow, Leo 
Tyrrell, Cecil McCollum. 
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5th and 6th grade Manual training Class 
1912 Joe Sullivan, George Blume, Griff Dyer, 
Bert Emond, Mr. A. J. Reams, Preatice Smith, 
Harry Jones, ? , Bliss Nordyke, Russell 


Raloh Miles, Lewis Wheeler, Milton Leopold, ?. 


Third Grade, 1918. First row, | tor - 
Ralph Owens, Clarence Lorenz, Hazel Hodshire, 


Esther Blume, Harry Jones, , Second Row: 
John Lyons, Thelma Jackson, Jessie Miller 
Crosby, , Della Ellis, Marie Pollock 


Deardorff, Lillian Fisher Primmer, Martin 
Dluzak. Third row: Gwendolene Spencer Condon, 


George Grugel, Ralph Miles, Russell Dye, 


Cloyd Galbreth, , Kent Yoh, , Fourth 
row: , ’ , Pearl Coffman, Lewis 
Wheeler, Urabelle Ball Buschman, , Bliss 


Nordyke. Ella Watson Baker, teacher. 
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1932 School Bus 


Our Modern Fleet Of School Buses 
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Both rooms of Seafield School in 1930. Teachers: Edna Dart and Virginia Dodson. 


leth Anniversary” 


xt 


“Seafield School Celebrates $ 


1908 


20, 


rise, Friday, 


From the Wolcott Enterp 


One of the most unique school anniversaries ever observed in Indiana occurred at 


Seafield 


is pupils 


Wilson Smith and six of h 


met at the school house in Seafield to celebrate the 69th anniversary of 


Nov. 13, 1908 when B 


Friday, 


Indiana, 


? 


-49 


1848 


the first school in Princeton Township 


of 


clock the former teacher rang the bell which called not only the pupils, 


At 8 o 
of the present year but six of the pupilsof the term of 1848-49 A few minutes after 


clock both schools and all present joined Frof. Smith in the opening exercises, 
which consisted in all repeating the Lord's Prayer, after which Prof. Smith invoked 


9 o'! 
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divine biessings upon the pupils of both schools and thanked God for preserving the 
lives of so many of the pupils of the school of sixty years ago. After a song vy the 
present school, ali present were highly entertained by an address given by the old 
teacher, the Honorable B. Wilson Smith, now of Indianapolis. He began his address by 
describing the old school house, a diagram of which he drew on the biacxboard. The 
building was a round log structure with an open fireplace built of field stones and 
a chimney of sticks and clay. (me window furnished all the light. The furnishings con- 
Sisted of one table and three slab benches with five legs each along the side. A 
twelve-foot board along the side served as awriting desk. Goose quill pens were used. 
The school term, which began Nov. 13, 1848, lasted for 65 days. The average attendance 
was 13 (grades 7-10). The teacher boarded around with the patrons except for one family 
of fcur members who lived in one room with one bed. There werenomaps, no time pieces; 
the time was kept by observing the sun. 

At the close of his address Prof. Smith called the roll, which was responded to 
by Adrian Nordyke of Seafield, age 87; Ncble Nordyke of Wolcott, age 76; Rhoda Nordyxe- 
Hinchman of Wolcott, age 72; Mary Pugh-Hemphill of Wolcott, age 70. The teacher, B. 
Wilson, will be 79 years old Jan. 10, 1909 


The most remarkable fact of all is that after sixty years, out of a school with 
an average attendance of 13 (7-10) six of the pupils and the teacher were able tc 


attend the anniversary. 
A modern two-room brick building marks the site of the old log school house of 


Sixty years ago. 


Boom 4. Wolcott 
Lad. 


Seafield School -Room 2-1910(?) 


Seafield School,Room 2. Ton Kow: Jake Anker, 


Seafield School Baseball Team 1933 


Lucy Clary, --, ward, Miss Ethel Nolfe, Teacher. 
Second Row, John HasIma, -- Stotler, -- --- , Roy 
Blume, -- --- . Bottom Row: Kathryn Swatraub 

Martha Bollier, Olive Blume, -- Burch, Cordetta 


Stotler, Helen Bollier, Emma 4nker. 
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Sexton School 1906. Nellie Laurie, Teacher. 


Black Oak Community 


About 1844 a settlement to the northwest of Palestine was formed in Princeton 
Township. James Brown, from Chicago, was the first tosettleinthat area. He was soon 
followed by Jacob Myrtle and the Gooddale and Hemphill families. At one time a large 
number of families lived in this area. Though this community is gone today, memories. 
Still linger because of the past importance of the Black Oak school, whichinits day 
served as a community center. Originally a log school house ‘stood abaut a quarter of 
a mile northeast of the later site. As the community grew, a frame building was built 
a quarter of a mile southeast cf the earlier site on land owned by Chris Hardy, and 
later by John R. May, The name "Black Oak" came fromthe enormous black oak trees that 
shaded the building. Besides a school, the building alscbecame a community center, 
serving asaunion church and Sunday school since all demominations were represented. 
A branch of the Farmer's Alliance, which could perhaps be considered 2 forerunner of 
the Farm Bureau, was also organized there. Later the school was consolidated with 
Wolcott. Until recent years, Black Oak hanecomings were held and well attended, but 
the years have gradually taken their toll of those for whom the name a"Black Oak" held 
a special place in their hearts. 
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North School 1921. Ruth Wat- 


kins, teacher. 


Band Box School. Mrs. Etta 


Beaver, teacher. 


Palestine School 1926, Grades 
1-21. to r. Marie Hamilton, 
James Mathew, Dorothy McKillip, 
Dorothy Hamilton, Laura Hoover, 
James Akers, Deetta Dawson. 


Palestine School 1927 - 
Virginia Dodson, teacher, Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Lear visiting. 
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Last Day Dinner at Palestine 
School 1928. Virginia Dodson, 
teacher County Supt. Henry J. 
Reid and County Attendance 
Officer Imler present. 


Wolcott's first musical groups were community organizations. Shown aboveis Wol- 
cott's first band, organized in 1888. Front row, 1 to r: Jackie Hemphiil, Reed Spencer, 
Simon Dobbins, John Rogers. Back row, 1 to r: Dell Dobbins, Bert Bunnell, George 


Mathews, Andy Smith, Schuyler Dobbins, Bert Beard. 


Below: Wolcott Military Band, Active in the late 1890's and early 1900's Edgar 


Dunn, twelve years old, second from right in back row. 


xy 


y wT 
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Frank Hart, Wolcott drug- 
gist in uniform of the Wolcott 
Military Band around the turn 


of the century. 


ORCHESTRA 


Professor L. E. Wheeler (at left, rear) organized Wolcott High School's first 
musical group shown here in a photograph from the 1907 yearbook. Walter Schuyler to 
the professor's left Ryland Wolcott second from left in front row. 
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One of Charles Wolf's bands. Picture taken at Clinton County Fair, Frankfort, 
Indiana, 1914. Frontrow, 1 to r: ____, Clyde Fisher, Mrs. Roy Holly, L. E. Wheeler, 
(behind Mrs. Holly) Bill Fisher, Mr. Charles Wolf, Director; ____, Mrs. Charles 
Wolf, Tal Mitchell, Jay ? Second row: ____, _____, _____, Frank Darrow, Reed Spencer 
Clarence Fisher, Robert Dye, Irvin Pemberton, Doctor Roy Holly. Third rows. 2-3 
Sam Degering, Coty Miller, Row Winters, Harry Kerlin, ___.. Dr. Holly (dentist) 
later moved to Crown Point and became sheriff. At his death his wife took his place, 
and was sheriff when John Dillinger made his famous escape from the Crown Point Jail. 


Charles Wolf’s Wolcott Band 


Before the turn of the century Wolcott was noted far and wide for its fine town 
band. At one time Wolcott supported two good adult bands. Older residents recall that 
some of the earlier directors were a Mr. Von Court, Mr. 0. E. Tansey and Mr. Verweire. 
After their departure Wolcott was determined to continue to have a high-class band. 
This determination paid off in 1908 when Mr. Chas. H. Wolf was obtained. He was one of 
the best known and most popular cornetistof Chicago. He has held the position of solo 
cornetist with Victor Herbert, the French Opera Company and practically all the lead- 
ing musical organizations in Chicago. Chas. H. Wo.f and his band made Thursday evening 
band concerts a tradition for years. This band was sought by manyother towns and com- 
munities. They played several years for the Clinton County Fair, Fowler Horse Show, 
Trails in Lafayette, etc. 

Mr. Wolf stayed at the Ferguson Hotel where he gave lessons and rehearsed the young 
band. In 1913 Mr. Wolf married the hotel keeper's daughter, Oma Ferguson. He commuted 
from Chicago to Wolcott from 1908 to 1913 when he made Wolcott his headquarters. 

About 1913 Mr. Wolf started a young band consisting of approximately 35 members. 
What perseverance he had. Imagine aman capable of playing any music placed before him 
directing this group in playing Yankee Doodle, some in key of F some in P and Z. It 
finally paid off with a good band. These boys owe much to Chas. Wolf. Wherever they 
went, beit school or other communities, they were able to make the musical organization 
Without any trouble. Mr. andMrs. Wolf continued their residencein Wolcott until 1920. 
In 1938 they returnedto Wolcott and lived here until 1942. They movedto Lafayette and 
are now reSiding in that city. 

After Mr. Wolf's departure oneof Wolcott's native sons andaprotege of Mr. Wolf, 
Mr. D. K. Jackson, assumed directorship of the band. D. K. continued for a number of 
years doing a very commendable job. During the later years our high school band has 
entertained us with concerts. Wolcott is very proudof the job Mr. Karl Miller is doing 
with the Wolcott High School Band today. 


Wolcott can be justly proud of its school band today, under the direction of 
Karl Miller, shown in a "W" formation in the school gyn. 


Wolcott High School Marching Band - 1960. 


FRONT ROW LEFT TO RIGHT: Peggy Murphy, Luetta Crosby, Jacque Darrow, Pat Murphy, Judy Ward, Susan Koe~ 
beke, Donna Rogers, Joan Ward, Ruth Thomas, Drum Majorettee*Faye Siebenthal, SECOND ROW: Darlene Meyer, 
Diane Hall, Freida Klopfenstein, Brenda Gerling, Judy Burns, Janet Mathew, Carol Klopfenstein, Marilyn Meyer, 
Mary Jane Forbes, director Karl Miller, THIRD ROW: Ronnie Musser, Mary Anne Helseth, Karen Schwab, Carol 
Mathew, Diane Rosentreter, Sharon Troxel, Karen DeBoy, Linda Foutch, Janet Eberle, Suzanne DeBoy, Richard 
Oberlander. BACK ROW: George Kendall, Tom Guingrich, Kenneth Lanie, Karen Horten, John Forbes, Steve 
Rosentreter, Jim Burns, Terry Dawson, Mary Davis, Martha Lou Goss. 


Above: A community team active sometime between 1900 - 08. This was a salaried 
team and a member of the Northwestern League of its day. Front row, L. to R.- Peacock 
(?), Ed McCollum, Joe Ford. Second row: Herb Rogers, pitcher; scifert (7) 
Third row: ___, Ed Spencer, ____, Oaks, Farney. 

Community teams were originally important, but with the development of High Schools 


Se td 


school sports became the main center of attraction. 
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Wolcott High School Football Team 1901- L. to R.: Bliss Lowman, Alden D. Blake, 
Andy Smith, Charles Wright, Bill Farney, Warren Unro, center; Jimmy Dagering, EdSell, 
Trig Randall, Pete Ochs, Hathaway, Walter Baker, Eben Wolcott (standing). 
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FOOTBALL SQUAD 


Footbali was the main high school sport in the early 1900's. Basketball had been 
invented only in the 1890's, and was virtually unknown. The above 1907 football team 
was Wolcott's most successful, having an unbeaten season. They defeated Goodland, 
Remington, Monon, and Kentland, scoring a total of 107 points in the four games to 0 
for their opponents. Names- (not in order) - C-Kerlin, RG-B. Daggy, RT-Schuyler, RE- 
Baker, LG-Grimes, LT-McKinsey, LE- F. Marrow, QB-Wolcott, RHB-Verkler, Hemphill, LHB 
Dixon, R. Marrow, FB, Taylor. Subs: Guards-Swygman and Baxter, Ends-Ellis and Dibell, 


QB's-I. Daggy. 


BASEBALL SQUAD 


1907 High School Baseball Team. Names ( not in order )- C., Dixon; .P, Lux and 
Kerlin; §.S., Baker, Capt.; IB., Schuyler; 2B., Duryea; 3B., Carl; L.E., Clary; C.F., 
F. Lux; R.F., Taylor; Dubs- Wolcott, Morrow, Mattox, Ellis. 

Today basketball is the king of Indiana sports. Below: Sectional 
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Left: A track eventof 1908 
The hundred yard dash. 


Basketball has not always 
been the king of Hoosier Sports. 
In the 1900'sit was still a rel- 
atively minor newcomer, having 
been invented in the early 1890's 
The game was rather different from 


today, as there was virtually no 
limit as tothe numberof players 
Peach baskets were used for goals 
and aS no one had thought to 
remove the bottom of the basket 
as yet, an assistant on a lad- 


der was necessary to retrieve 
the ball. 


Today basketball is the king of Indiana sports. Shown below: Sectional winning 
team of 1954. (also won in 1953) Front, L. to R.- Marvin Moore, Judy Jackson, Norma 
Sheets, Pat Chamberlain, Gail Siebenthal, Ernest Mathew. 2nd row - Bob Ponto, Bill 
Pender, Mr. Sieber, Coach: Mr. Douglas, Principal; Doctor Baynes, Ed Anker, Chris 
Helderle, LeRoy Farney, Bill Primmer, Julian Keiser, Mr. Georgakakos, Asst. coach; 
Jerry Fields, Gene Hartke, Earl Kendall. 


ood ] 


4 


43 i 54 (42 
beg ( eed 4 


A 


County Tourney Winners, 1958 - First row: Bill Parks, Linda Oberlander, Hlaine 
Sheets, David Greenburg, Sharon Troxel, Sandra Oberlander, John Williams. Second row: 
Don Ward, Richard Primmer, Gene Morrison, Larry Stoller, Ramon Dotson. Third row: Doc 
Baynes, Tom Mathew, Jerry Cook, Dennis Horn, Mr. Smith, Mr. Walker, Don Reel, Rex 
Telfer, Mr. Sheets, and Mr. Wolf. 


Sectional winners 1959 -- Mike Shanklin, John Forbes - student managers, Second 
row: coach Dunn, Gary Logan, Don Ward co-captian -- Don Reel and Ramon Dotson, Jack 
Keller, and assistant coach Fleck, Back row: Randy Sheets, Miller Jackson, Fred Ward, 
Mike Criswell, Jim Musser, Dale Mathew, amd Bruce Blume. 


94 


The Wolcott Family eccsocc serene: 


Definite recordson the Wolcott family 
go back as far as 1525, As far as can be 
traced, Tolland in Somersetshire in England 
was the ancestral seat, the first names re—- 
corded being John Wolcott, the father of 
Henry. The Wolcott Coat of Arms is of great 
antiquity, and is explained thus: Shield: 
_ Argent acheveron between three chess rooks 
ermined. Crest: Abull's head erased agent, 
armedor, ducally gorged, lined, and ringed, 
of the last. Motto: Nullius addictus Jurare 
in verba magistri. Bearing the names of 
"Wolcott." The motto isaline of the Latin 
poet, Horace, andaliteral translation is, 
"Accustomed to swear in the words of no 
master." Amore modern version of this saying 
would be "To take nothing on trust.” 

The American branch of the Wolcott 


family started with the emigration of a 


Henry Wolcott from England in 1630. Henry 


Oliver Wolcott, a signer of the Decla- 
ration of Independence. 


Wolcott settled at Windsor, 
and it is from this man and his children 
that the Wolcott family in America traces 
its descent. 


Connecticut, 


Perhaps themost illustrious member of 
the Wolcott family was Oliver Wolcott. Born 
in Windsor, Conn., in 1726, he graduated 
from Yale in 1747. He was a member of the 
Connecticut Council in 1774-86; a delegate 
to the Continental from 1776-1778, where he 
Signed the Declaration of Independence, and 
again in 1780-84: the Lieutenant Governor 
of Connecticut from 1786-1796. He was elected 
governor of Connecticut in 1796 but served 
for only a year as he died in 1797. During 
the Revolutionary War he was a Brigadier 
General and a Major General of the state 
militia, served in the defense of New York 
in 1776, and in the Saratoga campaign. 
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ANSON WOLCOTT, 1819-1907. The founder of our town was the son of James and 
Louise (Gould) Wolcott, the former a native of Northampton, Mass., and the latter 


of Paulett, Virginia. Altogether there were eight children born to this couple. Two 


died in infancy, andthe others were as foliows ; Ebenezer, Anson, Chauncey S., Charles 
Beula, and James. The mother of Anson Wolcott was afirst cousin of Thaddeus Stevens, 
a leader in congress ditring and after the Civil War. 


Anson Wolcott aquired his education in the academy at Richmond, New York, located 
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Left to Right: Eben Wolcott, Anson Wolcott, other's unknown. In front of Wolcott 
elevator office in the 1880's. 


on Allen's Hill, taught school for atime, andwhen twenty years old attended a similar 
institution at Foyalton for one year. After this he went to Louisiana and held the 


position of superintendent for Francis Surzett, near Natchez, with whom he remained 


for some time. He then studied law under Judge Peats and was appointed deputy sheriff 


of Natchitoches: county, keeping that position for a year, when he returned to Lockport} 
N. Y., and studied law under Joseph C. Morse. He later also studied law under Wood 


& Bowen. In 1846he was admitted to practice tothe supreme court of New York, being 


one of five out of a class of one hundred fifteen who passed the examination. In 1848 
he was admitted to practice before the United States Supreme Court, served as council 
and attorney in several prominent cases, representing the state at various times, and 


continued the active practice of law until 1861. 


Mr. Wolcott had become interested in various real estate investments, one of which 
was the purchase of fifteen thousand acres of land in New York. This he ditched to the 
extent of forty-four miles and sold it foranice profit. In the 1850's there was much 


ae 


speculation by eastern land buyers in Indiana Anson Wolcott and A. T. Case bought some 
3340 acres of landinIndiana. Anson Wolcott's-own original holdings were evidentiy in 
the neighborhood of 2000 acres. He arrived in Indiana in 1858. When the railroad was 
completed through this area in November of 1860, he and his brother Ebenezer planted 
a townon May 15, 1861. The original plant consisted of 96 lots, with streets 60 feet 
wide. Anson also arranged with the railroad for a station under his name, hence the 
beginning of the name of the town of Wolcott. He built sheds, and began to buy aac 
During the Civil War he contracted to furnish the Union 
and also engaged in the cotton 


ship corninlarge quantities. 
government one million bushels each of corn and oats, 
trade. An unverified story states that he was in Washington, D. C., at the time of the 


first battle of Bull Run, joined a temporary group of volunteers, with many prominent 


men of the day, such as Governor Oliver P. Morton of Indiana and Congressman Schuyler 


Colfax, who later became Vice-President of the U. S. under President Grant. 
As his grain business grew he erected acorn crib that was supposed to be th 
having acapacity of 45,000 bushels of ear-corn. In 1878 


e Larg- 


est in the world at that time, 
he erected an elevator having a capacity of 100,000 bushels, together with corn 
bins capableof holding 130,000 busheis. Mr. Wolcott took an active interest in business 
and public affairs, and took a leading part in encouraging business and civic ventures 


in the town. 


In 1868 he was elected on The Republican ticket to the state senate. There he 
served as chairmanof the finance committee during the sessions of 1869 and 1870. The 
most important piece of legislation sponsored by him was a bill (which passed) to tax 
Catholic Church property the same as other church property. Previously, aS much Catholic 
property was held in the name of the Bishop, it was taxed as personal property. Anson 
Wolcott became interested in the farm and currency problems of that time, eventually 
breaking with the Republican Party aod running for Governor as the candidate of the 


Greenback Party (a strong third party at that time) in 1876. 


Besides his grain int 1 

ere isi 
ee g . , Sts, he also had land in Louisiana and Tennessee, and lead, 
SEA. and silver mines in Colorado, which were operated under the nameof the Wolcott 
mining Company. He lived in Colorado several years while overseeing his ventures there. 


However, Anson Wolcott was an active man, interested in many field besides law and 


business. He was a well-read man, and wrote on financial and public matters. He also 
patented several inventions of his own. He was a thirty-second degree Mason and a 
member of the Knights Templars and Scottish Rite. 

Anson Wolcott was married twice. His first wife was member of the Walbridge family, 
and to this union was born one Son. Henry Walbridge Wolcott, who later resided in 
Columbus, Ohio. This first marriage ended in divorce. His second wife was Margaret 
Sayen de Mosquera of Philadelphia. One son, Eben H., was born of this marriage. Anson 
Wolcott died at his home in Wolcott on January 10, 1907, at the age of 87 years. He 


is buried in Meadow Lake Cemetery. 
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View of Wolcott House from school house tower in the 1890's. 


GEORGIANA SAYEN WOLCOTT: 1825 - 1877. 
Georgiana Sayen was born in Philadelphia in 
1825, the daughter of George and Margaret 
Sayen, a prominent businessman. The Sayen 
family was of French ancestry. In 1858 Miss 
Sayen was married to Joseph Maria de Mos- 
quera, sonof Don Joaquin de Mosquera of the 
city of Popayan in New Granada and a nephew 
of one-time President Tomas Cipriano de Mos- 
quera of the country of New Granada. (Today 
the country is called Colombia) She accom- 
panied her husband to Popayan where her hus- 
band was killed by lightning in the autumn 
of 1858. Georgiana Sayen de Mosquera re- 
turned to Philadelphia in the spring of the 
following year. Later on she met Mr. Anson 
Wolcott and they were married on February 
1ith, 1863 in Philadelphia. Afterwards she 
accompanied Anson to his home in Wolcott, 
thus being oneof the early bearers of east- 
ern culture to this area. One child, Eben, 
was born on May 5, 1866. Failing in health, 
she died August 4, 1877 at the age of fifty 
-two, and was returned east for burial in 
Philadelphia. 99 


Georgiana Sayen Wolcott: 1825-1877. 


EBEN HENRY WOLOOTT, 1866-1941. 
Born at Wolcott on May 5, 1866, the 
son of Anson and Georgiana Sayen 
Wolcott. Eben Wolcott was educated 
in the public schools at Wolcott and 
Logansport and graduated from Wabash 
Collegein 1886. After his graduation 
he was associated with his father in 
the hay and grain business at Wolcott, 
but gradually assumed wider business 
interests. In 1900 he was elected a 
Republican Senator from White, Jasper 
and Newton Counties, and served as 
chairman of the education committee 
in the following session of the state 
legislature. He served on Governor 
Durbin's staff with the rank of Lieut- 
enant-Colonel in the IndianaNational 
Guard and lateron the staff of Gov- 


Eben H. Wolcott: 1866-1941. 


ernor Handley. 


In 1901 he helped organize the Western Motor Company at Marion which later became 
the Reutenber Manufacturing Company, serving actively as head of sales department in 
1908. In 1912 Governor Marshall appointed him a member of the State Boardof Tax Com- 
missioners; where he served until 1915, resigning to become president of the State 
Savings and Trust Company of Indianapolis until 1922. Mr. Wolcott served as State 
Bank Commissioner from 1923 to 1925. He also served in various capacities in numerous 
other enterprises. For ten years he was a trusteeof Wabash College; Treasurer of the 
Columbia Club of Indianapolis, President of the Society of the Decendants of Henry 
Wolcott, member of the Phi Gamma Delts college fraternity, a thirty second degree 
Scottish Rite Mason and Shriner, Christian Church, and activein various other organ- 
izations. 

Eben Wolcott married Lida L. Brown of Indianapolis in 1889. Two sons, Roger and 
Ryland, were born to this union. Mr. Eben H. Wolcott died August 11, 1941 and is 
buried by his father in Meadow Lake Cementry near Wolcott. 
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1907 - Senator Watson fourth from left, Roger Wolcott (boy) sixth from left, Eben 
Wolcott second from right. 


LIDA BROWN WOLCOTT, 1867-1953. Miss 


Lida Lister Brown of Indianapolis was mar- 
ried to Eben H. Wolcott on April 22, 1889, 
at Indianapolis. Mrs. Wolcott was the dau- 
ghter of Dr. and Mrs Walter Scott Brown of 
Indianapolis. She was the grand-daughter 
of Dr. Ryland Brown, who was noted in the 
field of science and who was also aminister 
in the Christian Church. Two sons, Ryland 
and Roger, were bornof this marriage. Mrs. 
Wolcott was awell known and highly respec- 
ted resident of the community, being active 
inmany affairs. She was acharter member of 
the Women's Club of Wolcott and amember of 
Christian Church. Many former students of 
Wolcott school remember her helping sponsor 
a history club and taking them for tours Of 
Wolcott House. In later years the Woicotts 
had made a Practiceiof spending the summers 


in Wolcott and the winters in Indianapolis. 
Being in failing health in her later years, Lida B. Wolcott, 1867 - 1953. 
she passed away ather apartment in the Col- 

umbia Club on July 19, 1953. Burial was in 

Meadow Lake Cemetery beside her husband. 


ror 


RYLAND ANSON WOLCOTT, 1891-1937. 


Ryland A. Wolcott was born of Eben and 
Lida Wolcott on April 4, 1891. He grad- 
uated from Wolcott High School in 1908 
aud Wabash College in 1912, and later 
attended Harvard Scuooloi Buss: .- 
Adminnstration. Before World War 1 he 
went to Indianapolis and was associated 
witha real estate firm until the war. 
During the war he was a Lieutenant 
with 327th Field Artillery stationed 
in France. After the war he went to 
Winnetka, Illinois, and made that his 
home, engaging in the insurance bus- 
iness in Chicago. To himself and his 
wife, Katherine Craft Wolcott, were 
born three daughters, Nancy, Jean, 
and Katrena. After being in failing 
health with a heart ailment for some 
time Ryland Wolcott died at Winnetka, 
Illinois, on August 22, 1937, and was 
buried there. He had been a member of 
the Phi Gamma Delta fraternity at Wab- 
ash College and the Columbia Club at 
Indianapolis. His three daughters still 
survive and are as follows: Mrs. Nancy 
Ebsen 1110f Beverly Hills, California; 
Mrs. Jean Pugh of Chicago, Illinois; 
and Katreine Johson of Wnnnetka, I11- 
inois. 


9 


Left to right: Ryland Wolcott, 
Lida Wolcott, and Roger Wolcott in 
the late 1890's. 


Ryland A. Wolcott, 1891-1937, As a 
young man. 
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Roger G. Wolcott, 1893-1958. 


ROGER GOULD WOLCOTT, 1893-1958. Second son born to Eben and Lida Wolcott on Sept- 
ember 21, 1893. Graduated from Marion High School in 1911 and later from Wabash Col- 
lege in 1915. In 1916 he graduated fromtheHarvard University Graduate School of Bus- 
iness Admininstration. During World War I he served as a Lieutenant in the Army Air 
Corps in France and Italy. After the war, Mr. Wolcott worked in Texas and Oklahoma 
for the Phillips Petroleum Company, then returned to Indianapolis to become vice-pres- 
ident of the Victory Bearing Co., and later as salesman for Indianapolis Bond & Share 
Co. For three years he managed the Miami (Fla.) Income Properties, Inc., and then 
came back to Indianapolis in 1929 with the Investment firm of Stone, Webster, and 
Blodgett. In 1936 he established the Indianapolis cffice of Hemphill Noyes & Co. 

Roger Wolcott was active in Republican Party affairs and from 1943 to 1947 had 


served as a state senator from Marion County. 


Mr. Wolcott was well known as ai auto racing enthusiast and has entered many 


cars in the Indianapolis 500-Mile Race . He was also one of the founders of the 
" Hoosier 199 " championship race. He had also been a member of the State Fair Board 
and a Trustee of Wabash College. Shortly before his death he had given a dormitory 
known as "Wolcott Hall" to Princeton Township for use as a community center. He suf- 
fered a fatal heart attack on November 1, 1958 and was buried in Crown Hill Cemetery 


in Indianapolis. 
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Wolcott Hall, Dormitory given to Wabash College, Crawfordsville, Ind, By 
Roger Wolcott in memory of The Wolcott Family. 


Right: Roger Wolcott as a Student 
at Wabash. 


Lida Wolcott in front seat; Eben 


Wolcott standing on other side 
of icar, 
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ROGER WOLCOTT'S LAST "500" RACE CAR 
by 
Roy M. Grugel 


In later years, after Anton Hulman purchased the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, and 
Mr. Wolcott's interest in racing grew, we recalled seeing Roger and Harry Dyer witi 
their ponies engaging in a few races through our streets when they were boys. 

Some of Roger Wolcott's early race cars which took part in races at the Indiana- 
polis Motor Speedway were the W & J Special which ran fifteen laps in 1951 waen Johnay 
McDowell drove for 182 laps. This car was wrecked so Mr. Wolcott with the help cf me- 
chanic Herbert Porter and cther friends built another car which was lost at Milwaukee, 


Wisconsin, along with hisfriend and driver Johnny McDowell. Plans were made for another 
"500" but Len Sutton flipped it on qualification runs. In 1957 and 1958 Roger Ward drove 
for Mr. Wolcott but hard luck still prevailed. However, his circuit car that ran on the 
dirt tracks was awarded several firsts. Mr. Wolcott's racing career came to an end with 


hisdeath in 198, but the tradition was carried on by Mr. Porter and Roger's friends 
as they tried to race Roger's Memorial Car to victory in 1958 with Len Sutta at the 
wheel. The car; qualified at 742.107 and the racer started perfectly in the "5900" but 
on the 39th lap a left rear tire gave way spiming the car into the wall and wrecking 


at. While Mr. Sutton drove those 39 laps his time was the fastestof all the cars and 


he had worked the car to 2 good position.. It is planned to bring the car here for the 


Centennial and we wishto thank Mr. Anton Hulman, Jr. for his interest in our Centennial 
keeping the Wolcott name before the many people who visit the museum cf the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway, the present home of Roger's Race Car No. 8. 
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The Wolcott House 


Richard M. Wheeler 


Standing in the northern part of town on the west side of U. S. Highway 4, the 


Wolcott House commands the eye of every passing motorist. And commandit may, for the 
history of this house coincides very closely with the history of the town. 


In 1858 Anson Wolcott bought the land where the house is located from a Benjamin 


Pomeroy. The site occupied Originally about eight acres of ground, with afrontage of 
400 feet, and extending west for three blocks. Plans for the house were drawn by aT. 
Tilly, an architect and builder of Chicago, I11. The exact date of the start of con- 
struction is uncertain, but it may have been asearly as 1859 or 1860, with the advent 
of the Civil War slowing its rate of growth. At the time it was started there were 
only about four or five houses in the Wolcott town area. As Anson Wolcott had Spent 
much time in the South in his youth, he evidently had admired the Southern mansions, 
and took some aspects of their style into consideration in planning his own house. It 
seems that fewfinished building materials were available locally at the time, and it 
is said that virtually all the lumber and most of the workmen were imported from Chi- 
cago. The window frames were made locally. Originally there were two parlors, a lib- 


rary, a dining room, a kitchen, six bedrooms, two attic storage rooms, and a full 


basement. This came to three stories plus the observatory. There are some 10,000 


bricks in the four chimneys 
It is said that Mr. Wolcott liked to do much of the figuring on his correspon- 


dence in the observatory tower. This not only gave a beautiful view but it was also 
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possible to see if the tenants on his land were working! 

Various changes were made at later dates. Originally the front porch was much 
smaller, not extending across the full width of the house. This was changed in the 
early part of this century to its present full width. The cut-glass front door and 
the stained glass window in the hall were also added at about the same time. Elec- 
tricity was of course a later addition. 

A furnace was also added at a later date, somewhat replacing the fireplace. The 


inlaid floors always strike the visitor's eye. Since the restoration of the house in 
1958 the formerlibrary and dining room on the south side downstairs have been com- 
bined into one room and public rest rooms have been added to the northwest rear. 


The Wolcotts always kept the house as their family home, although their business 
interests often kept them away. In later years Eben and Lida Wolcott made it a prac- 


tice to live in Indianapolis in the winter and use the house in Wolcott as a summer 
home. Mrs. Lida Wolcott was the last to use it as a home. Originally the house was 
lavishly furnished with many antiques and unusual items. Most of these were given to 


Wabash College. Roger Wolcott, son of Eben and Lida Wolcott, gave the house to the 


township in the latter part of 1956 for use as a community center, and so it has be- 
come. The large area immediately to the rear has become the school athletic field. 
This branch of the Wolcott family is virtually gone, but the house remains as a mem- 
orial to them and as a symbol of the Wolcott Community. 

In its day many social events were held there and manv eminent people were enter- 
tained in the house by the Wolcotts. Today, it again shows promise of continuing in 
that trad 


ition. 


The Wolcott House near the turn of the century. Note the smaller front and side 
porches. Opposite page: The Wolcott House today. 
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The front entrance and hall 


Interior views of the Wolcott House in the late 1880's and early 1890's. 


The library, south front room. Picture evidently taken in the middle 1880's 
At that time also seems to have been used as a sewing room and general parlor. 
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Front northeast parlor looking west. 
Front northeast parlor looking east. 
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Interior views of the Wolcott House in the late 1880's and early 1890's 


Dining room. 


Interior views of the Wolcott House in the late 1880's and early 1890's. 


Outside view - south side of house 
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Pioneer Families 


by 
Velma Nordy:« 


This is an account of pioneer families who settled in Wolcott or Princeton township by 1870. Families 
included are those who have descendants living in this area at the present time. All are in alphabetical order, 
except the Wolcott family, which has been dealt with in previous pages, because of its importance in 
developing the town. 


CLARY FAMILY—Mrs. Guy Clary (Edith Leatherman) is a member of one of the earliest pioneer 

families. She is the widow of Guy Clary, whose father, Joseph, was the son of James S. Clary, who moved 
with his family to Princeton township in 1851. He left Tennessee on foot in N. vember 1845 when 21 years 
of age, stopping first in Prairie township, then after six years coming to Princeton. 

Joseph H. Clary married Sarah Wright, daughter of David Wright, another early settler, who came in 
1850. Joseph Clary taught school for several years. Four children were born, one of these, Guy Clary, spent 
his life in this vicinity. He married Edith Leatherman. They had four children: Lucy, Ralph, Arthur, and 
Hazel. None of them reside here now. Mrs. Clary’s home is the former home of Sarah M. Clary, south of 
the Wolcott School. Mrs. Clary’s death occurred March 1, 1961. 


CLARK FAMILY—William H. Clark was a native of Liverpool, England, born in 1844. He came with 
his parents to New York state when three years of age. He was in nineteen of the most severe battles of 
the Civil War. After the war he married and three children were born. One of these was Robert W. whose 
family grew up in Wolcott. Wm. Clark was general manager of Anson Wolcott’s farm for many years. 

Robert and Sene Clark had four children: William and Marvel, both deceased, Carrie Clark Dissosway 
of Sheldon and Imogene Clark Lantz of Wabash. Mrs. Sene Clark recently sold her home in Wolcott and 
lives with her daughter, Carrie. 


DARROW FAMILY-—The family originated in the township in the early sixties when John Darrow, a 
native of Kentucky, settled about four and one-half miles northwest of Wolcott, coming from Hamilton 
County, Indiana. He only lived eighteen months after moving here. Of their seven children Walter, Isaac 
and Laura married and reared families in this community. 

Walter married Rosa Allen, their two children were Bessie and Frank. Bessie married John Humphrey, 
both now deceased and their daughter is Ruth Humphrey Klink (Mrs. Elmer), who lives with her family 
north of town. Frank married Ruby Harrell and lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

Isaac N. married Georgia Hicks in 1891 and they finished their days in Wolcott after living on the home 
farm. They had three children, all living in or near Wolcott: Ray, Harry and Ethel. Ray married Sylvia 
Fulkerson and they had two children: Margaret and Rex, both living away from Wolcott. 

Harry married Edith Tully and they live on the old Darrow homestead. Their daughter, Kathleen, does 
not live here. Ethel is the wife of Harry Dyer and lives in Wolcott in the home in which her mother and 
father lived. Her children are Bernice Kimmel in Mooresville and Herbert and Sam, living in Wolcott with 
their families. 

Laura, the youngest child of John Darrow, married Edward Jackson and reared a family of six children 


in Wolcott. They are listed under the Jackson family. 


DAVIS FAMILY—The Davis family in this country dates back to pre-Revolutionary War days. An early 
ancestor fought in that war and also the War of 1812. 
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Isaac M. Davis was the first of the family to settle in Princeton township. His father was a native of 
Virginia. He was married there, spent some time in Ohio where Isaac was born, then came to White County 
in 1835, settling east of Brookston. Isaac came to Princeton township settling in the northern part in 1849. 
He was married twice, and had thirteen children. Of these only three settled in or near Wolcott: J. King, 
Griffith and Harry B. Isaac Davis spent his last years in Monticello. 

Griffith married Sadie Jackson, their daughter is Flossie Davis Foust, who lives in the old Jackson home 
on Main Street. 

J. King married Catherine Kinney, both lived in Wolcott until their death. A daughter, Mrs. Lu Ethel 
Davis Ade lives in Kentland. 

Mrs. Harry Davis lives with her son Everett. Children of Harry B. who live in Wolcott are Everett, 
married to Flossie Swartz and Raymond, whose wife was Audra Sanders, from Frankfort. They have two 
daughters: Caroline Hewitt, Monticello and Mary, still at home. 

Emma Davis Stortz (Mrs. Francis) is a daughter of Harry B. and lives in Wolcott as do several of their 
children. 

Mary Davis Snyder and family live in Reynolds and Ruth Davis Vollmer lives in Remington. 

A son of Harry B. Davis is Griffith, living in Decatur, Ill. 


DAWSON FAMILY-Several families living in Wolcott are direct descendants of John Dawson, who 
was born in West Virginia in 1840 and came to Princeton Township in 1860, location about one and one-half 
miles north of Seafield. He married Nancy Fleck in 1861 and later moved north of Wolcott. Of their six 
children, Charles and Howard reared families in this vicinity. Charles Dawson married Emma Hughes and 
was the father of eight children: Jay, Hazel, Paul, Ray, Harold, Martha, Lloyd, and Conrad. Of these, Hazel, 
Ray and Martha live in Wolcott. 

Paul is deceased, but Jeanette, his widow and son, Terry, live in town. He also had daughters: Maxine 
(Mrs. Jack Kelly), living in St. Louis, Marjean (Mrs. Roger Dorsey) at Columbus, Indiana and Patricia 
(Mrs. Donald Johnson) at Crawfordsville. 

Ray Dawson has two daughters, De Etta (Mrs. Thomas Allison) of Monticello and Emma Lu (Mrs. 
Clinton Carr) of Wolcott, who has two daughters. 

Martha is the wife of Herman Schuman and Hazel lives in the south part of town. 

Of the Howard Dawson family, a daughter Florence married Clarence Evans and reared their family 
of three boys in Wolcott, Howard, Richard and James. 

Howard died during World War II, and the mother, Florence, is now deceased. Richard lives with his 
family in Attica and James Evans lives in town with his wife, Beverly and two small sons. He is cashier 
of the Wolcott Bank. 


DIBELL FAMILY~—A family prominent in early business and banking in the town of Wolcott was the 
Dibell’s, though it was nearly fourteen years after the town was incorporated before Elihu L. Dibell came 
from Illinois. He took up 160 acres of prairie land, later moving into town. He died in 1902. 

Two of his children were well-known in the business circles of the town. E. Burrit was identified with 
banking and also was associated with his brother, Edwin J., in business. 

A son of E. Burrit Dibell is Harry Dibell, who resides south of town. His wife was Juanita Fisher and 
they have a daughter, Catherine. 

Edwin J. Dibell had a hardware store for many years and was township trustee two terms. He married 
Mary A. Dye and they had two children, Dorrance and Ethel. 

Dorrance’s wife was Orpha Jackson, mentioned elsewhere. Ethel resides in the family home on Main street. 

The first addition to the town of Wolcott, besides the addition of 47 lots in 1865 by Anson Wolcott, was 
made by Fox and Dibell. It consisted of 55 lots and was made in 1893. 


DOBBINS FAMILY—Many families are related to the Dobbins’. The Spencer and Rodgers families are 
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1896. Note picture of William Jennings Bryan in the window. 


old Charles Blume homstead, west of-the school. Now home of Doc Flora. Date probably 


Billy Fox residence. Now home of Riff Sheets. Note William McKinley poster in front window. 


Rader property, 
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closely related. Two brothers, John and Jackson Dobbins and sister Elizabeth Ann came from Virginia in 
the early days of the township. . 

Moses Dobbins, born in 1850 in Princeton township, was a son of Jackson Dobbins. He gave the land 
for the Dobbins’ cemetery. The farm where his daughter, Mabel Dobbins Miller, lives is a part of the original 
land grant of her grandfather. The house north of the cemetery was built in 1851 and is one of the oldest 
in the township, a part of the original house still stands. 

Lena Dobbins Hemphill, living in Wolcott, is the oldest daughter of Moses Dobbins. Maude Dobbins King 
in Rensselaer is also a daughter. 

A son of Moses Dobbins was Fred J. who married Winnie Lear. She resides on the farm which was 
owned by her father, Thomas Lear. 

Harold Dobbins, Jr, of Wolcott and his family are direct descendants of John Dobbins. His great-grand- 
father Samuel Phillip fought in the Civil War. He was a great game hunter and often brought in loads of 
fowl, ducks and geese from the swamps to the north. Samuel Phillip was the father of Delbert, whose son 
Harold is the father of Harold, Jr. 

Bliss Nordyke’s mother, Mrs. Jessie Dobbins Nordyke, was the daughter of Simon U. Dobbins, also a 
son of John Dobbins. 


DYE FAMILY—The Dye family goes back in American history to the time three brothers came over 
from Scotland and located in the colonies. 

James W. Dye and wife, Nancy Taylor Dye, were married in West Virginia and came in the early sixties 
to White County locating on a farm about two miles north of Wolcott. Their three sons were Edward, 
Charles and George. All have been associated in the lumber business. George Dye operated the Dye 
Lumber Yard in Wolcott for many years, later being associated with his son, Robert, who is still in the 
business. The wife of George Dye was Minta Iron, daughter of Robert and Lavina Iron, early settlers in 
West Point township. Five children were born: Robert, Letha, Russell, Helen and Janet. All reside here 
except G. Russell, married to Emma Hinkle, who live in Monon and has a lumber yard there. A daughter, 
Jane Dye Dragoo, lives in California. (G. Russell died Feb. 28, 1961.) Janet (Mrs. James Puett) resides 
in Remington. They have a son, Tom, and a daughter, Susan. 

Robert Dye’s wife was Mary Downing, a member of an early West Point family. Their daughters are 
Joyce (Mrs. Robert Folk), Barbara (Mrs. Allen Thayer), and Nancy at home. All living in Wolcott. 

Letha and Helen Dye reside in the family home on Main Street. 


JACKSON FAMILY-—The early ancestor of the Jackson family was Daniel K. Jackson, who was born 
in Stark County, Ohio, Oct. 27, 1837. He met and married his wife, Esther Campbell in Ohio. They lived 
in Logansport a few years then located in Wolcott in the house were Lena Hemphill presently lives. The 
next year, June 22, 1866, he bought the house where Flossie Davis Foust lives, the old Jackson home. This 
may be the oldest house in Wolcott. He was a stock dealer and butcher. 

Their children were Edward, Harry, Bert, Sarah, and George. 


Ed Jackson married Laura Darrow and six children were born: Mattie, Stella, Jennie, Orpha, D. 
Kenneth, and Harry. Mattie (now deceased) was the wife of Fern McKillip. Robert McKillip of near 
Wolcott is their son. 

Stella married Henry Sickenger, who was a jeweler in Wolcott for a number of years. They now live 
in Lowell, Indiana and have a son, Donald. 

Jennie is the wife of Estelle Morehead, now living in Wolcott. They have a daughter, Avis, living in 
the state of New York. 

Orpha married Dorrance Dibell and their daughter, Joan, is Mrs, Robert Haskins of Wolcott. 


D. Kenneth at present lives in Monticello, but was a resident of Wolcott several years. His wife was 
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Bertha Sentz and their daughter, Sandra, is at home. 

Harry married Marguerite Hoffman. She lives in Wolcott and operated the Jackson Insurance Agency 
with Sherman Cantlon, who married her daughter, Joyce. Two sons, William and Donald, live at Kokomo 
with their families. A daughter, Judy, married Dean Fleck of Reynolds and lives there. Harry Jackson 
is a resident of Gary. 

Ed Jackson was engaged in the meat business for 37 years. He was prominent as a musician and played 
the trombone in the Wolcott Band for 30 years. He also organized and directed the community Sunday 
School Orchestra which played for many functions in this part of the state for several years. 

Another son of D. K. Jackson was Bert (deceased), who married Gertrude Dobbins and lived in this 
vicinity a number of years. They had a daughter, Inez, who is the wife of Dale Rickey of Monticello. Her 
mother makes her home with her. 

. George Jackson married Stella Kendrick and after living in Wolcott a number of years moved to 
Michigan City, where his widow and family still reside. 


DYER FAMILY—tThe history of the Dyer family in this region stems from Mortimer Dyer, who came 
from Virginia in 1848, with his wife, Lucy (Barnes) Dyer. He became the owner of 440 acres in Princeton 
township. He had eight children. One of these was Samuel, a real estate dealer in Wolcott, who married 
Martha Grooms and had eight children, three of them living now in town. 

Lury, the widow of Everett Burns, and her son, Dale’s (deceased) family live in the west part of town. 

Mellissa is the wife of J. M. Winters and their home is in the east part of town. 

Harry Dyer married Ethel Darrow, and their two sons, Herbert and Sam, with their families live here. 
A daughter of the Harry Dyer’s, Bernice Dyer Kimmel and her family live at Mooresville, Indiana. 

Children of Samuel Dyer living elsewhere are Pearl Dyer Karp at Boswell, Griffith Dyer at Lafayette, 
James Dyer and family at Monticello and Juanita Dyer Montgomery (Mrs. William) in Huntington, West 
Virginia. 


HEMPHILL FAMILY—The Hemphill family were early settlers in the Black Oak neighborhood. Andrew 
Hemphill located here about 1847, coming from Ohio to Indiana. He was a farmer and miller and owned 
440 acres at his death. The Hemphills were noted for their long lives. 

Two of Andrew Hemphill’s eleven children were John, born in 1830 and Edward, born in 1843, who 
remained in this community. John Hemphill was the eldest child of Andrew. He married Sarah Dobbins 
in 1854. After her death he married Mary E. Pugh in 1866, a daughter of Henry Pugh, one of the first settlers 
in the township. Four children were born to each of these marriages. Jack Hemphill, a son of the last 
marriage, was the husband of Lena Dobbins Hemphill, who lives in her home near the business district of town, 

Edward Hemphill in 1863 enlisted in Co. K at Lafayette of the 116 Indiana Infantry and served in many 
engagements without wounds or capture until the fall of 1865. Three years after returning from the Army 
he married Harriet A. Dobbins. About 1907 he came to Wolcott from his farm and operated a livery stable 
many years. Five children were born. Two daughters remained in this vicinity. Grace B., who married 
Ed Wright (both deceased). Their son is Phillip Wright.., 

Jessie E. married Fern Kerr (both deceased) and had two daughters both reared in Wolcott: Hope 
Kerr Tellburg now of Detroit, Michigan and Nina Kerr Van Dorn now of Kokomo. 

Uncle Ed Hemphill, as he was called, was the last member of the G.A.R. in White County. His death 
occurred in Feb. 1939 at the age of 96 years. 


HUGHES FAMILY-—Stewart Hughes was born in Clinton County in 1839 where he married Margaret 
Ann Broom in 1859. The following year he located in Princeton township about one-half mile south of 
the Palestine school. Their 50th Wedding Anniversary was celebrated there, then they moved to Wolcott 
where they spent the rest of their days. 

They had seven children: John, Samuel, Clell, Emma, Quincy, Cecil, and Carmen. 

sla bye 


IE eV 


Emma became the wife of Charles Dawson and her family is listed under the Dawsons. 

Clell lived in Wolcott all his life and was a painter and decorator. Samuel owned a farm in the northeast 
part of the township. He died in 1959. Quincy for many years operated a bakery and restaurant. The J. H. 
Cafe was in the building where the present Reiss Variety Store is. Cecil located at Logansport for his 
retirement. Carmen, the only one of the Stewart Hughes family living, married Carl Boone and operated 
the J. H. Hotel by the railroad tracks many years. Her home now is in Buffalo, Indiana. Her husband passed 


away in Florida in Nov. 1959. 
JAMES FAMILY—The James family has lived in the township since the war times of the 60’s. William 


James was born and married in Hamilton County and brought his family north of Wolcott, locating in 
Section I. 

They had eleven children: sons Sam, Homer and George owned land and reared their families in this 
region, but none remain, except Mrs. Delia James, the widow of Homer. Her daughter is Lulu James Graham 
(Mrs. Ross), of Sellersburg, Indiana. 

Sarah F. or Sadie, the youngest of the children of William James is the wife of Delbert Sharkey. They 
have five children but none in Wolcott. 

Alpha E. James is the widow of John Kerlin and lives in Indianapolis now, but spent many years in 
Wolcott. She has a daughter, Mildred, also in Indianapolis. 


JOHNSON FAMILY-—Rey. Robert C. Johnson bought land in 1845 northeast of Seafield in Section 15. 
A part of this land still remains in the family. He was born in Ohio in 1820 and came with his parents to 
Battle Ground when about 16 years old. He was married when twenty-two and brought his bride to 
Princeton township. He was a great Bible student and founder of the Palestine church. He is said to have 
platted and named the town of Seafield with a Mr. Sea. 

One of his children was Zachary Taylor Johnson, who inherited 120 acres of the original homestead. 
His wife was Ida Spencer, a daughter of John and Eliza Spencer. They had two daughters, Edna and Alta. 
Edna is the wife of Chase Hollett and spends the summers in this community, but lives in Florida. 

Alta married Fred Johnson and lives in Lafayette as a house mother on the Purdue Campus at present, 
but many years were spent in this vicinity. 


KENDALL FAMILY-—Several members of this early pioneer family reside in the community. 

Isaac Kendall was the early ancestor born in 1821, who came to Princeton township and homesteaded 
the land south of the Mt. Zion Baptist Church. His wife was Sarah White and they gave the land for the 
Mt. Zion and Palestine Churches in 1872, and were charter members of the Mt. Zion church. 

Of the eleven children of Isaac Kendall, the youngest was Edwin. His wife was Pearl McNeil and they 
were the parents of Bessie, Lawrence and Robert. Now living in this community are: Bessie Kendall 
Swygman (Mrs. Grant), her son, Russell Swygman and family; Lawrence Kendall, who married Dorothy 
DeMoss and their son, Earl; and Robert Kendall, his wife and son George. They live on the land which 
was the original homestead. 


LEAR FAMILY—Members of the Lear family living in Wolcott or vicinity are descendants of the 
pioneer Hiram F. Lear. He was born in Culpepper County, Virginia, Jan. 21, 1821 and came with his parents 
to White County in 1838 and first settled in Big Creek township. When he came of age he entered land in 
Princeton township in Section 33 in 1845 and in Section 4 in 1847 about five miles northeast of Wolcott. 
Eventually he owned 500 acres and lived there all his life. Mr. Lear’s grandfather fought in the Revolutionary 
War and his father in the War of 1812. 

He was married to Margaret Ann Burns in Big Creek township in 1857. Thirteen children were born. 
Of these Burt lives in Monticello, Dessa lives in Wolcott and Hugh Lowe is in Logansport. 

Other descendants in Princeton township besides the daughter Dessa are a grandson, Denzel Hiram, 


the son of James B. and a granddaughter, Mrs. Winnie Dobbins, daughter of Thomas A. 
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Sharkey and James Families, 1863. 
Front Row, left to right: Sam James, Mr. and Mrs. William James, Mrs. Sadie Sharkey. 


Second Row: Homer James, Clara James (Spangle), Bertha James, Alpha James (Kerlin), and George James. 
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Mrs. John Heinzelman, whose mother, Lavina Lear Mull, was a daughter of James B. is a great-grand- 
daughter of Hiram Lear. 

James B. Lear’s son, Leonard, was the father of Imogean and Marjorie, Paul and Marvin Lear. All of 
them are great-grandchildren of Hiram F. Lear. He was known as the peacemaker or compromiser, after 
settling disputes between his neighbors. It is said that he dispensed quinine to all who requested it to help 
combat the ague or chills and fever, never charging for it unless the sufferers were well able to pay. 


McKILLIP FAMILY—Jackson McKillip was born May 30, 1831 in Tippecanoe County about one and 
one-half miles from the public square. About 1850 he located in Princeton township near Palestine, cleared 
and improved his land until he had a valuable farm from virgin wilderness. He married Jane Hughes and 
they had seven children. Edwin E., Effie, and Alberta were known in this area. 

Edwin married Martha (Mattie) Rodgers on July 22, 1890 and the day after took possession of his farm, 
making many improvements through the years. Then they moved to Wolcott where he died in 1934. Mrs. 
McKillip still lives in the large home on Main Street which they built. She was one of the oldest residents of 
Wolcott and Princeton township. Their children are Fern, Frank and Fae. Her death occurred March 13, 
1961, aged 92 years. 

Fern, a resident of Wolcott married Mattie Jackson (deceased) and Robert McKillip is his son. He lives 
with his wife and daughters, Diane and Karen, on his grandmother McKillip’s farm. 

Frank married Freda May and lives near Headlee. Of their four children, a daughter Dorothy is the 
wife of Raymond St. Pierre and with her family lives on a farm west of Wolcott. 

Also in Wolcott is Fae McKillip, who married Fern Kingsbury. They have a son, Jack, married to Betty 
Shoup and they have two small daughters. 

Effie, a daughter of Jackson McKillip, was born January 20, 1869. She married Thomas Covington and 
has spent all her life in this community. She is still an active member of the Mt. Zion Church and one of 
our oldest inhabitants. Their farm was in the Palestine neighborhood. Then twenty-three years were spent 
at Seafield. Mrs. Covington lives on Main Street in Wolcott. 

Marie (Covington) Schraeder, wife of Fred Schraeder, is a daughter. 

Alberta (McKillip) Cory of Goodland is deceased. 


NORDYKE FAMILY—Along with Palestine and Black Oak the Nordyke settlement was one of the 
earliest. There was quite a competition between the Palestine and Nordyke schools as to the merits of their 
respective log school houses built in 1848, but this was settled in 1854 when the first frame school house was 
erected in the Nordyke settlement. 

The Nordyke family in America was founded in the Dutch colonies of old New York by two brothers 
who emigrated from Holland. It was in 1830 that Robert and Elizabeth Shaw Nordyke brought their family 
to Indiana from Guilford County, North Carolina, settling first near New Castle, later buying a farm of 400 
acres on the Wea Plains in Tippecanoe County. Then in 1844 that farm was sold and he bought with his 
sons 400 acres north of Seafield. There were seven sons and a daughter in the family. All located in White 
County, except Benajah. They were: Adin, at Seafield; Israel at Monticello; Aaron, Noble and Rhoda 
Nordyke Hinchman at Wolcott; Benajah at La Porte and Paris at Reynolds. 

Adin served in the Civil War from the time of his enlistment in 1862 until he was discharged in 1865 
as a captain. His home was north of Seafield. His wife was Lucy Jewett, a daughter of Anson Jewett, an 
early resident of the Palestine neighborhood. Of their eight children, a daughter, Ellen, married Linsey 
Burch and was the mother of Lottie Burch Fulkerson (Mrs. Earl). They live in Wolcott now in the former 
James P. Foltz home, where Miss Effie Foltz and her sister, Gertrude Foltz DeLong lived many years. 
Their mother, Elizabeth, was a daughter of Captain Adin Nordyke. 

Aaron was the father of four children, one of these was Robert Nordyke, who married Jessie Dobbins 
and had three children. Bliss Nordyke is the member of that family living in Wolcott. His wife, Velma 
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Mr. and Mrs. Albert Plummer and daughters, Lee Oata Plummer and Letta Plummer, about 1875. 


Left to right: Hiram F. Lear, Margaret Ann (Burns) Lear, a friend, and Jennie Lear, daughter. 
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Wynkoop Nordyke, is a member of an early pioneer family in West Point township. Their son is Robert S. 
Nordyke, who lives in Wolcott with his wife, Gloria and daughter, Cynthia, and operates the drug store 
with his father. This store has been in operation since 1916 as Nordyke and Company. A daughter of the 
Bliss Nordyke’s is Doris Ann Cowgill (Mrs. Carroll W.) of Columbus, Ohio. She has a small daughter, 


Carole Ann. 


PLUMMER FAMILY—Although Albert Plummer was originally from West Point township, he is listed 
among the early residents cf Princeton township as a land holder and teacher in the 1870 Atlas. His father, 
John Plummer, brought his family from near Connersville to locate in West Point township in 1852. Of their 
six children, Albert and Noble resided in this vicinity. 

Albert Plummer bought 100 acres of land at the south edge of Wolcott. This farm is still owned by his 
descendants. One of his three children was Leota, who married Peter Phillips. He operated a grocery store 
many years. They had three children: Lucile, Mabel and Donald. 

Lucile, who resides in Wolcott, married Charles Foster (deceased) and her two children are Robert and 
Ronald Foster. Robert married Roxie Jackson and operates the Foster Funeral Home. Ronald lives at home 
with his mother. 

Mabel is the wife of Karl Schmall at Monticello and Donald is living at South Bend with his family. 

Noble Plummer spent most of his life in West Point township, but retired in Wolcott. Ray and Effie are 


children of Noble Plummer and have spent all their lives in this community. A son, Glen, lives in Monticello. 


ROGERS FAMILY —Nathaniel or Nathan Rogers, as he was called, was one of three men who began 
the first settlement in the township at Palestine. The other two were John Cain and Henry Pugh. 

Nathaniel Rogers was born in Virginia in 1807. He moved to Big Creek township in 1836 where he rented 
a farm for six years, then in 1842 he came to Princeton township where he entered land in the Palestine 
neighborhood. He married Rachel Kane who was born in Virginia in 1808. Eight children were born of this 
union, one being James, the father of Mrs. Mattie (Rogers) McKillip. 

The Rogers family was very influential in developing the community, but in Wolcott now Mrs. McKillip 
is the only representative. She married Edwin McKillip, member of another pioneer family in 1890. Her 
immediate family is listed under the McKillip family. 

Mrs. McKillip died March 13, 1961, aged 92 years. 


SHARKEY FAMILY—The farm west of Wolcott on the highway was taken up in the early days and 
still remains as the Sharkey homestead. 

Calvin Sharkey was born in Canada, then lived in the state of New York. He was married in LaPorte, 
Indiana and came to Wolcott to start farming. Calvin Sharkey bought government land and with his wife, 
the former Rebecca McDuffy, reared their family there. He was the father of Delbert Sharkey, who was 
born on the home place, married and spent most of his life there, although living in town at present. 

Delbert and Sadie James Sharkey have spent fifty-three years of married life near or in Wolcott. She 
was a daughter of William James and was one of the early members of Wolcott High School. They have five 
children, but none live in this township now. 

JOHN SPENCER FAMILY-—Living in Wolcott is Mrs. Stanton Spencer, a daughter-in-law and Mrs. 
Bliss Nordyke, a granddaughter of John M. Spencer. 

He first came from Hampshire County, West Virginia in 1855, driving a wagon of goods through for 
Jackson Dobbins. He spent two years in Indiana, then returned to Virginia and again came to make his 
home here in the spring of 1858. 

He married Eliza Ann Wright, daughter of David Wright, who had settled here in 1850. She stayed on 
the farm with three small children, while he served in the Civil War, enlisting in 1863 and being discharged 
in the fall of 1865 as a corporal. | 
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They were the parents of seven children. Those who lived in this community were: Mary Anderson 
(Mrs. Jacob), Ida Johnson (Mrs. Taylor), Chloe Wynkoop (Mrs. Lewis) and Stanton Spencer. 

Inez Warne of Seafield was the wife of Stant Spencer, the youngest child. They were the parents of 
four children: Russell (deceased), Warne, Inez and John (deceased). Warne Spencer lives on the farm 
northeast of town with his family. A grandson, Bruce Spencer, was reared in his grandmother’s home in 
Wolcott. 

A daughter, Inez Louise Sears (Mrs. Frederick) lives in Rolling Prairie with her family. 

The youngest daughter of John Spencer was Chloe, who married Lewis Wynkoop, of an early pioneer 
family in West Point. All of their seven children married and located near this community, except the 
youngest, Ethel Wynkoop Frisch, who lives in the state of New York. 

Others in White County are Charles, Spencer, Shafter, and Vera Sell (Mrs. Carl). Velma lives in 
Wolcott, the wife of Bliss Nordyke. Eben, the second son, died at the age of 45. 

From the family of the oldest daughter of John Spencer, Mary Anderson, there were two children. 
Minta Anderson James (Mrs. George) who lived her entire life in this community, now deceased, and 
Samuel Anderson of Monticello. 

From the family of Ida Spencer Johnson (Mrs. Z. Taylor) there were two daughters, Edna (Mrs. Chase 
Hollett) and Alta Johnson of Lafayette. 


SPENCER FAMILY—Many of the old substantial families in the community either bear the name of 
Spencer or are directly related. Many came in the early days and since then have intermarried. The John 
Spencer family is not related to this Spencer family. This branch of the Spencers stemmed from the family 
of Andrew and Elizabeth Dobbins Spencer, who came from Hampshire County, West Virginia to Jasper 
County in 1846, then to Princeton township in 1851. Eleven children were born to this union. 

Among those who have descendants here was Samuel, the oldest who was born in Virginia in 1837; 
William Vaus, born in 1847 and James, who lives at Monon and who will be 101 years old in April, 1961. 

Samuel Spencer was with Sherman’s Army until the fall of Atlanta and served until May of 1865. 
In December of that year he married Nancy J. Bunnell, daughter of a well-known pioneer family. Of their 
six children, four survived and set up households of their own: namely, Reed, Edgar, Leta, and Pearl. 

Reed Spencer and Edgar were druggists in Wolcott many years. The wife of Reed was Flora Goodrich. 
Their daughter, Gwendolyn Condon, lives in Wolcott in the family home. Russell, a son, is a dentist in 
Huntington. His wife was Lynetta Pugh of Wolcott. The eldest daughter, Ada, died in recent years at 
Monticello. Her husband was Clyde Fisher, two sons Beatty and Charles survive. Edgar Spencer’s wife was 
Lillie Brown. She lives in their home on Main Street. A son Raymond lives in Chicago with his family. 

Leta Spencer Uhl has spent her life in Wolcott and lives in the east part of town in the home Stewart Uhl 
built. Their daughter, Marguerite, is the wife of Myron Phillips and lives at Crawfordsville. They have 
arson, Hale 

Pearl Spencer married John Sell and their home is in Brook. 

From the William Vauss Spencer family, we have a daughter, Delia Spencer James (Mrs. Homer) who 
is still on the farm northwest of Wolcott. Lulu James Graham (Mrs. Ross) of Sellersburg is their daughter. 

Also near Wolcott is Tabor Spencer, a son of William Vauss. He married Lelia Pettit. Their son Virgil 
and family live in Wolcott and another son Floyd with his wife, Alice, live on the home farm. A daughter, 
Lois, is the wife of Herbert Mulberry and lives in South Bend. 


SWYGMAN FAMILY—The Swygman family has a number of descendants living around Wolcott. 

Sikko Swygman and his wife, Esther Dena Geerling, were both born in Holland. When he was a young 
boy he became orphaned and was the guide for “Blind John” and with him traveled all over Europe repairing 
church organs. He was married in 1860. 

In 1866 they became residents of Chicago and came to the Seafield community about 1870. A son and 
daughter reared families here. They were Henry S. Swygman and Gertie Swygman Swartz (Mrs. Koe). 
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Henry Swygman was born in 1864 and came with his parents from Chicago when a young boy. He 
married Alice Fleming of Brook in 1889. They had six children: Emma Sullivan (Kentland), Esther Ellis 
(Monticello), Grant (Wolcott), Nora Crawford (Monon) and Ida, now in Lafayette. 

Henry Swygman lived practically all his life in Princeton township, but spent the last few years in 
Monticello where he died in 1956 at the age of 92. He was prominent in Republican politics in the township 
and county, serving as township assessor for forty years and trustee for two terms. 

Descendants living in Princeton township is the son, Grant, whose wife was Bessie Kendall and their 
son Russell and his family. 


Gertie Dena Swygman, the daughter of the pioneer Sikko Swygman, was born in 1870 and became the 
wife of Koe Swartz. 

Their family was Sikko, Everett and Dena, all lived near Seafield. In 1943 Sikko (now deceased) moved 
to Monticello because of his work as County Surveyor. He had a family of six daughters and a son. Residing 
at Seafield now is a daughter, Mary Swartz Spear (Mrs. Vernon), and their family of three boys. 

Everett and Dena still make their home near Seafield. Lawrence, a son of Everett, and his family also 


reside in this community. 


WRIGHT FAMILY—Two members of this old pioneer family still reside in the community and carry 
the Wright name, although several families trace their ancestry to the Wrights. Others have scattered over 
the country. 

David Wright and his wife came from Ohio in 1850 and took up land about a mile south of Seafield. 
They were the parents of seven children. One of these was Cheniah, who was the father of Edwin Wright. 
His wife was Grace Hemphill and their only child is Phillip Wright, who lives in Wolcott. 

Another son of Cheniah was Marion, whose wife was Blanche Jewett, a descendant of the pioneer 
Anson Jewett. A grandson of Marion Wright is Rex Wright who lives southeast of Seafield. 
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Intrepid Hunters: L to R~ Doc Hackley, Bert Jackson, and Frank Hart. Hunting took 
place in the old Sassafrss Grove by the Toops farm. Carl Jones cooked for them. Pict- 
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There are farms or parts of farms in the township that have been in the same family for 100 years or 
in the possession of the third or fourth generation. These have been difficult to trace as the township plat 


books date only back to 1892. The following may be only a partial list and is authentic as far as we can 
determine. 


100 Year Farms 


The Darrow farm in Section 1, now in possession of Harry Darrow. A part of the Dobbins farm in 
Section 36, now in possession of Mabel Dobbins Miller, taken up by Jackson Dobbins in 1842. 

The Covington farm in Section 9, now in possession of Mrs. Effie Covington. This land was the original 
homestead of her father, Jackson McKillip, in 1845. 

The Johnson farm in Section 15. Forty acres of the original farm of 1845 is in possession of Edna Johnson 
Hollett, a granddaughter of Rev. Robert C. Johnson. 

The Lear farm in Section 3 is a part of the land of the pioneer Hiram Lear. It is now owned by Winnie 
Lear Dobbins, a granddaughter. 

The Primmer farm in Section 33, a part was the homestead of Noah Primmer, the grandfather of Fred 
Primmer, the present owner. 

A part of the Spencer farm in Section 12, now owned by Lloyd Spencer, a son of Wm. Vaus Spencer 
and a grandson of Andrew Spencer. This dates back to 1851. 

In Section 32, the land owned by Marguerite Phillips, daughter of Leta Spencer Uhl and the land owned 
by Pearl Spencer Sell was in the family since the purchase by J. B. Bunnell, the great-grandfather and 
grandfather of the present owners. 

A part of the land is in Section 31 and is owned by the heirs of Reed Spencer. 

The old Samuel Spencer farm in a part of Section 7, now in possession of Mrs. Lillie Spencer, heir of 


Edgar Spencer and about 60 acres is in possession of Reed Spencer’s heirs. 


Denzel Lear and George Brooks shocking oats on Mr. Manson Beaver 


the George White farm in 1923. 125 


Frank Hart home; located on corner west of the 
Marathon station. Note street light, board sidewalk, 


etc. 


A FAMILY OF THE 1890’s 


Right: The Victorian parlor inside the house. 


Family group, left to right: Edwin Bond, Pearl Morris, Mr. and Mrs. Esau Hart, Harold Hart (boy), Mrs. 
Edwin Bond (Flora Hart), Ivan Bond (baby), Mrs. Hart(?). 
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Playmates: Girl , Ryland Wolcott, Harold 


Hart, Roger Wolcott. 


A FAMILY OF THE 1890’s 
Left: Harold Hart and Ivan Bond (baby). 


Below, visitors, left to right: Harold Hart, Frank 
Hart, Mr. and Mrs. Morris of Remington (parents 
OpeiVirsitiart).: p= SIAL oh , Pearl Morris (sister). 


West Point Township 


HISTORY OF WEST POINT TOWNSHIP— 
Wolcott, Ind. Ra. 

West Point Township is one of the largest of the civil divisions of White County, an area of 54 square 
miles. It borders Princeton Twp. on the north and Round Grove Twp. is directly south of West Point. Nearly 
the entire northeast quarter of the township was covered with timber and the remainder was included in the 
Grand Prairie. A-distinct point of wooded land extended westward into the prairie country some distance 
beyond the general timber line and that physical feature decided the early settlers to name the township 
West Point, when it was organized. Three white oak trees, a hundred yards apart, at a distance of one-fourth 
mile from the timber pointing west, being on the north side of the old “Rochester-Fowler” wagon trail 
near the Vincent Souligne farm three-fourths mile west of the West Point Church. Thus the slogan, “Where 
the Prairie begins.” 

The wooded lands generally occurred massed in the northeastern sections. There were two exceptions 
to the rule in Long Grove, a small wooded tract in the southern part of the township, and in Jordan’s Grove, 
a larger timbered areas in the southwest, which derives its name from William Jordan, who, with other members 
of his family were early settlers in the year of 1842. Within the eighteen square miles of the east half of the 
township 26, range 6, and the west third of West Point Township, the Jordan family represented, for many 
years, its sole residents. 

Although West Point Twp. has neither railroad nor postoffice, it is more advantageously situated than 
some districts which have these facilities. The wet lands have been reclaimed, and good roads constructed 
so as to bring the farmers within easy access to such neighboring markets as Wolcott, and Reynolds to the 
north and Chalmers and Brookston to the southeast. West Point Township has had one Postoffice—Forney— 
established in 1881. This was on the old Lafayette and Wolcott mail route, in the southwestern part of the 
township, the exact location being six miles south of Wolcott, and two miles west. This was served tri-weekly 
by Robert Clark of Wolcott. Forney also was a grocery store. Dern, in Round Grove, was served also on 
this mail route. 

In the building of the macadam or gravel roads which are of such widespread benefit to the people, the 
township has incurred a debt of nearly $30,000.00. Of that amount the J. H. Moore road is credited with 
$11,200; Hewit, $2,380; Krapff, $10,800; Pugh, $5,400. On Ind. 53 and US 231 highway now was formerly 
known as the Jackson Highway. From Meadowlake Church south the gravel for the road was taken from 
the Jordan gravel pit and from Meadow Lake north it was built with nigger-head stones by a West Point 
crew under N. A. Plummer, Supervisor and Dorry Heffley, Princeton supervisor and his crew. Then, later 
a crushed stone roadbed was laid as the W. E. Fox Stone road. Now, the county has most of the roads 
hard surfaced. 

The first settlements in the township were made in 1835 by Shelby Hudson and Oscar Dyer, who entered 
lands on Christmas Day of 1834 in section 15, northeast of the central part of the township. They did not 
settle until the following spring, when each built a hewn-log cabin half a mile apart, 16 by 18 ft. in size. 
Each had its clapboard roof, and opening for one window made by the omission of a log section, and the 
big fireplace. 

How long the bachelors Hudson and Dyer remained on the ground is not known by any records, but 
it is known that Isaac S. Vinson, who had brought his wife and two children to Union Township from Ohio, 
about the time that they built their cabins on the banks of Big Creek, appeared in that locality in the spring 
of 1838 and bought the Hudson land. It was a family shelter and a protection against wild beasts. The 
Pottawatamies had an encampment just across Big Creek, but they were friendly and, at times of actual use. 
From all the accounts which filter down, Mrs. Vinson’s bartering with the Indians was largely in her favor, 


such exchanges as the saddles, for the hindquarters of a deer, for two cold corn cakes, or a number of saddles 
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for a loaf of bread. In those days deer and game birds were especially plentiful. One winter the lady of the 
house made a trap and caught 101 prairie chickens. 

The Vinsons remained on their homestead in Big Creek for a number of years, during which Mr. Vinson 
bought land in section 12, and in 1855 moved to the new town of Reynolds. The Vinsons raised a large family. 

The first land entry in the township was made by John T. Bunnell, June 18, 1834, his tract being in 
section 15, as were the lots of Hudson and Dyer. But there is no evidence that Bunnell ever made any 
improvements on his land, or participated in township affairs. 

Soon after the arrival of the Vinson family, however, John Price and his wife came into the township, 
but Mrs. Price was taken ill and the couple returned to their Ohio home. Mr. Price appeared on his claim 
soon afterward alone, but was stricken with inflammatory rheumatism, and for three months lay in almost a 
helpless condition at the Vinson home. During the following spring he sold his property and left the township 
permanently. 

From the tract book it appears that in 1835 the following made land entries in West Point Twp.: 
~ Andrew Brown, in section 11; John Lewis, in section 12, and Armstrong Buchanan, in section 14, 

The next person to settle in the township after Shelby Hudson and Oscar Dyer was Isaac Beezy, a noted 
hunter, who came in 1837. But he was of the uneasy, erratic kind, and his stay was short. It is said that his 
desire for hunting was so keen that he would go for days without eating; as many as twenty unskinned deer 
are known to have been in his smoke-house, frozen stiff, and the gaunt Beezy was still hunting more. The 
hunter never made much improvement on his land, soon left the township and settled in Pulaski County, 
where he was killed by an ex-convict. 

In 1841, John and Sylvanus Van Voorst came from Ohio and purchased large tracts of canal lands in 
sections 14 and 22, probably 300 acres. John bought 160 acres in section 10. They brought their houses with 
them, procuring the frames in Toledo, which they shipped, with other necessary material, by way of the 
Wabash and Erie Canal, to Delphi and then by wagon, twenty-five miles, to West Point Twp. The house of 
John Van Voorst was a large two-story frame and was placed on a high knoll in the prairie near the point 
of timber which gave the township its name. Its site, as well as its size, made it by far the most imposing 
house in the township. Abram Van Voorst located in section 12 in 1849. In 1841 and 1845 Dr. John Halstead, 
the first physician in the township, entered land in the northeastern part. He came with his brother, Bartlett 
Halstead. William Jordan came in 1842. 

In 1845 the June term of the Commissioners Court ordered that all of the congressional township be a 
political township of West Point. In 1844 a log schoolhouse had been built, 18 by 24 feet, and this was 
designated as the place for holding elections. At the first election, held in August of 1845, fourteen citizens 
of the township turned out to vote. 

Several years after the building of the old West Point school house, Abram Van Voorst erected two 
frame buildings for educational purposes, one on section 7 and the other on section 15. As there were no 
saw mills in the township, he hauled the materials for the construction from Delphi. Each of these frame 
schoolhouses was 20 by 24 feet, cost $500 and was considered quite a demonstration of township enterprise. 
All of the Van Voorsts were promoters of frame buildings. In 1896 under Albert Plummer, Trustee, the 
Meadow Lake brick school building was built and it had two years of high school for three years, then trans- 
ferred the high school entrants to Wolcott, and Chalmers. There were nine one-room schoolhouses in the 
township, and at the present time no schools are being used as all pupils are transferred to Wolcott and 
Chalmers. 

Forney had a school as well as a postoffice. The original school and the letter compartment of the post 
office have been at the Griffin Farm for a number of years. 

The churches in the township consisted of the Pine Grove Baptist, the Springdale Baptist, the West Point 
Community and the Meadow Lake Presbyterian. Meadow Lake is the only one that has active services 
at the present. The West Point church was stuck by lightning in the year of 1908 and was rebuilt and is 
still standing today across from the West Point Cemetery. The religious needs of the pioneers were met by 
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Brown Edge School group, 1906—West Point Township. Names: First row, left to right: Shafter Wynkoop, 
Spencer Wynkoop, Lida Boudreau, David Armstrong, Edmund Souligne, Lea Souligne. Second row: John 
Boudreau, Ollie Graham, Joseph Graham, Jesse Graham, Floyd Armstrong, Glen Plummer. Third row: Earl 
C. Martin, teacher; Effie Plummer, Stella Graham, Ray A. Plummer. 


130 


the circuit rider, the Rev. Mr, Lee, of the Methodist Church. He preached quite often at the Vinson home. 
In the year of 1844 the first log church was erected on section 2, range 5. Later the United Brethren held 
services in schoolhouse No. 2 and the Presbyterians and others came later and organized. Sheldon Sturges, who 
owned many acres in the vicinity of Meadow Lake gave four and three-fourth acres to the Church and Ceme- 
tery. One acre for the Church and three and three-fourths for the Cemetery. This land was given in 1871 and 
the Church was dedicated in 1876. Sheldon Sturges was associated with Sam McAllister in Chicago, and 
later lived on the Sturges farm, and it is said that a daughter of McAllister was the first person to be buried 
in the cemetery. The farm was purchased by Frank Parmalee of Chicago in 1879. He was widely known 
as a bus man and a storage house proprietor. This land was known as the Meadow Lake farm, a large tract 
of 1,700 acres. In the following two years he erected a handsome residence and magnificent farm buildings, 
and founded one of the finest livestock farms in the state. His specialty was Hereford cattle. The barn he 
built was known at the time of the building to be the “largest barn in the world.” It was later destroyed by 
lightning. Mr. R. S. Streeter was the next owner of the farm and George Bissonnette is the owner today. 

“Old Wagon Trails” were the “Lafayette-Chicago” and “Rochester-Fowler” trails and they crossed on 
the Jacob Bahler farm, six miles southwest of Wolcott. Many travelers and hunters would stop at Rensselaer 
and Jordons Grove and stay all night. Mr. Jordan was so generous that he would not take anything for the 
feed for the horses or their meals or night’s lodging. 

A farm in West Point Twp., known as the Robert F. and Lavina Irion farm, which is now the Dye farm, 
has been in the family for over 100 years. Mrs. Irion’s parents, John H. Carr and wife Martha, took title to 
this land, receiving it from the state Jan. 13, 1853. The West Point Church grounds is out of a corner of the 
wood pasture of this farm. 

John H. Carr (1820-1866) and wife Martha (1837-1864) took title to this property from the county auditor 
of White Co. under direction of the land commissioners for the State of Indiana, upon order of the court in 
Dec. 1852. The auditor was ordered to sell such property as prescribed by law. The half section of land was 
sold to John Carr for $7.15 an acre with provision for a fractional down payment and the balance paid in 
succeeding payments. 

John Carr was 33 years old when he acquired this property. He and his wife came from Fayette Co., 
Ohio as did several other early settlers of this section. Mrs. Robert Irion, daughter of John Carr, came with 
her parents when 3 years old in a covered wagon. The father and mother and three children died within a 
period of two years due to an epidemic which was called Spotted Fever. The three children went back to Ohio 
to live with relatives. Lavina Carr later married Robert Irion, who was the son of Capt. Anderson Irion. 
Mr. and Mrs. Irion were the parents of Mrs. George Dye, now deceased, of Wolcott. 

In 1853 Capt. Anderson Irion and David Dellinger became settlers of the township. The former, who had 
received his title because he had organized a company for the Mexican war while residing in Fayette county, 
Ohio, located about seven miles southeast of Wolcott, in West Point Twp. He became quite prominent in county 
affairs, serving as commissioner and in other public capacities. Several of Capt. Irion’s sons also became 
prosperous farmers and leading citizens. 

David Dellinger also came from Ohio and bought a large farm in the northern part of the township. Both 
he and Capt. Irion made a specialty of raising livestock. 

Here are the names of the settlers who came after those who have been named earlier in this write-up: 
Chamberlain, Carr, Matthews, Sexton, Plummer, Wood, Wynkoop, Moorhous, Vinyard, Telfer, Van Voorst, 
Price, Jones, Thomas, Lawrie, Shoop, Baker, Halstead, Scott, Test, Best, Statton, Wilson, McVey, Martin, 
Chaffee, Watson, Blake, Downing, Miller, Krapff, Westphal, Nelson, Cooper, Ross, Carson, Stanley, Wilson, 
and Humphrey. Many more came in after 1900. Just a few of these descendants live in the township today. 

An early settler, James Hewitt, came to America from Ulster, County Armagh, when he was 15 years old. 
He came to an older brother who came here in 1837. He was a blacksmith’s apprentice and later had a shop 


of his own. 
He married Elizabeth Ann Lowes Nov. 22, 1960 and later came from Franklin county to look at land in 
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White county. He bought 240 acres at $8.50 per acre, as President Lincoln vetoed $1.25 or $1.50 an acre as 
not enough. Mr. William Jordan, of Jordan’s Grove, when asked about this land said that he owned it all as 
his cattle grazed all over it and did not wish to sell. Mr. Hewitt with the help of carpenters built this house 
that is still in the Hewitt name today. He had the lumber hauled from the Wea Plains and some from 
Cincinnati, Ohio to build it. Here he farmed and did some blacksmith work also. 

He dug wells. Snakes were plentiful, some rattlers and copperheads. The timber wolves roamed about 
at night and could be heard howling many nights. Mrs. Hewitt said that she rode to Brookston to get supplies 
and the wolves would follow her home. She would have to have her horse make haste so as to outdistance them. 

They rode to Forney by horseback to pick up the mail. They kept a barrel of flour and cornmeal in the 
house at all times and plenty of cured meat. The women made their jams and jellies from wild grapes and in 
the winter did a lot of quilting. Mrs. Hewitt’s school books were “The Blue Back Speller,” “The Eclectic 
Arithmetic Book,” and “McGuffey’s Eclectic Reader.” 

Many Indian axes and flint arrowheads have been found on this farm. 

Mr. Hewitt became trustee of Round Grove Twp. and later a County Commissioner in the year 1888. 

Mr. Hewitt, when Commissioner, wanted the White County Court House at Chalmers as he thought it 
would be more in the center of the county, but the majority won out and the Court House was placed at 
Monticello. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hewitt retired from the farm and went to. Lafayette to spend their later years. Mr. Hewitt 
died in 1918. Mrs. Hewitt was killed in an auto accident at the age of 99 years and 7 months. She just lacked 
5 months of living a century. 

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Wilson came to Wolcott from Jackson, Washington county, New York in the spring 
of 1869, and lived in Wolcott for several months. They brought their three children with them, Martin, Jessie 
and Ida, also Mrs. Wilson’s father. Martin was 12 years old. They then moved to the Parmalee farm, now 
known as the George Bissonnette farm. In the year of 1870 they homesteaded the 80 acres 4% miles south of 
Wolcott. The country was very swampy and covered with willows. It was a barren country, no roads, schools, 
or churches. Had to ride by horseback to go any place. They lost six children. There was no cemetery, so 
they were buried in the garden and were put in the Meadow Lake cemetery when it was laid out. 

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Wilsc.1 lived on the farm until Feb. 1887 and had a sale and moved to Lafayette. 
The son, M. G. Wilson, moved on the place with his wife and three children, Lewis, Edith (Mrs. W. Duff) and 
Oliver Jr. Two more children were born, Bertha (Mrs. L. Miller) and Mary Ann who died when very young. 
Mr. Wilson bought the west 80 acres also. In 1918 Mr. and Mrs. Wilson retired and moved to Wolcott. The 
daughter and husband, Mr. and Mrs. Will Duff, moved on the home place. Mrs. Duff still lives on the home 
place. Mr. Duff died in 1941. 

Early threshers who had a rig to harvest the grain, such as wheat, barley and oats, were Albert, Stephen 
and Noble Plummer, and Edwin and Elihu Dibell. 

Malaria fever often plagued the early settlers with ague and chills. The West Point cemetery was started 
by Spotted Fever. Five people died within two weeks time, and were buried in Uncle Davey Dellinger’s 
Woods. David Dellinger gave the land for the cemetery and the Irion family gave the land to the church at 
West Point. 

Stephen Plummer who had the raging fever for one day, when a tramp traveling from Ohio told the folks 
that back in Ohio they poured whiskey into the victim until the fever would break in about a week. For eight 
days Stephen was held in bed and the fever broke. His sister, Mary Plummer, was one of the fatal victims. 
Two others in the community who had the fever later recovered due to this remedy being used. 

Early settlers reported that rank grass and rosin-weeds grew on these high rolling prairies in abundance. 
The rosin weeds at the end of a season’s growth often attained the height of ten feet, and were covered with 
blossoms resembling small sunflowers. 

Henry Downing Sr. was born in Yorkshire, England, February 1810. When three years of age, Henry 
Downing Jr. came with his parents to Licking Co., Ohio where they resided until 1868, in which year Henry Jr. 
came to his present home location in West Point Twp. On Sept. 24, 1863 he married Sarah Watson by whom 
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he had seven children. Only two, Sarah and Henry, survived. Mrs. Downing died in March, 1882. He was 
later married to Mollie Butler. To this union two children were born—Ruth and John. 

Mr. Downing’s residence was 744 miles southwest of Wolcott. He passed away in Nov. 1900. His son, 
Henry Watson Downing, married Fannie Baker and lived with their five children on this same farm which is 


still owned by the Downing heirs. 


Mr. and Mrs. Tom Dickinson and family. Mrs. Dickinson a daughter of the 
Watson family, early West Point settlers. 


The Bertha Kelly-Steve Swan wedding reception at the Kelly house in 1900. 
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Round Grove Township 


Dorothy B. Shoop 

From the time of the formation of Prairie Township in 1834, until the founding of Round Grove Township 
in 1858, the territory now embraced by the boundary lines of the last-mentioned township remained attached 
to Prairie Township for political purposes, but a petition bearing the names of a majority of the freehold citizens 
was presented to the County Commissioners at their December session in 1858 praying the creation of a new 
civil township, the same to comprise all county territory west of the middle of Range 5 west, of Congressional 
Township 25 north. After mature consideration, it was ordered by the board, that the above-mentioned 
territory should be detached from Prairie Township and constitute a new township. Round Grove Township 
contains thirty-six sections, and is bounded on the north by Princeton, east by Prairie, south by Tippecanoe 
County and on the west by Benton County. 

The creation of Round Grove Township was perfected on the 31st of December, 1858, and it was further 
ordered by the board that at the Round Grove schoolhouse an election should be held on the first Monday 
in April, 1859, and Austin Ward was appointed Inspector of the election. 

Round Grove Township derived its name from a beautiful circular grove that occupies a picturesque and 
commanding location in the southern part of the township. The grove comprises about forty acres of different 
kinds of timber common to this section of Indiana. From this grove the first settlers obtained the logs for their 
houses and their wood for fuel, and in it the wild animals of the prairies would hide themselves. 

Round Grove was suggested as the name for the new and last formed township in White County, by Austin 
Ward, one of the pioneers and founders of the township. 

Previous to the formation of Round Grove Township the inhabitants in the territory would go to Brookston 
to vote if they voted at all. When an election was to be attended the voters would go on horseback or in wagons. 
Only the most important elections were attended and then it was as much for frolic and social intercourse 
with their neighbors as for any interest of a political nature. 

First Settlement.—The time of the first settlement in Round Grove Township was in the spring of 1850, 
when Truman Rollins removed from Tippecanoe County to the township and commenced for himself a new 
home on the wild prairie. The Rollins cabin is supposed to have been the first house or building of any kind 
in the township, and this humble domicile was rudely constructed of round logs, and in dimensions was 16 x 18 
feet. The logs were obtained from the famous Round Grove. This rude mansion was reared in the open prairie 
on Section 11, and for some time it was the only house for miles around. Jeremiah Stanly, a son-in-law of 
Rollins, came into the township at the same time and for a period lived in the Rollins cabin, but afterward 
erected a house for himself a short distance from the township’s first cabin. Thomas Rollins also came into 
the township in 1850, and he, too, lived for a time in the first cabin. In 1852, Stewart Rariden moved into the 
township from Monroe County, Indiana, and began an improvement about two miles south of Truman Rollins. 
A frame house, 18 x 24 feet was erected by Mr. Rariden, and this was the first frame house in Round Grove 
Township. In 1853, Austin Ward came into the township from Greene County, Indiana, locating on Section 13, 
and in the same year came Milton W. Weaver, John Carrol, a man by the name of Warner, Edmond Steely 
and Stephen E. Baker and made settlement in the township. William Buskirk came in 1850. The following 
are among other old pioneers in Round Grove Township: John Aper, Nathan Brown, David Campbell, John 
Haines, Robert Steen, William Stockton, Richard Moore, Michael T. Buskirk, John Rollins, John Langnecker, 
Thomas Raw, Michael Buskirk, Samuel Barcus, Isaac Smith and John Hues. 

The first settlers in Round Grove Township were not confined to any particular locality or district, but 
were scattered, and the distance between improvements was usually several miles. 

The experience of some of the first residents of Round Grove Township, as told in this age, is full of | 
interest and does not fail to engage the attention of the most unconcerned. But there was a sunny as well 
as a shady side in the lives of those early-day settlers. 
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At the time of the first settlement in Round Grove Township, deer were plenty, numbered only as the 
snow birds; wolves and mink were very numerous and prairie chickens might have been counted by 
thousands. Deer and chickens were used extensively for food by the early-day inhabitants. 

Land Entries—The following is a list of the names of some of the persons who first entered land in Round 
Grove Township, with the date when the entry was made: Mary Newton, 1848; John Roland, 1847: Edward 
H. Reynolds, 1848; Newberry Stockton, 1836; Levi Tolbey, 1848; Thomas Burch, 1848; Hariet Lockwood, 1846; 
Charles L. Stockton, 1836; Henry L. Ellsworth, 1836; Jonathan Burch, 1837; Martin Bishop, 1849; Thomas 
Rollins, 1848; John White, 1835. The first land entries in the township were made several years before any 
settlement had been effected. 

First Elections—The first election held in Round Grove Township was on the first Monday in April, 1859, 
the following men voting: John Larrabe, Robert McQueen, Roger Baker, John Apes, Stephen E. Baker, 
James Carrol, Thomas Rountene, Michael T. Buskirk, Granville Ward, Jeremiah Stanly, Stewart Rariden, 
John Rollins, Austin Ward, Samuel Ballintyne and Milton W. Weaver. Austin Ward, Inspector; Stewart 
Rariden and John Rollins, Judges; Samuel Ballintyne, Clerk. This was a township election, and at it Samuel 
Ballintyne received fifteen votes for Justice of the Peace; Stewart Rariden received thirteen votes for 
Constable and Austin Ward received one vote for the same office. Austin Ward received six votes for Trustee, 
and Milton Weaver received seven votes for the same office; Joseph Harris received eight votes for Super- 
visor, and M. V. Buskirk received seven votes for the same office. Firteen votes were cast at this election. 

At a State election held in the township at the Round Grove Schoolhouse on the second Tuesday in 
October, 1860, the following men voted: William Beck, Thomas Rollins, Granville Ward, Isaiah Bice, Samuel 
Ballintyne, Stephen E. Baker, James Carrol, John Apes, Edward Steely, Robert N. Brink, James Martin, 
L. B. Stockton, William H. Martin, Patrick Conner, Stewart Rariden, Jeremiah Stanly, John Demso, Nimrod 
Leister, M. W. Weaver, Robert McQueen, Austin Ward, Michael T. Buskirk, Samuel D. Barnes and L. W. 
Wolgamuth. At this election 25 votes were cast. 

Births—The first white child born in the township is supposed to have been Samuel Rariden, son of 
Stewart and Mary Jane Rariden; Nancy Buskirk was born about the same time. 

Marriage—The first persons married in the township were Francis Mullendore and Jane Ward, now 
living in Monticello. | 

Death—The first person who died in Round Grove Township was Truman Rollins. The remains were. 
interred in a private burying-ground in Tippecanoe County. As Mr. Rollins was the first settler in the 
township, so also was he the first deceased person. 

Church—The only church in Round Grove Township is the Pine Grove Methodist Episcopal Church, 
situated about a mile and a half east of Dern. The edifice is a frame 36 x 45 feet, and was erected in 185%) 
at a cost of $900. Rev. J. C. Martin, C. Stockton, James Bennett, Isaac Smith, Frank Mitchner and Robert 
Mays were some of the principal movers in the erection of this church. The class numbers fifty members; 
J.C. Martin is the present and only regular minister the congregation has had since the building of the church. 

Previous to the erection of this church, the class, that had been organized about fifteen years, held 
services in a schoolhouse. Isaac Smith and wife, Robert Smith and wife, John Russel and wife, George 
Mitchner and wife and Thomas Guntrip and wife were the founders of the Methodist Episcopal class in the 
vicinity in which the church has been erected. The church in this locality is a credit to the township, to the 


neighborhood in which it stands and to the enterprising spirit of its founders. 
Schools—The first school in the township was taught in what has been designated as the Stanly School- 


house, which was a frame structure, 16x18 feet, erected near the center of the township and in School 
District No. 1. The house was built about the year 1857, and Elizabeth Ballintyne was the first teacher. 
John Canfield, Francis M. Rogers and Daniel Campbell were also some of the first teachers in the township. 
There were eight frame schoolhouses in Round Grove Township. The last one was built in 1879. Consolidated 


into one building in 1922; Grades 11 and 12 added in 1932; first class graduated in 1933; high school students 
transferred to Wolcott in 1953. 
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Round Grove School. 


Round Grove scenes today. 


Davis Station, Junction Highways 53 and 18. 
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grain elevator. 


Post Offices—Round Grove Township has two post offices—one at Round Grove, established in 1879, and 
Jacob Stotts was the first Postmaster. The other office was established at Dern in 1881. A. J. Dern was the 
first and is the present incumbent at the Dern office. Mr. Dern also keeps a small stock of drugs and groceries 
and. is the township’s only physician. Isaac Wright was the first doctor in Round Grove Township. 

Then and Now—The picture that Round Grove Township presented at its first settlement, or even at the 
time of its creation, had almost become extinct, only a few traces of the first settlement being now discernible. 
The humble rude domiciles have, in the majority of cases, been exchanged for more commodious and 
comfortable houses; the pole stable with its roof of grass has been cast away for something better; the roads 
are regularly laid out; the once large farms have been divided and subdivided, until now they come within 
better range for improvement and cultivation; the wild prairie grass in many instances has been exchanged 
for cultivated grasses. The harmless deer and the ravenous wolf no longer roam the wild prairies, and even 
the inhabitants themselves have changed. The pioneers of Round Grove Township, who were once robust 
. and strong, are now bending with age and the care and toil of many years, and now the evening of their 
lives is fast nearing its close, and ere long they will lay themselves down “within that tent, whose curtain 
never outward swings.” 


BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES— 

THOMAS H. ROWE was born in Madison County, Ohio, May 17, 1835, and is the elder of the two 
children born to William T. and Mary A. (Hair) Rowe, natives respectively of Virginia and Clermont County, 
Ohio. Thomas Hair, the father of Mrs. Mary A. Rowe, was among the first to settle at Fort Washington, 
now known as Cincinnati. William T. Rowe was born in Fluvanna County, Va., February 8, 1795, and in 
1803 moved to Ohio with his father and settled near the then village of Chillicothe. He attended school 
seventeen days only, but was an extensive reader and became a well-informed man. His parents died when 
he was aged about seventeen, leaving under his protection six younger brothers and sisters, for whom he 
found places as best he could until his marriage, when he took them all to his home. At the age of eighteen, 
he became a mail contractor, and until 1850 ran a mail stage line from Chillicothe to Columbus, Ohio, and 
for many years held extensive mail contracts in several other States. He purchased real estate from time to 
time until he was the owner of a well-improved farm of 2,200 acres in Madison County, Ohio. For many 
years he was Probate Judge of the same county. In the fall of 1849, he moved to Benton County, Indiana, 
and bought some 500 or 600 acres of land, and was there elected County Commissioner in 1850. In 1853 he 
removed to Tippecanoe County, bought a farm of 200 acres, and there died, June 1, 1878, having been a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church for more than sixty years. Thomas H. Rowe was employed on 
his father’s farm and in carrying the mail until twenty-one years old, when he began life on his own account. 
In 1864 he came to this township (Round Grove) and settled on 600 acres of wild land owned by his father, 
of which 320 acres are now his own. For the first 15 years, he was exclusively engaged in herding, but 
subsequently added general farming. He was married March 12, 1862, to Mary C. Swartz, a native of Floyd 
County, Indiana, and daughter of George and Sarah (Brown) Swartz, of Pennsylvania. The two children 
living born to this union are William B. and Jessie M. Mr. Rowe is a Democrat and has served six years as 
Justice of the Peace, and four years as Trustee of this township; he is a Freemason, and he and wife are 


members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


ELIZABETH A. STANFORD was born in Floyd County, Indiana, October 10, 1828, and is the daughter 
of George and Sarah (Brown) Swartz, both natives of Pennsylvania, and of German descent. George Swartz 
moved to Floyd County when a young man, bought a farm, married, and in 1850 died, a member of the M. E. 
Church, of which he had for many years been a class leader. His daughter, Elizabeth A., was married 
February 14, 1850, to William Stanford, who was born in London, England, February 8, 1826. He came to 
Floyd County, this State, when a young man, bought a farm, on which he lived seven years, and taught 
school in connection with farming. In 1858 he passed a year in Tippecanoe County, then taught school two 
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years at Independence, Warren County, then bought a farm in same county on which he lived four years 
when he returned to Tippecanoe County and farmed on shares for awhile. In October, 1863, he enlisted in 
the One Hundred and Forty-fourth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, and was elected Second Lieutenant of his 
company. He served till the close of the war, and returned home in the summer of 1865, but soon after 
again went South on business and has not been heard from since. It is supposed that he died soon after 
leaving home. In the spring of 1867, Mrs. Stanford brought her family to this township, purchased a farm 
of eighty acres of land, which she placed under cultivation, and which she has increased to 200 acres. Mrs. 
Stanford has had left her six children, three boys and three girls, all married. She is and has been since her 
girlhood a consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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Churches 


APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

In the year of 1900, the John Abersoll family moved to Wolcott, Indiana, from Illinois to establish a home. 
At that time there was no congregation of the Apostolic Christian faith at Wolcott, but since there had been a 
number of families settled at Remington, the Abersolls gathered with them for services. They met at the 
home of John Schieler who was the minister at that time. 

It was not long until more families began to settle here; some of the early ones being the Andrew 
Abersolls, parents of John Abersoll, Andrew Lehmans, Theodore Bolliers, Ben Farneys, Jacob Kellers, John 
Zehrs, Dan Zehrs, Chris Helderles, Dan Farneys, Fred Ankers, Charles Blumes, Amos Sauders, and others. 
As the congregation grew, they held services in the various homes, one Sunday at Remington and the next 
Sunday at Wolcott. 

The need for a permanent place of assembly was here by April 1902. John Abersoll, Jacob J. Keller, 
and Theodore Bollier were appointed as trustees and a piece of land was obtained from Eben H. Wolcott in 
the southwest part of town at a cost of $300.00. The exact time when construction was started is not known, 
but it is said to have been around 1902 when the building was completed. 

During the time the building was being constructed, the townsmen offered to the congregation the use 
of the old school building as a temporary place of assembly. It was at this time that Amos Sauder was 
selected as minister of the church here and not long after Andrew Lehman was added to the ministry; Chris 
Gerber of Fairbury, Illinois served the congregation as Elder. Dan Blume was the first new convert to be 
added to the church at Wolcott. 

Ministers other than Amos Sauder and Andrew Lehman who have served here were Jacob Merkel, 
John Trachsel, and William Furrer. Irvin Lehman was left as our only home minister upon the death of 
Will Furrer on Sept. 9, 1959 as a result of an auto accident in Texas where he, with his wife Emma and Joe 
and Tillie Stoller, was to conduct services the following Sunday for a group of soldier boys stationed at 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas, Tillie also meeting her death there. Will Furrer had served as minister of our 
church for twenty-seven years. 

Some of the first Sunday School teachers were John Abersoll, Nathan Gudeman, and Rudy Troxel. 

During the first years, services were conducted entirely in the German language and according to some 
of the older members, we are told that the first English services were conducted around 1911 by Alph Virkler 
of Croghan, New York. 

In May of 1951 construction was begun on the new Bedford stone building just north of the old building. 
Through the efforts of the brethren and friends of the congregation, this building was completed and first 
services were held on October 12, 1952 in the new building. Our minister, William Furrer and Irvin Lehman 
conducted services the first Sunday. 

Trustees at the time we went into the new church were Sam Furrer, Dan Reel, and Joe Stoller. The 
building committee consisted of Edward Lehman, Sam Furrer and Nathan Farney. 

Serving in the ministry at the present time is Irvin Lehman, who is our elder, and also Alfred Bahler 
and Vernon Schwab who were added to the ministry on January 27, 1961. Trustees at the present time are 
Joe Stoller, Robert Reuter, and Dan Reel. Sunday school teachers are Robert Schieler, Gene Lehman, 
Kenneth Furrer, Arles Kropf, Janet M. Furrer, Mrs. Leon Waibel, and Lynetta J. Furrer. 


THE WOLCOTT CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
“Early in the history of Wolcott the people who composed the community realized the necessity of the 
civilizing influences of the Christian religion and proposed to build houses for worship.” Among the first of 
these was the Christian Church which had its beginning in 1873. Early in that year a tentative organization 
was effected, composed of the following persons living in Wolcott and vicinity: Noble Nordyke, Mary E. 
Nordyke, Andrew Dyke, Hannah Dyke, Sarah M. Bunnell, William Kinney, Lucinda Kinney, Mary, John, 
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Ellen, Arminta, and Eliza Kinney, Noah Kelley, Mrs. Noah Kelley, Sarah Hunt and Elizabeth Pugh. In May 
1873 a meeting was called to elect trustees who could proceed with the formal organization of the church 
group. Five men were elected as trustees—J. B. Bunnell, Noble Nordyke, A. W. Dyke, M. T. Didlake and 
J. M. Brown. The church was formally organized in July of the same year, and shortly thereafter the trustees 
met and voted to secure a building spot and to make all necessary arrangements to erect a house of worship. 
Low bid on the construction of the church building was for $1939, but according to White County records 
the cost was $3500. This first Christian Church building in Wolcott was a frame structure, 34’ x 54’, located 
on the main street on property now occupied by Blume’s Garage, Tom Taylor’s Shoe Repair, the Chipendale 
and the Country Inn. Construction was begun in 1873 but was not finished until the next year. In September 
of 1874 the church house was formally dedicated. 

Mr. J. Holimay had ministered to the group during the early days of organization, then Mr. William 
Ireland was hired to preach once each month. The Church prospered until the disastrous fire that swept 
Wolcott in 1886, destroying the building. Differing accounts place the date of this fire in January and 
October of that year. After the fire the congregation disbanded and scattered. 


It was not until September 1890 that reorganization was completed. The pastor of the Remington Church, 
C. W. Cooper, held an evangelistic meeting during that month. Community interest was high, and the meeting 
furnished encouragement for the group to reorganize. On September 29, 1890, as recorded, twenty Christian 
Church enthusiasts met in the schoolhouse to consider organizing again, and all present were “freely and 
feelingly” in favor of immediate action. Elected as officers were Dr. W. O. Walker as elder, R. F. Griffing 
and John Bunnell as deacons, and Mrs. Lida B. Wolcott as Clerk. 

Following the decision to begin again, services were held for some months in the schoolhouse, then one 
Sunday each month in the Baptist Church, later in the town hall. During the ministry of W. L. Stine, 
commencing in September 1895, the present sanctuary and adjoining classrooms were erected. Formal 
dedication was held on July 12, 1896 with preaching services morning and evening. Gradually the church 
grew, establishing its place in the community. A full time minister was obtained for the first time in 1899. 

In 1921 the present parsonage was purchased and rebuilt. During the 1940’s additional classrooms were 
needed, and the answer was found in remodeling the side room of the church, lowering the ceiling and 
creating a second story where there are now four rooms for classes. This remodeling was completed under 
the leadership of Clifford Trout, minister, and Raymond Victor, the Sunday School superintendent. Within 
five years more space was needed and in March 1956 the official board voted to recommend to the congrega- 
tion the building of a separate unit. A planning committee was appointed consisting of Velma Nordyke, 
Robert Goss, George Crosby, Glenn Thomas, Edna June Victor, and John Bergman, minister. It was not 
until April 1958 that ground was broken for the first unit of a projected three-stage building program, and 
on October 26, 1958 the new unit was formally dedicated under the leadership of the minister, Ralph Helseth. 
Glenn and Lawrence Thomas were in charge of construction with much time and labor donated by the 
members and friends of the church. 

The church carries on a busy program of activities, including an afternoon and an evening group of the 
Christian Women’s Fellowship (mission study groups), service projects such as clothing for the world’s 
needy and used literature for the Philippines; two dart-ball teams for the men during the winter months; 
rendering service locally by providing lunch stands at auctions, serving meals for large groups, a food stand 
at the County 4-H Fair each summer; youth group activities and Sunday School class parties; cooperation 
with the Wolcott Council of Churches in special programs. The present minister is Rev. Ralph Helseth. 
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WOLCOTT BAPTIST 

The First Baptist Church of Wolcott was organized July 5, 1889, with fourteen (14) charter members. 
Six others present at the organization meeting asked for membership, so with twenty members the Baptists 
began their work in Wolcott. Officers were elected, deacons ordained and W. H. Van Cleave of Attica became 
the first pastor. There was no church building at this time and the services were first held in the M. E. 
Church, and later in the schoolhouse. 

On January 5, 1891 Solomon and Martha Ann Rader presented the church with a deed to the land 
where the building now stands. That same year the building was begun, and a few years later, a parsonage 
was built. The original building has been rearranged and redecorated several times, the last time being in 
1956 when an annex was built providing room for Sunday School classes, kitchens and rest rooms. 

During the seventy years, the church has always been active. Twenty pastors have served the people, 
trying to.show them God’s way. 

Our present pastor, Rev. Lloyd S. Walker, is now in his sixteenth year with us. The present membership 
is near 140 with about one-third of that number being non-resident members. 


MEADOW LAKE MISSIONARY SOCIETY 

The Meadow Lake Home and Foreign Missionary Society was organized on Sunday morning, August 26, 
1877. The constitution and by-laws set up by the National Presbyterian Board of Missions was adopted. 
The first meeting was held September 15, 1877 at the church with the following officers in charge: president, 
Mrs. S. L. Snider; vice-president, Mrs. J. McAllister; secretary, Miss E. Duryea; treasurer, Mrs. H. Magruder. 
Membership dues were 25¢ for the women. The men and children came too, so they were enrolled as 
honorary members and charged a 10¢ fee. The original membership was twenty-five. More names were soon 
added. The first few meetings were held on Saturday, but within a few months they changed to the second 
Thursday in the month and has since been on that day. They also soon decided to meet in the members’ 
homes, going at 11 o’clock and having the meeting before their potluck lunch. 

The only material available for study was “The Home Magazine” sent by the National Board, so at each 
meeting someone was appointed to write an essay; others were always asked to bring something interesting 
and instructive to read for the encouragement of our society. As a group we have always helped the needy, 
both materially and financially. In 1932 (during depression) the society, in need of money for our quota, 
decided to cook for the threshing crews in our community. We charged 25¢ a plate (all you could eat), 
some days serving 260 men. In 1936 we charged 35¢ and in 1940 charged 40¢. For 10 years, 1932 through 
1941, this was the way we earned our quota; not paying any dues, but donating our time and food. In 1942 
we started paying $2.50 dues, same as we do today. 

On September 11, 1952 we had a program and dinner celebrating our 75th anniversary. Our present 
membership is eighteen and our 1961 officers are as follows: president, Ruth Humphreys; vice-president, 
Jean Hendershot; secretary, Nellie Blunt; treasurer, Eileen Dallinger. 


MEADOW LAKE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

The history of the Meadow Lake Church is very interesting and goes back to 1852 and 1853, when, 
Solomon Sturges obtained patents on 24,360 acres of land in seven townships in White County, including 
3,520 acres in West Point Township, the average price being about $1.25 an acre. When he died the land 
was left to his heirs. Shelton Sturges received his share in West Point Township. During the sixties, 
Shelton Sturges and Jessie McAllister were partners in the wholesale woolen business in Chicago. At that 
time Mr, McAllister proposed that they improve some of the West Point Township land and in 1868 some 
1,440 acres were enclosed by a three-board fence, and a house and barn were built. 

It was in the summer of 1868 that Mr. McAllister visited his aged father in New York; there he met 
Oliver Wilson who was living and working at the McAllister home, and induced him to come to Indiana 


and supervise the ranch. He arrived in Wolcott on March 12, 1869. 
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As early as 1868, Dunkards, Baptists, and Methodists of the sparsely settled West Point community 
had been holding services in the schoolhouse and a union-Sunday School had been organized, with Mr. Elias 
Jones as Superintendent. Prominent in the work were Mr. James Blake Sr., Mrs. Eli Albertson and others. 
At that time the road was located back of the site of the present church, and the schoolhouse was situated 
a little more than a half mile south. 

In 1869 Mr. Wilson and family joined the religious meetings, and soon thereafter he was elected 
superintendent of the Sunday School. In 1870 Mr. Sturges and Mr. McAllister failed in business and the 
latter moved down to the ranch. He was very active and gifted in church work; he shortly became superin- 
tendent and on each Sabbath he would read one of Dr. Talmage’s sermons. 

In time it was felt that a church organization was necessary and the Christians in the community joined 
together and agreed to decide the denomination by which the new church should be called. The Presbyterians 
received the most votes. After consulting Rev. S. R. Seawright, Rev. J. B. Smith of Kentland and Elder 

On November 2, 1872 the formalities took place with the following persons as charter members of the 
new church: Mr, and Mrs. Orlando Walker; Mr. and Mrs. Jesse McAllister; Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Wilson; 
Miss Katie McAllister; Miss Margaret McAllister, Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Roberts; Mr. and Mrs. James Blake Sr.; 
Mr. and Mrs. James Hamlin; Mr. and Mrs. Christian Miller; Mrs. Mary Roberts, and Byrus LeBarron. 
Mr. McAllister was elected and ordained as ruling elder, which position he held until 1876 when he was 
succeeded by Oliver Wilson and Benjamin Walker. Rev. William Campbell had preached occasionally before 
this and was now the first supply pastor. 

In 1876, under Mr. McAllister’s leadership, the congregation decided to build a church. For about four 
years after the organization the meetings had been held in the schoolhouse. Through the efforts of Elder 
McAllister and the earnest and self-sacrificing gifts and labors of other members and near residents the 
work was completed and on November 10, 1876, the church was dedicated. Mr. Shelton Sturges gave 434 
acres of land, one acre for church purposes and 334 acres for a cemetery. A substantial donation came from 
the First Presbyterian Church of Chicago of which Mr. McAllister was a member; E. Buckingham, an Elder 
in the Chicago church, gave 5000 feet of lumber; and Johnson, Ford, and Company of Michigan City 
contributed three handsome pulpit chairs. The entire cost of the building was $1,350. Three hundred dollars 
was given by the Board of Church Erection, which sum was paid back in 1916, when Rev. Leo Lake was 
pastor. One hundred forty-five dollars debt was upon it which was raised in a few minutes at the dedication 
services. 

The frame of the building was put up by Mr. Duryea and Almond Backus, with the assistance of several 
others. It was finished by Mr. Love of Remington. Mr. McAllister was killed near Crown Point on A ugust 10, 
1880, on his way to Chicago with a load of cattle. He is buried in the Meadow Lake Cemetery. He was 
02 years old at the time of his death. 

In 1925 a movement was started to remodel the old building which had become inadequate to meet the 
needs of the community. Nothing was done until 1928 when the necessary funds were raised. The cost was 
$9,390. A. J. Reams was the architect and J. R. Nelson was chairman of the building committee. The Elders 
were M. G. Wilson; Frank Raub; H. I. Miller; Andrew Humphreys; G. A. Henderson, and J. R. Nelson. 

The dedication was held December 9, 1928 with Rev. Ragan in charge. Morning, afternoon, and evening 
services were held, conducted by Rev. Ragan, Rev. D. S. Perry and the active minister, Rev. John Miller. 
The present pastor is Rev. Cecil Atkinson. 


WOLCOTT METHODIST CHURCH 
The Methodist Church was first organized at Seafield in 1861 soon after that town was platted, but the 
group soon began to meet at Wolcott as the town of Wolcott showed the greater growth. The church in 
Wolcott was organized during the conference year of 1863-1864 by Rev. B. C. Brown. At that time the 
Wolcott church was on the Bradford circuit. Written in one of the old records is the statement: “Faithful 
labor by ministry and laity and humble trust in God, will, we predict, make Wolcott a station within a few 
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years.” (A station is a church with a pastor to itself; not on a circuit with another church.) And according 
to conference records this did happen the next year, but the Wolcott church was not able to maintain itself 
singly and swung back and forth from station to circuit several times before finally going on a circuit with 
Pine Grove in 1918-1919. 

To return to chronological order: The session of the Northwest Indiana Conference held in Crawfords- 
ville in September of 1871 appointed the Rev. J. F. Tolby to Wolcott. During his pastorate in the years 
1871-72 work was begun on a church building. Previously, Mrs. Anson Wolcott had donated the ground for 
a church building. In September of 1872 Rev. A. L. Barcus was appointed pastor and continued the task. 
This 36 x 40 foot frame building was completed in 1873 at a cost of about $2,600. Dedication was held March a 
1873 by Dr. J. W. T. McMullen and Dr. John L. Smith, the latter preaching the sermon. In the course of 
years this building proved to be inadequate and during the pastorate of Ernest C. Waring a new brick 
building was completed in 1896. This is the building that stands at present. Originally the tower was topped 
by a spire but this was destroyed by a windstorm in the early part of this century. An addition of a wing 
containing space for classrooms, rest rooms, and a kitchen was made in 1953. The parsonage was remodeled 
and a new sidewalk laid along the north of the church in 1960. Pastors who have been with us for any length 
of time since 1900 are: Henry C. Neal, F. C. Taylor, T. J. Reder, D. A. Rodgers, Stanley Hall, J. C. Whitson, 
who served from 1929-1936; L. E. Watson, R. B. Crocker, F. E. Nenninger, Donald Duggleby, and David J. 
Lawson, who served from 1956-1960. Our present pastor is Edward S. Vaught. 

At the present time it appears that the Pine Grove Church will merge with the Wolcott Methodist 
Church in a few weeks. 

An activity that has attracted some attention has been the Living Nativity Scene that has been presented 
in front of the church during the Christmas season by the Homebuilders Class for the last three years. 

The Service Class of the Methodist Church was established around 1925. The first teacher was Mrs. 
Ruth May and the present teacher is Mrs. Lena Welsch. In 1928 Mrs. Welsch became the teacher of the class 
and she has taught the class the major part of the time since that date. Other teachers serving the class for 
short periods were: Mrs. Hugh Clark, Mrs. Henrietta Woods, Mrs. Jewel Menefee and Mrs. Juanita Dibell. 

On July 20, 1940, the Service Class presented the picture “Christ in Gethsemane” to the Church. The 
original canvas of this picture hangs in Riverside Church, New York City, the Church of the noted minister, 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick. 

The fine copy, of this well known and beloved picture was painted for the class by Mr. Herman Diedam 
of Kentland. The painting, placed in the worship center, has continued to bring comfort and inspiration to all. 

A memorial gift of an Individual Communion Set for the pastor’s use was presented to the Church by 
Rev. Lawson in 1959. This memorial was given by the class in memory of Mrs. Mabel Paik. 

Many members of the Service Class have been consistent help in the Church School through their roll 
as teacher help in the various departments. The Class has maintained a high record of active service in 


the Church. 


MT. ZION BAPTIST CHURCH 
During the early years of the Palestine settlement after 1842 there were no churches in the neighborhood. 
Families would meet together in private homes when a circuit rider came and later in schoolhouses after 
they were built. In 1857 several citizens invited the Monticello, Rensselaer, and Burnetts Creek churches to 
meet with them to organize the Mt. Zion Baptist Church. The first place of worship was in the North School 
located one-half mile west and one mile north of the present church. Later, the Palestine school was used. 
By about 1872 a church building was erected on land donated by Mr. Isaac Kendall. Some of the members 
went to Michigan City by ox cart to obtain sills, beams, and other lumber not available locally. The building 

itself was erected in 1873 by Jacob Helfey and sons at a cost of $2,000. 
In the early years of the church the Dunkards were permitted to use the church building for their 
services the first Sunday of each month. In 1885 the first Sunday school of the church was organized. Also 
in 1885 the church voted to organize a mission in Wolcott. This was done and for many years the two 
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churches shared the pastorate. Many improvements in furniture and equipment were made through the 
years. The church had much financial difficulty in the depression years but with the help of the Lord the 
church survived. A full-time pastorate was begun in 1944 with a student pastor being called, though a 
parsonage must wait for the future. 

A building fund for a new addition was started in 1943 and enough money was raised to start the work 
in 1949. Most of the work was completed by 1950. 

Our first minister after the church was built was A. H. Dooley. 

Other ministers who served for some years were H. B. Miller, A. H. Dooley, W. H. VanCleve, William 
McCorkle, Mrs. Emma Belcher, D. F. Renn, S. O. Whitesell, S. E. Davies, Jessie Squires, J. J. Edwards, and 
Raymond Skelton. From 1954 to 1958 Rev. Archie Showen was the pastor. Since 1959 Rev. Henry A. Miller 
has been our minister. 


PALESTINE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

In 1842-43 Henry Pugh, Nathaniel Rogers, and John Cain located in sections 5-8 and started what is 
known as the Palestine settlement. In 1849 R. C. Johnson organized the Palestine Christian Church. This 
was the first Christian Church in White County and the first church in Princeton Township. The first 
building that housed this organization was 23 x 36 feet and was located just east of the present building. 
On May 14, 1850, John Dobbins and Isaac Kendal deeded to the church the land on which the building now 
stands. Mr. Johnson was the first minister with David Wright, Preston Lawson and Jackson Dobbins the 
first elders. On January 20, 1877, in memoriam of Rev. Johnson, at a meeting of the Palestine Christian 
Church the following resolutions were adopted as a tribute of respect to the memory of Elder R. C. Johnson 
who died December 21, 1876. Among others were these two pertaining most to our church: “Resolved: 
that we as a church will ever cherish the memory of the deceased for his eminent services in the cause of 
God and humanity, being the founder of the Christian Church at Palestine and being its Pastor. Resolved: 
that the house of worship and the pulpit that Brother Johnson has occupied every second Lord’s Day of each 
month for more than twenty years be draped in mourning six months and that we will retain that day of 
each month in the future as our day of public worship. Done by order of the Christian Church worshipping 
at Palestine, White County, Indiana, January 14, 1877.” We have continued through the many years with 
the worship service on the second and fourth Sunday of each month. The annual homecoming is always held 
the second Lord’s Day in September. Other ministers after Rev. Johnson were Rev. Shortridge, Lawson, 
Hanegar, Lilly, Rodman, and possibly others of which we have no record. MacMeyers was the last minister 
to preach in the old building and the first in the new building. The old building having become too small, 
the present building was erected in 1892 by a building committee composed of Joseph Clary, D. A. Rader, 
Samuel Spencer, M. G. Dobbins and Charley Dawson. Some of the ministers serving this new church were 
MacMyers, McLewain, Hunter, Patton, Stine, Rogers, Cunningham, Mrs. Goodacre, Walter Bush, Barber, 
Moore, Robert Ross, Miller, Dunkin, Mrs. Lee, Mrs. George Ross and Mullin. From September 1946 to 
September 1948 the church was closed. Knowing the need of the church in the community it was decided 
to reopen it on September 19, 1948. The Sunday School was reorganized and also the church with Rev. 
Robert Ross as minister. The minister today in 1961 is Rev. Leslie Dunkin and the elders are Elzie Miller, 
Robert DeMoss, John Heinselman, and William Misch. The following present members are descendants of 
original members of the church: Isaac Kendall, Mrs. John Heinzelman, daughter Lavina Mull, and Jack, 
Russell, and Mary Lou; Robert Kendall and son George, Jackson Dobbins, and Mrs. Elzie Miller. 
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SACRED HEART CHURCH OF REMINGTON 

It is said that a plot of ground to the north of the-present Wolcott school was once reserved for the 
construction of a Roman Catholic Church. However, such a building never came to pass. As a result, the 
Catholic citizens of our community have generally attended the Sacred Heart Church at Remington. This 
church had its start in 1870 when Father Anthony Messman, pastor of the Kentland church, was instructed 
by the Most Reverend Bishop to establish a mission in Remington. A building was built in 1875 and the 
parish dedicated as St. John’s parish. With the growth of the church the present building was completed in 
1901. Permission was granted to dedicate the new church to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, hence the name of 
the parish was changed from St. John to the Sacred Heart Parish. On October 2, 1952, the present pastor, 


Father Edward J. Holland, was appointed. 


elle ~ 
> a : ee 
4%: » ad opis ‘ se - 
ie ‘ 346 a om 
poke Se a *b 
{ oR 5 ) % «< « - 
; re 2 ‘ * * 
‘ ™ { 2 A 25 . wm osed 
; . ge x F 
cat se . ha » 
t. ‘ ye BN Sigg ae “ 
. ¥ : Y 4 os i ‘ s. 
> ” *< Me i> . a 
xt na tetas oF a) “7” y 
DE x ee ae i 
<< i * 3 
ry ne Rate is hoe ee ‘ y , 
7 ie SE RY Pres ‘ PA Ss * 
> 
+; aY me y, EN RR EG. / me * + ied s ‘ 
eet i ‘4 ‘“« Jd | ; * we * B 
. ~ ' * 
/ egee, & ae Me > 
x .-¥ . eee et * r+ & 
: byl 4 i? a ae 
’ . ~ 4 
ole HA le > 
aa : re 


August Emond, father of Harry Emond. Funeral of Robert Irion in 1914 last 


time the hearse was used. 
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RECENT VIEWS OF OUR CHURCHES 


BAPTIST CHURCH 
Wolcott, Indiana 


Wolcott Methodist Church and : ecent addition 


Plans for new Wolcott Christian Church 
Palestine Christian Church Building 


Mt. Zion Baptist Church 
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Grave of Anson Wolcott in Meadow Lake Cemetery 


Meadow Lake Missionary Society: Front Row (left 
to right): Mrs. Maurice Humphreys, Mrs. Art Flee- 
nor, Mrs. Elmer Shoup, Mrs. Glen Meadors, Mrs. 
Will Duff, Mrs. Ben Trachsel. Second Row: Mrs. 
Lewis Miller, Mrs. Earl Johnson, Mrs. Simeon Blunt, 
Mrs. Len Hoffman, Miss Mary Ellen Hewitt, Mrs. 
Emory Foutch, Mrs. Henry Downing, Mrs. C. L. 
Bullock. 


Organizations 


AMERICAN LEGION 
The Wolcott American Legion Post No. 294 was organized in 1938 with sixty charter members. Robert 
Dye was the first commander. The present commander is Wyatt A. Stanley (Doc). The first meeting place 
was over Fowler’s implement store which is now occupied by the John Deere Implement store. In 1948 the 
Post purchased the present home from M. A. Dismore. The Post is located upstairs and the rest of the 
‘building is partially occupied by the Post Office and the business run by Jack Hasselbring. 


WOLCOTT AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 
The Wolcott American Legion Auxiliary Unit No. 294 was organized in 1940 with thirty-three charter 
“members. The purpose of the organization is to carry out the great child welfare and rehabilitation programs 
as set up by the American Legion to help disabled veterans and children. The first officers were: President, 
Anna Stanley; Secretary, Olive Hollet, and Treasurer, Eva Sell. The unit meets every third Monday evening 
at Legion Hall. 


BOY*sSCOU PTROOP No#23 = |WOLCOTT 

Wolcott’s Boy Scout troop was organized February 29, 1926, sponsored by citizens of Monon. It was first 
registered as Troop 1, then changed to Troop 24. Stanley Hall was Scoutmaster, W. H. Gerberich was 
Chairman of the Committee. Truman Holdridge and J. R. Nelson were members of the committee. A total 
of twenty-one boys were registered in the first troop. From 1930 until 1937 the troop seems to have been 
inactive. In 1937 it was chartered and sponsored by the Community Club of Wolcott and registered as Troop 
No. 23. Henry Boze served as scoutmaster and eight boys were registered. Since that time it has had nearly 
continuous existence (inactive in 1958). From 1938 until 1957 the troop was sponsored by thé Progressive 
Club. Since that time the Wolcott Methodist Church has sponsored the troop. At the present time Ernest 
Burcham is the Scoutmaster and Kenneth Deno is chairman. Eighteen boys are registered. 


CUB PACK No. 323 — WOLCOTT 

In 1950 Cub Pack No. 323 was formed with the American Legion as sponsor. Vernon Spear was 
Cubmaster and Ivan Blunt was chairman. Nine boys were registered. The Pack was inactive from 1954 to 
1957. In 1957 it was re-registered with the Wolcott Christian Church as sponsor with Robert J. Anker as 
Cubmaster and Rev. Ralph Helseth as temporary chairman. Twenty-one boys registered. Today the sponsor 
is the same with Sherman E. Cantlon as Cubmaster and Philip Mathew as chairman. Seventeen boys are 
registered. 

EXPLORER POST No. 223 — WOLCOTT 

Explorer Post No. 223 was organized in 1955 with the American Legion as sponsor. J. M. Grierson was 
Advisor and Ivan L. Blunt chairman. Eight boys registered. In 1958 the Wolcott Methodist Church became 
the sponsor with Melvin Crafton as Advisor and John Heinzelman as chairman, with five boys registered. 
Today the sponsor remains the same with James Parks as advisor, Kenneth Deno, chairman, and nine boys 


registered. 


WOLCOTT LODGE No. 180, FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS 
This Lodge has met regularly since shortly after the founding of Wolcott. It was organized under a 
dispensation to work from the State Grand Lodge, on the 26th day of February 1866. Harvy E. Hazelbring 
(State Grand Master) appointed John B. Bunnell as Worshipful Master, William Rader as Senior Warden, 
and John B. Hemphill as Junior Warden, to be officers of Wolcott Lodge Under Dispensation. Jacob Wefley, 


Israel Nordyke and James O. Johnson, were some of the first members of this Lodge. 
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The first stated meeting was held on March 10, 1866. The Worshipful Master appointed the following 
officers for Wolcott Lodge U.D.: William Waldren, Secretary; John McDonald, Treasurer; Jacob Wefley, 
S.D.; Israel Nordyke, J.D.; G. W. Jewett, Tyler; James Hudson, S.S.; James O. Johnson, J.S. 

On May 30, 1866, this Lodge received its Charter from the State Grand Lodge. This Lodge to be called 
Wolcott Lodge No. 180, F. & A. M. John B. Bunnell, William B. Hemphill, William H. H. Rader were 
Charter members. 

Among the first members of the Lodge: John B. Bunnell, Wm. Rader, J. B. Hemphill, John McDonald, 
James Johnson, Israel Nordyke, Jacob Wefley, Wm. Waldren, James Hudson, George Jewett, Robinson 
Fleezer, William Baussun, A. Z. Ballow, R. R. Pettit, Parris Nordyke, Wm. Jamison, Moses Thomas, Peter 
Folks, James Smith, John Thomas, Noble Nordyke, Thomas Johnson, Edward Hemphill, James Hemphill, 
Elliott Rariden, Robert Galbreath, Peter Rader. 

On May 6, 1893, J. McDuffey, W.M., appointed the following as building committee: Thomas Jackson, 
E. H. Wolcott, and E. B. Dibell. The present Lodge building was completed in 1894. Dedication ceremony 
was held on August 28, 1894. 

The Lodge has had two homes, the first being rented from E. H. Wolcott. The second in its present 
building. 

From the original Lodge of six members, we have grown to a present membership of 169. Living 
members who have been Masons for more than 50 years are Earl Johnson and Art Powell. 

Present officers: Wayne Hasselbring, W.M.; Robert Beuerman, S.W.; Boyd Murphy, J.W.; Tye Sell, 
S.D.; Robert Foster, J.D.; Glenn Thomas, S.S.; Wayne Christopher, J.S. Ralph Sheets, Tyler; Jack Hassel- 
bring, Secretary; J. M. Winters, Treasurer; I. W. Deardorff, Chaplain; Ivan Blunt, Robert Nordyke and James 
Deardorff as Trustees. 

All the original records of the Lodge are in existence, and they portray many of the changes that have 
taken place in the town over the years. As the oldest fraternal organization in Wolcott, it has been our 
privilege to observe and participate in almost a century of Wolcott’s growth and development. 


WOLCOTT CHAPTER No. 171, ORDER OF EASTERN STAR 

Wolcott Chapter No. 171, O.E.S., was instituted March 8, 1895 and received the Charter April 25, 1895. 

Charles Guy Spitler of Evening Star Chapter No. 41 of Rensselaer was appointed special deputy to 
institute the Chapter. There were 28 or 30 Charter members. 

The following members were elected and appointed officers for the year 1895: Worthy Matron, Maude 
Dye; Associate Matron, Mae Griffing; Treasurer, A. L. Reed; Associate Conductress, Alice John-on; Ruth, 
Mrs. Small; Martha, Mrs. King Davis; Warder, Mrs. Dunn; Chaplain, Mrs. Ross; Worthy Patron, E. B. Dibell; 
Secretary, B. Leopold; Conductress, Mrs. A. L. Reed; Adah, Minnie Dunn; Esther, Mrs. Bert Leopold; Electra, 
Mrs. George Baker; Sentinel, J. K. Davis; Organist, Mrs. George Dye. 

Wolcott Chapter No. 171, O.E.S. celebrated its 50th anniversary May 17, 1945. Jane Burns was Worthy 
Matron and Paul Dawson, Worthy Patron. Faye Taylor was the Secretary. 

A welcome was extended to the charter members: Alice Dibell, Ella Baker, George D. Dye, Minta Dye, 
and Edith Clary of Wolcott, Alice Dye of Lafayette and Minnie Delzell of Logansport. 

A history of the Chapter was given by Jesse Stockton. 

Mrs. Lu Ella Davis Ade was thanked for the Signet presented to the Chapter in memory of her parents, 
James and Catherine Davis. 

The Order of the Eastern Star exists for the purpose of giving aid to the widows and orphans of Masonic 
families and for the maintenance of the Masonic Home and Hospital located at Franklin, Indiana. It also 
gives to other benevolent needs. 

Officers of 1961: Worthy Matron, Beverly Evans; Worthy Patron, James Evans; Associate Matron, 
Carole Hasselbring; Associate Patron, Jack Hasselbring; Secretary, Goldie Booker; Treasurer, Faye Taylor; 
Conductress, Joyce Cantlon; Associate Conductress, Mary Sell; Chaplain, Velma Nordyke; Marshal, Romella 
Smart; Organist, Roxie Foster; Adah, Helen Wood; Ruth, Doris Sell; Esther, Audrey Schofield; Martha, 
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Gwen Condon; Electa, Barbara Meadors; Warder, Maxine Fowler; Sentinel, Roy Booker. Altogether there 
are 45 Past Matrons and 15 Past Patrons. 
HISTORY OF THE FRIDAY AFTERNOON BRIDGE CLUB — 1932 TO 1961 

The Friday Afternoon Bridge Club was organized September 19, 1932 in Carmen Boone’s Hotel, by a 
group of twelve ladies who wished to play auction bridge for fun. No prizes were awarded those with high 
scores. Score records were kept for the club year and the six lows entertained the six highs. 

Charter members were: Carmen Boone, Blanche E. Biesecker, Leta Uhl, Mable Spencer (deceased), 
Sara Shield (deceased), Laura Fowler (deceased), Maude Holdridge (deceased), Gertrude DeLong 
(deceased), Fannie Jones, Mae Woodard, Ada Martin, Laurine Garvin. First officers were: Carmen Boone, 
President; Mae Woodard, Secretary-Treasurer. We met at 2 o’clock every two weeks on Friday afternoon. 
We will be 29 years old September 19, 1961. Charter members remaining in Club in 1960 were Fannie Jones, 
Blanche E. Biesecker, Leta Uhl. 

Members for 1960 are: Florence Scearcy, Blanche E. Biesecker (moved to California in December 1960), 
Leta Uhl, Fannie Jones (went to Warren Home in November 1959), Myrtle Burns, Bess Meadors, Mary Dye, 
Martha Fowler, Cora Woods, Bertha Miller, Aldine Furrer, Liss Winters, Stella Meadors, Helen Helderle. 
Voted in autumn of 1960 to give prizes for two high scores. 


I.S. W. CLUB 

On a lovely fall evening in the year of 1913 a group of fifteen young people, under the leadership of 
Estella (Keck) Lux, met at the home of Cecile Daggy, now Mrs. Lee Carl of Lafayette, to organize what is 
now known as the I.S. W. Club. Those present were Estella Lux, Oma (Ferguson) Wolf, Mabel (Shaul) 
Spencer, Ethel Wolfe, Anna Hinchman, Blanche Biesecker, Madge Wolfe, Berta (McDonald) Weterick, 
Fannie Jones, Myrtle Rawlings, Cecile (Daggy) Carl, Lillian Holley, Alta Grimes, Lulu Lear and Bernice Dyer. 

At that time we chose to be known as the “Sew Club,” but after a few years we gave up the sewing and 
changed the name to the I.S. W. Club (Deep Dark Secret). Our form of entertainment is playing Rook. 
On September 20, 1921, we joined the State Federation of Clubs. Mable Spencer served as County Federation 
President. The club is philanthropic in nature, as we give to, and help all worthy causes. During the War 
of 1918 we did Red Cross sewing under the leadership of Lulu Lear. Also, we are proud to have had a part 
in establishing our fine Community Library. 


PRINCETON TOWNSHIP HOME DEMONSTRATION CLUB 

The Princeton Twp. Home Demonstration Club was organized in 1922 by Miss Lela Gaddis of Purdue 
University, now a state officer of the Home Demonstration Club. The first officers were: President, Mrs. 
Emma Bouldon, and Secretary, Mrs. Emma Dawson. The club meeting date was then and still is the second 
Tuesday of the month. 

Charter members still active in club work are: Mrs. Kate Hanna, Mrs. Lottie Fulkerson, Mrs. Lela 
Spencer, Mrs. Mabel Miller and Mrs. Rose Wilson. One member, Mrs. Inez Spencer, held the office of County 
Home Demonstration President 1938, ’39, ’40, and ’41. 

In 1952 the name was changed from the Home Economics Club to the Home Demonstration Club. 
Current officers are: President, Miss Laura Diemer; Vice-President, Mrs. Thelma Dotson; Secretary, Mrs. 
Frances Sollberger; Treasurer, Mrs. Ora Mathew; Publicity Chairman, Mrs. Anna Stanley; Song Leader, 
Mrs. Lottie Fulkerson; Health and Safety Chairman, Mrs. Adeline Mathew; Pianist, Mrs. Edna June Victor; 
Project Leader Chairman, Mrs. Thelma Dotson. 


PARENT-TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
In September of 1947 the present Parent-Teachers Association was organized. The first officers were: 
Lucille Foster, President; Joe Trachsel, Vice-President; Vera Bollier, Secretary; and Ellen Kelley, Treasurer. 
Throughout the years the PTA has taken an active part in encouraging school improvements. Among 
programs originally sponsored by the PTA were the school lunch program and summer kindergarten. It has 


151 


been the practice of the PTA to buy school equipment from surplus funds each year. Meetings are held each 
month while school is in session and informative and entertaining programs given. Officers for the 1960-61 
school year were: Robert Clauss, president; Richard McLauchlen, vice-president (moved); Mrs. Don English, 
secretary; Mrs. Robert Folk, treasurer, and Mrs. Carl Nelson, publicity. 


PROGRESSIVE CLUB 

The present Wolcott Progressive Club sprang from earlier business men’s organizations, in particular a 
Lions Club that once was active in Wolcott. The present club seems to have taken its present form in the 
early 1940s. Today it includes any interested citizens of the community as well as businessmen. The club has 
taken a leading part in furthering the business interests of the town as well as investigating many matters 
of public interest. Events sponsored throughout the year by the club are the Smelt Fry held in the spring, 
some type of program in the summer such as an ice cream social or a barbecue, the annual Halloween 
celebration, Christmas business window and home decoration contest and free movies and treats for the 
children, and miscellaneous activities. Street Christmas decorations have been bought by the club. The 
Progressive Club played a leading role in getting the present centennial under way. Present officers of the 
organization are: Robert Foster, president; James F. Moore, vice-president; James Evans, treasurer, and 
Joe Troxel, secretary. 

GAMMA UPSILON CHAPTER OF PSI IOTA XI SORORITY 

Wolcott’s Gamma Upsilon Chapter of Psi Iota Xi was installed May 15, 1955 with 24 charter members. 
To carry on the tradition, purposes and interests of the National Sorority, Gamma Upsilon has contributed its 
support to many philanthropic, cultural, and charitable projects. Our philanthropic projects are mainly in the 
field of speech and hearing therapy and scholarships. Our cultural activities center around the Indianapolis 
Symphony and Hoosier Art Salon. 

At present we have 32 members and we keep busy working at our Thrift Shop or on any other project 
available to earn money for our philanthropic projects. 

We are proud of our latest project, the awarding of Honor Blazers to local High School students with an 
A average for an entire semester. Eleven students have attained that average and been awarded their jackets. 

Our aim is to make our community a better place in which to live. 

THE HISTORY OF WOLCOTT REBEKAH LODGE 

The Daughters of Rebekah Lodge was instituted at Wolcott on February 14, 1896. District Deputy Grand 
Master J. W. Conklin from Brookston, with the assistance of lodge members from Remington, conferred the 
degree to a class of twenty candidates. 

The charter members were Isadore Morris, Lina Snyder, Rose Gumm, Gertrude Taylor, R. M. Griffing, 
E. A. Walker, and Mae Romig. 

The first elected officers were: Noble Grand, E. A. Walker; Vice-Grand, Anna Walker; Secretary, Gertrude 
Foltz; Treasurer, Mrs. R. P. Miller; Chaplain, Mrs. George Winters; Warden, Gertrude Taylor; Conductor, 
Effie Foltz; Guardians, R. P. Miller and R. M. Griffing; Supporters were Vesta Lisk, Mae Roming, Andy Smith, 
and Flora Hodshire. 

The first visit of these lodge members to a neighboring lodge meeting was made to Remington. The trip 
was made on a railroad hand car. 

In January 1902 the lodge hall was destroyed by fire. All records were destroyed, but the lodge was 
reorganized. In December 1903 another fire added more disaster. 

After being disbanded for seven years a new Charter was granted and the lodge was reorganized again. 
After an extensive campaign drive eighty candidates took the initiatory obligations on April 14, 1910. The lodge 
continued to grow in membership until a goal of 200 was reached. 

The Rebekah Lodge is the auxiliary of the I.0.0.F. (Independent Order of Odd Fellows). This is an 
international organization. It is governed by the Sovereign Grand Lodge, the Rebekah Assembly, and the 
International Rebekah Association. 
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I.S.W. CLUB: Seated, left to right: Ethel Wolfe, Bertha Grugel, Virginia Dodson, Lisa Winters, Eva Milner, 
Florence Hoffman, Mary Deardruff, Marie Deardorff. Standing: Lela Sheets, Unabell Buschman, Adah Keiser, 
Mae English, Letha Dye, Ethel Dyer, Ruth Thomas, Elsie Theobald, Jeanette Dawson. 


SAFE RIDERS MOTORCYCLE CLUB: Back Row, left to right: Franklin Ponto, Loren Foulks, Lowell 
Hewitt, O. L. Milligan, Roy Grugel, George Milligan and Clint Simons. Front Row: Ellen Ponto, Margaret 
Burke, Mrs. O. L. Milligan, Carol Hewitt, Bertha Grugel, Pat Milligan, and Jane Vinyard. Members Not 
Present: Red, Pansy, and Jake Hall; Glavis and Frances Crutchfield, Leroy and Roberta Piercy, Peers 
Wellman, Kelsey and Roberta Hall, Bob Ponto, Shirley Milligan, Steve Ashby, B. W. Mills. 
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PSI IOTA XI SORORITY: Front Row, left to right: Mary Chamberlain, Hattie Baer, Eleanor Guingrich, 
Ruth Mathew, Carol Hasselbring, Maxine Hendress, Wilma Honegger. Second Row: Marion Jordan, Maxine 
Fowler, Barbara Thayer, Barbara Meadors, Roxie Foster, Elizabeth Overmeyer, Mary Dismore, Dorothy Wolf. 
Third Row: Pat Dyer, Jane Mathew, Wilma Clauss, Claudine McCollum, Rosemary Chamberlain, Eileen 
Hickman, Betty Baynes, Beverly Evans, Gwen Pender, Joyce Folk. Absent: Rosemary Parks, Jann Flora, 
Ethel Lucas, Jeanette Wagner, Delores Keiser, Doris Rauer, Rosemary Wagner, Leatrice Winger. 


THE WOLCOTT FRIENDSHIP CLUB: Back Row, left to right: Minnie Keller, Cecil Primmer, Fannie High, 
Lena Farney, Edith Duff, Inez Richey. Front Row: Cora Conder, Velma Parks, Gertie J ackson, Lula Shoup, 
Nellie Otis. All the members were not present when the picture was made. In 1954 we had twenty-four 
members. Since then several members have passed away. We meet on the first Tuesday of each month and 
have a devotional program. After a social hour we are served refreshments. 


At the present time it is the only fraternal organization permitted to send High School delegates to the 
United Nations. These delegates are chosen from outstanding tenth or eleventh grade students competing in 
historical contests. 

The lodges support and maintain a home for the aged. This home is located at Greensburg, Indiana. Hos- 
pital care is also provided there for the guests. Much of their food supplies are raised here on the home grounds. 

Each summer some underprivileged children are sent as guests of the local lodges to our Youth Camp at 
Indianapolis, for a two weeks’ vacation. These children do not necessarily come from our Rebekah homes. 

The Past Grands Club is the social order of the lodge. This Club was organized March 9, 1929. Mrs. Mary 
Cougill was the first president. Other officers were: Vice-President, Etta Armold; Secretary, Fannie Downing; 
Marshal, Bertha Ford; Guardian, Eliza Watson. 

The last of these charter members, Mrs. Bertha Ford, just recently passed away. 

Because of the fact that the lodge doesn’t own its own hall, meetings have been held in various places, 

_ namely upstairs over the Staple Grocery, Fowler building, which recently was purchased by Paul Smart, and 
over the Fire Station. At the present time the hall is located in the Mathew apartments. 

Since there are many varied organizations in the community, our present membership is small, but we 
continue to hold our regular meetings and help promote general welfare in our community. 

Our present officers are: Noble Grand, Betty Littleton; Vice-Grand, Fern Swim; Secretary, Harriette 
Johnson; Treasurer, Lloyd Collins. 


TUESDAY NIGHT BRIDGE CLUB 
This club was started about 1930. It started with two tables of friends who met at no set time, for a friendly 
get-together to learn the game of bridge. After a few months it was decided to meet regularly, and to have 
three tables. At that time the club was known as the “Easy Aces,” the name of a popular radio program at 
the time. They met on Tuesday night every two weeks. After a year or two the name “Easy Aces” was dropped, 
and the club was then known by the present name of “Tuesday Night Bridge Club.” 


SAFE RIDERS MOTORCYCLE CLUB, INC. 
Safe Riders Motorcycle Club, Inc. is probably the first motorcycle club ever founded in the Wolcott 


vicinity. Motorcycling is called the “greatest sport on wheels.” The purpose of the club is to promote safety 
and guide the Young and inexperienced. First official meeting was held September 23, 1956 with fourteen 
members and wives present. Four elective offices, five directors and a road captain were the first officers. 
Later, a chaplain, Father Paul Wellman of St. Joseph College, Rensselaer, joined; also a publicity chairman 
and two assistant road captains. We were registered as a chartered club in the American Motorcycle Associa- 
tion February 1, 1957. Red shirts with grey lettering were accepted as club colors. 

Many kinds of amusements have been enjoyed: Turkey Run, Poker Run, Lime Run, Mystery Run, 
Flashlight Run, Scavenger Hunt, Field Meets, Easter Egg Hunt, visited Cataract Lake and Falls, Brown County, 
also attended the world’s largest motorcycle blessing at St. Christopher Shrine at Midlothian, IIl., participated 
in the Christmas float and parade and several race events. Our club promoted several short track, lightweight 
races at Monticello Spedway in 758 and ’59 while Franklin Ponto was president. Our first big meet with the 
public was the Northern Indiana Rally, August of ’57 when estimated 1500 motorcycles visited our area. In 
benefits “We Skate So That Others Walk” of February 1959, members helped present a two-night show with 
wonderful results. Donations were given to the heart fund and again helping at the benefit show at the skating 
rink; besides these members attended several benefit race meets. 

Of the present twenty-seven members there are seven active charter members; they are George and A. L. 
Milligan, Roy Grugel, Leroy and Roberta Piercy, Franklin and Ellen Ponto. Number of miles enjoyed with 
only one minor accident to mar it are 523,827. Present officers are: President, O. L. Milligan; Vice-President, 
Roy Grugel; Secretary, Ellen Ponto; Treasurer, Pansy Hall; Road Captain, Clint Simons. During the summer 
club meetings are on the first Friday night of the month; fall and winter, first Sunday afternoon of the month. 
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WOMAN’S CLUB OF WOLCOTT 

The Woman’s Club of Wolcott was organized October 16, 1900, state federated in 1919, and general 
federated in 1927. 

The club colors are green and white. The object of the club is to study to attain a higher state of culture 
for ourselves and to promote refinement and social purity in the community. 

There were 15 charter members. They were: Catherine Bidwell, Julia Griffing Blake, Jennie Moffet Blake, 
Orpha Evans Boner, Fanola Hackley Brown, Dorothy Morris Hart, Elizabeth Noel Kessi, Ellen F. Lowman, 
Eva Lloyd Moulds, Laura Blair Muir, Helen O’Dell, May Griffing Saunders, Madge McKinsey Beard, Lucy. 
Compton Watson, and Lida Brown Wolcott. 

First club officers were: Mrs. Watson, President; Mrs. Boner, Vice-President, and Mrs. Kessi, Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

The club has always been a study or literary club, the members preparing the lessons for the most part, 
but sometimes bringing in an outside speaker or other entertainment. Members have served as county and 
district officers and have always been interested in community improvement and Federation projects. 

In 1950 Mrs. Wolcott presented two books to the Wolcott Library and since that time the club each year 
has chosen one or more outstanding books to be added to the Woman’s Club Bookshelf in memory of 
Mrs. Wolcott. 

In 1957 roadside planting of flowering crabapple trees was sponsored by the club. The State Highway De- 
partment planted the trees for the club on both sides of Highway 53 south of town. These are blooming size now. 

Since 1942 the club has honored the Senior girls at the close of school with a dinner or some special 
entertainment. In recent years, a dinner has been held at the Purdue Union Building and the group later 
attended the Easter Convocation. 

Also, the Senior girl who attains the highest accumulative grade in four years of English receives an award 
at Commencement from the club. 

The Woman’s Club continued in the Federation as the only federated club in the county for three years. 
Then in 1958 the decision was made to withdraw from the Federation as the burden was too great on a single 
club in the county. 

At present there are 20 active members and six associate members. The club president for 1960-61 is Mrs. 
Lowell Goss, and the President-elect is Mrs. Jack Hasselbring. 

The Woman’s Club, as the oldest in the community, has a rich heritage. It has contributed much to the 
town and country in the last sixty years. All who have been members have benefited from the social and 
cultural contacts. 

THE U.E. CLUB 

The U.E. Club of Wolcott was organized in 1898 by Mrs. Ben Leopold, having as its purpose social and 
philanthropic advancement. It was federated in 1906, and was the first club in the County to federate and the 
only one in Wolcott for a number of years. Some of the activities of early years: an entertainment for Red 
Cross which netted $33.85; gave $60.00 for maintenance of French orphans; gave $13.00 to Y.W.C.A.; made 
comforters for Red Cross; sewed for needy children, etc. We celebrated our 36th anniversary with a Home- 
coming party when invitations were sent to former members all over the United States. At the noonday 
luncheon.a beautiful birthday cake was cut by Mrs. Isaac Leopold, the only living charter member. Mrs. 
Florence Scearcy became a member in 1908 and is still enjoying the club after 53 years. The club still helps 
with some of the County Health Projects each year. The club meets on the second or fourth Wednesday of 
each month when the hostess serves a one o’clock luncheon and a business and social afternoon follows. 

Mrs. Charles Martin is serving as club president this year. 


YOUNG-AT-HEART HOME DEMONSTRATION CLUB 
On April 12, 1954, a group of women gathered at the home of Mrs. Boyd Vaughn, Jr., for the purpose of 
forming a new Home Demonstration Club. There were seventeen adults and seven children present. In an 
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Cream That’s Cream is 
KERLIN’S ICE CREAM 


Finest Jee Cream Parlor in the County. 
We Want Your Cream Business 


Kerlin Ice Cream Parlor - 1907 


Dibell Hardware - 1890's 
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CENTENNIAL KICK-OFF DINNER 
The Wolcott Centennial got off to a flying start with 
an Elk supper (meat, that is) in the Wolcott High 
School gym starting at 6:30 pm. January 21, 1961. 


These girls tap-danced as part of the entertainment: 
left to right, Beth Wheeler, Debbie Meadors, Dede 
Moore. Note sign to right made of ribbons by work- 
ers at the Thayer factory. 


elk. 


Two pioneer ladies specially honored at the Elk supper were Martha Rogers McKillip (Aunt Mat) to left 
above and Effie McKillip Covington (Aunt Effie) to right above. Both ladies were 92 years of age. Mrs. 
McKillip passed away suddenly on March 13, 1961. Another elderly resident was “Aunt Belle” Parks, who 
died December 24, 1960 at age of 98 years. 


QUEEN CANDIDATES AND JUDGES—Judges, In front: Dick Lingle, program director of WASK, Lafayette; 
Miss Charleen Molter, Queen of Kentland Centennial in 1960; William “Bill” Brooks, columnist for Journal- 
Courier, Lafayette. Contestants, first row, left to right: Linda Spencer, Coralene Sell, Peggy Pender, Karen 
Horton, Karen Klink and Wanda Oberlander. Second row: Suzanne DeBoy, Doris Mathew, Barbara Mathew, 
Louise Toops, Connie Ewing, Sharon Cook and Faye Sibenthal. Third row: Margaret Eberle, Martha Goss, 
Ramona Dotson, Jane Forbes, Connie Geib, Marceline Burrell and Karen Schwab. Fourth row: Jean Shanklin, 
Janice Telfer, Brenda Gerling, Mary Mathew, Karen Burke, Judy Oberlander and Barbara Weisenberger. 
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Women’s and men’s teams playing at Centennial Basketball games held Tuesday, February 21, 1961 
in Wolcott School gym. 


Wolcott folks attending the annual White County Corn Club dinner sponsored by the White County Bankers’ 
Association held February 9, 1961 at the St. Joseph Catholic Church in Reynolds in their Centennial costumes 
were, seated, left to right: Mrs. F. R. Brown, Mrs. Clifford Fowler, Mrs. J. M. Winters, Mrs. Russell Parks, 
Mrs. Lowell Goss, Mrs. Robert Kendall and Mrs. Richard Poindexter. Standing: Herbert Fulkerson, Wilbur 
Musser, Fern McKillip, Clifford Fowler, J. M. Winters, F. R. Brown, James J. Evans, Russell Parks, Lowell 


Goss and Robert Kendall. 
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CENTENNIAL 
DANCE 
FRIDAY 
MARCH 17, 1961 


Left: Part of the crowd attending 
the Centennial Dance. 


Right: A section from the Wabash College 
choir entertain the crowd with songs as the 
evening’s activities get under way. 


Mr. Dale Sheets, master of ceremonies, intro- 
duces the queen judges: Dick Lingle, Bill 
Brooks, and Charleen Molter. 
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CROWNING OF CENTENNIAL QUEEN 


Right: Mr. F. R. Brown and Joyce Folk crown 


and invest our queen, Miss Barbara Mathew. 


Our Centennial Queen: Miss Barbara Mathew, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Isadore Mathew. 


Queen and Her Court, left to right: Peggy 
Pender, Doris Mathew, Queen Barbara Mathew, 
Karen Burke, Janice Telfer. 
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BURIAL OF THE RAZOR 


Mournful musicians. 


Pallbearers: Clifford Hall, Paul Schwab, Mar- 
vin Mathew, Eddie Collins, Floyd Dallinger, 
Isadore Mathew, Herbert Fulkerson. 


Se ces A allt, Pcl aS PO Senhora Neandgum Seacius Se A 


The Queen and Her Court bear the flowers. 


“DULLUS DAN” 
INTERRED 
SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 1961 


Singing and weeping over the dear departed. 
Minister: John Honegger. 


Singers: Romella Smart, Elizabeth Overmyer, 
Mildred Habben, Doris Sell, Barbara Meadors, 
Helen Wood, Mary Spear. 


Mourners: Betty Baynes, Mary Spear, Rose 

Mathew, Pansy Hall, Louise Lear, Anna Stanley, 

Rose Wilson, Marie Parks, Martha Lemming, 
Edith Duff, Bertha Grugel. 


SCHOOL CENTENNIAL DAY — WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 1961 


High School Boys, left to right: George Kendall, 
Irvin Furrer, David Hall, Ralph Klopfenstein, 
Ned Fulkerson, Dick Oberlander, Bill Inman. 


Teachers, standing, left to right: Miss Elsie 

Theobald, Mrs. Dolores English, Mrs. Patricia 

Wallace, and Mrs. Helen Arnott. Seated: Mrs. 

Marie Byers, Mr. Richard M. Wheeler, and 
Mrs. Dorothy Shoop. 


A moe 


oh 
a! ; 
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ELEMENTARY STUDENTS 
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CENTENNIAL COMMITTEES 


Ladies on Steering Committee, left to right: Helen Blume, Maxine Fowler, Anna Stanley, Joyce Folk, 
Ruth McCollum, Rosemary Chamberlain, Ruth Klink, and Eleanor Guingrich. 


Centennial Court: Fern McKillip, Sheriff; Leon- 
ard Navarra, Defense; Dr. Frank Baynes, Judge; 
Bliss Nordyke, Prosecutor; James Evans, Clerk. 


Operators of Centennial Headquarters: Dor- 
rance Dibell and Leon “Pop” Parks. 
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Centennial History Book Committee, left to 

right: Mabel Griffin, Velma Nordyke, Richard 

Wheeler, Editor; Dorothy Shoop, and Virginia 
Dodson. 


Advertising Committee for Centennial Books, 
left to right: Joe Troxel, Mrs. Maxine Fowler, 
Sherman Cantlon, and Mrs. Robert Blume. 


Centennial Pageant Committee, left to right: 
Rev. Ralph Helseth, Dolores English, Peg Cor- 
rell, and Dale Sheets, author and director. 


On Your 100th Birthday 


...we're proud to be your 
partners in progress! 


For more than a half century, NIPSC 
electric service has contributed to the 
growth and development of your community 
...and now an abundant supply of natural 
gas is helping Wolcott take another big 


step forward. 


Reddy Kilowatt, Peppy Flame and 4,000 
Nipscofolks across northern Indiana 
salute you on your anniversary...and 
pledge our continued high standards of 
dependable gas and electric service. 


NORTHERN INDIANA PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY 


serving today... building for the future 


Mr. Albert Anker 
Mrs. Albert Anker 
Mr. Ed Anker 

Mrs. Norman Anker 


Kim Anker 

Mrs. Helen Arnott 
Barbara Baunach 
Everal Blanchette 


Mr. Robert Blume 
Mrs. Helen Blume 
Bruce Blume 
Barbara Blume 


Mr. Roy Boo. er 

Mrs Roy Booker 

Mr. Dennis Brooks 
Mrs. Frances Brooks 


Mr. George Brown 
Mrs. Margaret Brown 
Mr. Ted Clark 

Mr. Edwin Collins 


a 
ROMACK IMPLEMENT SALES TRUCKS AND TRACTORS 


INTERNATIONAL 
HARVESTER 


WOLCOTT, INDIANA Phone CRestwood 9 - 220! 


POLLED SHORTHORN CATTLE 


J. HUMPHREYS & SONS 
TYNYWTRA FARMS 


WOLCOTT, IND. 


Dixie Collins 

Mrs. Grace Cowgill 
Mr. Floyd Dallinger 
Mrs. Floyd Dallinger 


Ira. Willis Deardorff 
James Deardorff 

Mr. Robert DeMoss 
Mrs. Robert DeMoss 


Susan DeMoss 
Babs DeMoss 
Virginia Dodson 
Mrs. Edith Duff 


Mr. Truman Fields 
Mr. Walter Ford 

Mrs. Esther Ford 
Mr. Robert Foster 


Mrs. Roxie Foster 
Mrs Rachel Foulks 


Sandra Foulks 
Mr. Donald Furrer 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
‘Mr. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Elit 


and Mrs. Alfred Bissonnette 


Bail ompliments of —_ 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Altman 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Anker 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Jacob Anker 

Walter Baker 

George Bernhardt 


George Bissonnette 
Mr and Mrs. Herman Blume 


and Mrs. 


Roy Booker 


Edmond Burke, Jr.. 


and Mrs. 
and Mrs. 
and Mrs. 
and Mrs. 
and Mrs. 
and Mrs. 
and Mrs. 


e Beauty 
Mrs. William 


Cletus Clark 

Ed Collins 
Floyd Dallinger 
Harry Darrow 
Everett Davis 
Dorrance Dibell 


Henry Downing 
Salon 
Farley 


. Loren Foulks 


. and Mrs. 


. and Mrs. 


Emory Foutch 


Earl Fulkerson 


and Mrs. 
and Mrs. 
. and Mrs. 
. and Mrs. 


Herbert Fulkerson 
Axel Franson 
Donald Geib 

Elmer Hall 


. Jack Kingsbury 


Floyd Kendall 


. Walter Kyburz 


Elwood Lawson 
Denzell Lear 


. Herman LeBeau 
and Mrs. Arthur Mathew 
. Edwin Mathew 
and Mrs. Herman Mathew 


Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Mathew 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Mathew 
Mr. Oscar Mathew 


- and Mrs. Raymond Mathew 
. and Mrs. Frank McCollum 
. Fern McKillip 
. and Mrs. Clarence Meyer 
and Mrs. Estle Morehead 
. Avis (Morehead) Hassel 
. Lloyd Morris 
. Everett Norris 
. Carl Nelson, Home-made pies 
and Mrs. Charles Oberlander 
. and Mrs. Glenn Oberlander 
and Mrs. Art Obery 
. Henry Parks 
. Ray A. Plummer 
and Mrs. Franklin Ponto 
and Mrs. Fred Primmer & Sons 
and Mrs. Fred Rauer 
. Levi Reel 
. John Schofield 
. and Mrs. David R. Sell 
. and Mrs. Raymond Sheets 
. and Mrs. Elmer Shoup 
. and Mrs. Floyd Spencer 
. and Mrs. W. A. Stanley 
. and Mrs. Elmer Stoller 
. Everett Swartz 
. and Mrs. Frank Wagner 
Davis Station, Round Grove 
Green's 5 & 10, Goodland 
Deno Processing Co., Goodland 
Blackerby Printing Co., Remington 


Farm Builders, Remington 
A Friend, Remington. 


Mr. Don Geib 

Mrs. Velma Geib 

Mr. Jim Goodwin 

Mrs. Margaret Goodwin 


William L. Goss 
Mr. Roy Grugel 
Mrs. Roy Grugel 
Mr. Jake Hall 


Mr. Clifford Hall 
Mrs. Pansy Hall 
Mr. Elmer Hall 
Mrs. Iva Hall 


Mr. Wayne Hasselbring 
Mrs. Wayne Hasselbring 
Mr. Harold Hoppe 

Mrs. Ethel Hoppe 


Norma Jackson 

Mr. Bob Kendall 
Mrs. Lulu Kendall 
Ann Marie Kiser 


OF WOL 


WE EXTEND OUR SINCEREST CONGRATULATIONS 
TO FOLKS OF A FINE COMMUNITY. MAY THE 

SECOND HUNDRED YEARS BESTOW A REPEATED 

PERFORMANCE WITH OUR BLESSING. 


PERSONNEL DIRECTORS 


F. R. Brown, Exec. Vice Pres. Russell Parks, Pres. 
James J. Evans, Cashier Clifford Fowler, V. Pres. 
Aileen Hoshaw, Bookkeeper George Griffin, Sec. 
Barbara Poindexter, Bookkeeper J. M. Winters 


Beverly Bessler, Bookkeeper Habba ese 


F. R. Brown 


BANK OF WOLCOTT 


Mr. Denzel Lear 
Mr. Louis Mathew 
Mrs. Louis Mathew 
Mr. Isadore Mathew 


Barbara Mathew 

Mr. Vincent Mathew 
Mrs. Vincent Mathew 
Mr. Raymond Mathew 


Mrs. Raymond Mathew 
Mr. Herman Mathew 
Mrs. Herman Mathew 
Dirk McCollum 


Mr. Elzie Miller 


Mrs. Elzie Miller 
Mr. Estle Morehead 
Mrs. Jennie Morehead 


Mr. James F. Moore 
Mr. Van Owens 
Mrs. Lucille Owens 


Leon "Pop" Parks 


Clifford Fowler Roger Fowler 


Fowler’s Hardware 


GIFTS - GENERAL HARDWARE SINCE 1918 


BELKNAP HARDWARE & MFG. CO. 
PAINT - HARDWARE 
since 1840 


Rex Fowler 


Mrs. Emma Parks 
Mr. Russ Parks 
Mrs. Marie Parks 
Mr. Jim Parks 


Mrs. Rosemary Parks 
Mr. Demoine Pinkerton 
Judge Ray A. Plummer 
Mr. Henry Provo 


Mrs. Henry Provo 
Mr. Levi Reel 


Mr. John Roberts 
Mrs. John Roberts 


Mr. Wilcie Roberts 
Ronnie Schneidt 
Mike Shanklin 

Mr. Dale T. Sheets 


Ralph Sheets 
Maryanne Smith 

Mr. W. A. Stanley 
Mrs. W. A. Stanley 


H. V. EMONDS & SONS 
GAS AND OIL FURNACES 


*« 


WE CARRY PARTS 


24 HOUR SERVICE 


x 


WOLCOTT, INDIANA 


Phone CR 9-237! or CROQ-2372 


MEET AT 
THE 


CHIPPENDALE RESTAURANT 
WOLCOTT, INDIANA 


Steak & Sea Food 


Bert and Pauline Alexander 


BEST WISHES FOR 


Wormy Nevitt 


WELDING SUPPLY 
WOLCOTT, INDIANA 


Compliments of Employees 


UNITED STATES POST OrFk ICE 
WOLCOTT, INDIANA 


Donald Greenburg, Postmaster 
Rachel M. Foulks, C erk 

lst Hie AS Provo, Subs -Glerck 
George B. Dol ick 


& Rural 
Lloyd E. Wolfe Carriers 


Miss Elsie Theobald 
Mr. Richard Wheeler 
Mrs. Darline Wheeler 
Beth Wheeler 


Mr. Alvia Winger 
Mrs. Mary Winger 
Marilyn Winger 
Carolyn Winger 


Nancy Winger 
Peggy Winger 
Ronnie Winger 
Marvin Winger 


Mr. Winnie Winters 
Mrs. Lis Winters 


ee SS 


Above: Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Mathew 
Note to the editor of the Wolcott 


Bicentennial Book in 2061: people and Meddie Mathew 
did not really wear beards and the 

type of clothing as shown on these 

pages. These were old-time cost- 

umes worn for centennial fun. 


Russ and Jim Parks 


Shrock Fertilizer Service 


WOLCOTT, INDIANA 
flo (CM. Cres 
100% water soluable phosphorus 


The Nitrogen for the Farm 
Soil Testing 


ECON - O - MASTER 


A package program with flexibility -- surpassing ordinary 
fertilizer programs on farm after farm. 


Anhydrous Ammonia App! icators Custom Application Services 


¢ Parts and Service 


‘ «f | 
a) ita ee : S HROCK! Commercial Fertilizers 


Super Phosphates / espe tenned Agr iculture Chemicals 


Robert J. Anker, plant mar. 


VIRGINIA-CAROL INA CHEMICAL CORP. 


and our personnel are proud to 
be a part of such a fine commun- 
ity. May your next 100 years be 
of the finest. 


Picture to left: top row, left 
to right: Jerry Knochel, Hugh 
Griffith, Joseph McFall. 

front row: Wayne Silvey, Doro- 
thy Keifer, Richard Franson. 


Farmers’ Co-Op Elevator 


olcott 


GRAINS - SEEDS - FERTILIZER - TILE - COAL - FENCING 


HASSELBRING & MAY CO. 


Wolcott, Indiana 
Phone CRestwood 9-4656 


EXCAVATING 
(all kinds) 


@ Rock Burying 
@ Tile Repair 

© Septic Tanks 
® Water Lines 
@ Footings 


STUMP REMOVAL 


Cutting Machine 
For Low Cost 
Stump Removing 


H.E. Jordan 
Building 


RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 
AND REMODELING 


CUSTOM BUILT CABINETS 
FORMICA WORK 


Phone 
CR 9-264 | 


WOLCOTT INDIANA 


Red’s Welding 


REPAIR 
& 
FABRICATION 


WOLCOTT, INDIANA 
Phone CR 9-432? 


lt has been a pleasure to 
serve this community 
since 1980 


Fred & Marie Reiss 


Wi 


impliment Ca 


PAUL SMART 


Members our our organization pictured above left to right extend best 
wishes for a successfui celebration of our town and community's Centennial 


Paul Smart Robert Griffin 


Loren Foulks William Dignan 
Kathy Foyer Robert Altman 


Wayne Siebenthal Herbert Gehibach 
(not pictured) 


Our organization is thankful and grateful for serving a share 
of the farm implement needs of the community for the past fourteen 
years and look ahead with great optimism for greater service. 


QUALITY FARM 
EQUIPMENT 


Deere's introduction of their 
"New generation of power trac-— 
tors and implements" coincides 
with Wolcott's entering into a 
new century of progress. 


The Country Inn 


BEER - WINE - LIQUOR 


WOLCOTT, INDIANA 


PIKE - SHRIMP - PERCH - CHICKEN 


STEAK - HAM - DINNERS 


EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT 


Nordyke & Co. 


WOLCOTT, INDIANA Phone CR 9-5371 
DRUGS - SUNDRIES 


"Let us fill your next prescription" 


Wall Paper and Veterinary Supplies 


James W. Dye George Dye, July 3, 1870- 


Father of George Dye July 28, 1958 
March 28, 1836- Firm founded 1892 


January 24, 1905 


GEO. D. DYE and SON 


Lumber - Building Supplies - Glass 
Coal - Hardware - Paints 
Phone CR 9-2291 
WOLCOTT, INDIANA 


oye 


SPER 


Best Wishes to Wolcott and Communi ty 
On Your !00th Anniversary 


from 


The Oberlanders 


Gene -- |rene 


Dennis(Dennie) , Richard(Dick) 
Sharon(Sherry), Craig(Lewie) 


L. BERT EMOND'S ALBUM OF TRANSPORTATION 


s new 1919 Ford.. Cost pric 
Le or 


4 oy *y 4 my cs | “ 
fort Huron Tngine and Minneapolis Tnreshner 


ed by Joe Tmond. 
1a to Tyler=- Jones rim 5 W 
T9OL9. 


- 


emingston 


Mr. Walter Schuyler, a successful 


Wolcott native. Graduate of Wolcott 
High School 1907; Purdue 1911; now a 
vice-president of the United Fruit 

Company with many holdings in Cuba. Dr. E. L. Welsch, Dentist, and 
patient - Mrs. Welsch. 


SRR gy tee ie 


Seep 3 
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es 
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Mr. Bliss Nordyke, Pharmacist and 
descendant of a pioneer Wolcott 
family. 


Mrs. Ada Keiser, Janet Furrer,, 
and Dr. Frank L. Baynes, M. D. 


JENKINS & NAGEL TRUCKING 


GRAIN - FEED - FERTILIZER - LIVESTOCK 
WOLCOTT - Phone 9-5511 - INDIANA 


MELVIN MARQUIE MARVIN GAUGER 


CR 9-528! GENERAL BULLDOZING CR 9-483 | 


CENTENNIAL 


GREETINGS 
BEST — WISHES 


from 


SHOE AND REPAIR SHOP 


News Stand 


Phone 
CR 9-268! 


TOM TAYLOR Lis & Winnie Winters 


BLUME BROS. 


Compliments of SERVICE STATION 


DR. and MRS. C. P. OBERY 
5908 N. DEARBORN ST. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


IND| ANA 


L 


5) 
Nis TEXACO 


MODERN PROTECTION 
IN THE 
OLD-FASHIONED TRADITION 


Insure In Sure Insurance 


JACKSON AGENCY 


extAl Sto 


PHONE Ss andar ta WOLCOTT, 
CR 9-424] protection £7 INDIANA 
“any insuee 


M. H. JACKSON INSURANCE OF ALL KINDS SHERM CANTLON 


Over 60 years of Service 


(Continuing the Gerberich and Biesecker Agencies) 


White County REMC 


A LOCAL BUSINESS 
SOW NE DEB ye HOSES ieSER VES" 


Foster Funeral Home 


We're proud that we're locally-owned, locally 
controlled. We provide good jobs for local people. 
Our main objective is to give top quality electric 
service to our member-owners — at cost. 

This cooperative electric service is real democracy . 
in action —an honest-to-gosh LOCAL BUSINESS. Community for 30 Years 


WOLCOTT, INDIANA 


Serving the Wolcott 


CONGRATULATIONS TO WOLCOTT 
AND 
BEST WISHES FOR THE FUTURE 


AN EXAMPLE 
OF PROGRESS 


Corner of Range and Market Streets 


Complete Tune Up 
Whee! Alignment and Balancing 
Tires and Batteries 
Accessor ies 


WOLCOTT INDIANA McCOLLUM'S STANDARD SERVICE Phone CR 9-971 


Peoples Co-Operative Stores, Inc. 


SINCE 1918 
YOUR DEPENDABLE SOURCE OF SUPPLY 


} its and Vegetables. 
Staple and Fancy Groceries Fresh and Frozen Fru 
Complete Meat Market Dry Goods, Shoes and Clothing 


FEED MILL DEPARTMENT 
FEEDS - SEEDS - FARM SUPPLIES 


CUSTOM GRINDING AND MIXING 
DELIVERY SERVICE 


Le. 
“ 
; 
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OY 
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WOLCOTT FEED & HATCHERY, INC. 
. WOLCOTT, INDIANA 
Ph.: CR 9-2431 


THE 


JOHN 
HONEGGER 
FAMILY 


CONGRATULATIONS FOR 100 YEARS OF PROGRESS 
BUD ALTMAN 


State Champ Altman Family 196] 


ALTMAN FARMS WOLCOTT & MONTICELLO 


Junior England 


CORN SHELLING AND GRAINHAULING 


WOLCOTT, INDIANA Phone CR 9-441| 


Congratulations to the Wolcott Centennial 
THE JOE TROXEL FAMILY 


Troxel Insurance Agency 


ALL LINES OF INSURANCE 
WOLCOTT, INDIANA 


Compliments of 


R. Curt Davis Agency 


Representing the 


JEFFERSON NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


JOE A. TROXEL 
Local Agent 


Compliments of 


Mac’s Barber Shop 
Cae 


LAFAYETTE, INDIANA 


Compliments to Wolcott 
BAER HEREFORD FARMS 


Oscar Baer : « — , Hattie Baer 


Philip Baer Denise Baer 


Registered Herefords & Superior Grain Dryers 
Wolcott, Indiana Phone CR 9-4737 


Vernon, Eleanor, Tommy, and Susie 


Vernon (V¥.C.) Guingrich and Wife Eleanor (Bissonnette) , 
Guingrich have been in business here since 199. 


Vernon worked five years here for Charles Martin prior 
to purchasing the grain company. 


Thomas and Susie pictured above are the two youngest 
children of Mr. & Mrs. Guingrich. Delores (Guingrich) 
Kiser of Wolcott and George, not pictured, are the old- 
est children. 


We take great pride in being a part of this community 


Guingrich Grain Co. 


LEHNEN'S MUSIC CO. 
"White County's only Music Store" QUENTIN RAUER 


Broker for 


Real Estate 
Securities 


Kinsman Organs 
Kimball Pianos 
Band |nstruments 


Stereo Hi Fi Sel! or Trade 


all Indiana 


Instrument Repairs ane 
Securities 


Private Instruction 
Rental Plan 
Records and Sheet CONGRATULAT 1 ONS 
Music 
FOR 100 YEARS OF PROGRESS 


Ree ae Phone. 
Wolcott, Ind. Monon 
CU 3-2135 


26'S. Malinistes 
Monticello 


: MEYERSEN COMPANY 
ALBERT "PEP" OBERLANDER 


Compliments to 
CUSTOM CORN SHELLING Wolcott for 
GRAIN HAULING lOO years of 
ROOF WEED MOWERS Progress 


CONGRATULATIONS KK 


WOLCOTT , Phone 


INDIANA CR 944203 LIVESTOCK LEASING ENTERPRISES 


WOLCOTT, IND. Phone CR 9-474] 


R.V. Steel Works 


Wm. J. Glotzbach 
Brookston, Ind. JO 3-0068 


itioning - 


Tel. Wolcott CR 9-935] 
Air Condi 


Located 8 miles south of 
Wolcott on State Road 53 


TWENTIETH CENTURY WELDERS 


CUSTOM WELDING 
FARMER'S HARDWARE 


Too Tired to Turn Your Head? 


olcott, Indiana 


Aletha Krohn has been serving Your new automatic dial system. 
the public since I9Gl. 


Compliments of 
UNITED TELEPHONE COMPANY OF INDIANA, INC. 


Compliments from Your Compliments of 
MEADOW BROOK FARM 


Dek ALB | ANGUS CATTLE 


SEED SALESMAN Roy Keller and Family 


Maurice (Jack) Mathew 
Wolcott. CR 9-496? 


“Centennial Snow” 


Frank Menefee's Car south of Long line of cars waiting at the 
town on State Highway 53. intersection of U. §S. 24 and State 
Highway 53 for the roads to be cleared. 


Sunday, April 16, 1961 will be well remembered by many people. On that date 
nearly six inches of snow fell on Wolcott. Around 500 motorists were stranded 
in town, staying in private homes, churches, the school, and the Wolcott House. 
Roads out of town were not opened until the afternoon of the following day. 


Congratulations Thomas Construction 
Wolcott, Indiana 
WOLCOTT COIN LAUNDRY 


Lawrence 
The Toops Family aoe 


Compliments of 


Congratulations from 


Dig Ee ee NE OCH ee OEN ie 


Fosters have had the pleasure of 
THE STAPLE GROCERY serving this comunity since 190 
Willis & Marie Deardor ff 
Phone CR 9-431 ! Foster & Son 


Small Motor Parts and Repairs 


Wolcott, Indiana 
Wolcott, Indiana 


WESTERHOUSE = GARAGE 


Best Wishes 
Dr. FRANK L. BAYNES, M. D. 


ZENITH - THE ROYALTY OF TV & RADIO 
Compliments of 


Eramk €. WMienefee 
ZENITH SALES AND SERVICE 
Wolcott Phone 9-4181 Indiana 


JOE'S RECREATION PARLOR 


Proud to participate even 
Without the Beard 
MAURICE A. SIGO 
Junction 53 - 24 - 231 Remington, |ndiana 
Wolcott, Indiana Phone 261-2974 
Equitable Life Insurance 
Farm and Mortgage Loans 


LUTHI'S SERVICE AND COFFEE SHOP 


Proud to Participate at Compliments of 
Our Only Centennial FURRER'S CITY SERVICE 
ROY AND BERTHA GRUGEL 


MOBILGAS - GROCERIES - NOVELTIES 


CITIES 


SERVICE 


GEORGE W. CROSBY 


RANGER EQUIPMENT 
AND 
Short orders and meals TODD SEED CORN 


Wolcott Phone CR 9-5612 


NORTH END CAFE 
(formerly Gram's) 


POINDEXTER SHELL Cuno linente'or 


WALT AND ESTHER'S 


Barber and Beauty Shop 


Gas, Oil, and Tires 


Wolcott, Indiana 


DEARDORFF GAS & ELECTRIC 
BORDEN ICE CREAM COMPANY Frigidaire Sales & Service 
serving you through 


Nordyke & Co. 
Little Gril! 
Luthi's Coffee Shop 


Wolcott, Ind. Phone CR 9-541 | 


HOME HEATING COOK | NG 
TRACTOR FUEL WATER HEATING 


HEAVY DUTY BULK TANKS REFRIGERATION 


GRAIN DRYER FUEL 


Compliments of 


White County Skelgas Service 


Phone |1| Reynolds, Indiana 


J. G. FORBES 


Registered 
Representative 


PAUL CLAUSS 


Auctioneer 
& 


Representative: National 
security Life Insurance Co. 


Wolcott CR 9-5732 


Congratulations 


FLORA VETERINARY SERVICE 


Compliments for 
|00 Years of Progress 


Custom Corn Shelling 
Hauling and Drying 
Hay Baling 
BOB DeMOSS 


Phone CR 9-4754 Wolcott, Ind. 


MR. BUSINESS MAN: You can be sure of 
quality advertising gifts purchased from: 


NEWTON MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
Specialties since |90Q 
Representative: 

Walter F. Dobbins 
Phone 12-E Reynolds, Ind. 
We stand behind our product. 


Comp! iments of 


Dr. Violet C. Forbes, M. D. 
Wolcott, Indiana 


HOOSIER KNOLL FARM 
Reg. Brown Swiss Cattle 


Mr. & Mrs. Albert Hendress and Sons 


Jerry - James - Steven - Jeffrey 


JIM HUMPHREYS 
Auctioneer 
Wolcott, Ind. 


Your Confidence has been appreciated 


OVERMEYER FARMS 


Congratulations Wolcott for 


100 Years of Progress 


CHARLEY LOWE ROOFING COMPANY 
2l2 E. Condo 
Monticello 
Phone JU 3-773 
Roofing - Siding - Insulation 


Comb. Storm Windows and Doas 
Awnings 


— = 


GROUND LIME 
STONE FOR 
AGRICULTURAL 
PURPOSES 


Modern Views of the homes and businesses of Wolcott 


MEETS INDIANA 


CO AND MICHIGAN 


STATE HIGHWAY 


= ‘9 SPECIFICATIONS 
O STONE “ 
mS THAT 1S ALL oO 
STONE 4 
PHONE 4101 MONON, INDIANA 


Monon Crushed Stone builds modern communities 


Bank of Reynolds 


Established 1897 


Member of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
Member of the Federal Reserve System 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
AND 


Reynolds Sale Barn BEST WISHES 


The Red Arrow 


Sale Every Monday 


Daily Hog Market 


Charcoal 
Monday thru Friday 


Broiled 


< 
F. F. Snyder, Mgr. oteaks 


Reynolds Phone 7| Burdel! Solomon, owner 


Reynolds, Indiana 


Compliments of Congratulations from 


Heinhold Hog Market, Inc. 


RENSSELAER SAND AND GRAVEL CO. 


CRUSHED STONE 
WASHED SAND AND GRAVEL 
FILL DIRT 


State and Federal Specifications 
14-15-17 Sands 


JOE CRITSER, OWNER 


Phone 417 Rensselaer, Indiana 


GOODLAND, INDIANA 


Paul Schrader, Mgr. 
Phone AX 7-3lel 


Congratulations on 


; 100 Years of Progress and Prosper ity 
Culp Grain Elevator 


We are proud to be a neighbor 


| ROUND GROVE 
| BROOKSTON, IND. 


(STANDARD ) 


| Phone JO 36/5! 
STANDARD CIL - REYNOLDS 


All Grain Bought 
Fertilizer 


Howard Hill Dealer 
C. W. Yates, Agent 


Congratulations from 
CHEW'S 


LEON ALLEN 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Limestone - Crushed Stone 
Sand - Gravel - Black Dirt 
REYNOLDS Phone 215 


REGAL STORE 
C. A. Largen, Mor. 
Reynolds Phone 59 


Compliments of 


THE ROSE 


RUEMLER'S HARDWARE 


Cocktail Lounge 


Reynolds, Indiana 
y Jeanette Scifert - Reynolds 


REYNOLDS LUMBER & COAL CO 
Reynolds, Ind. Phone 26 


FRANCIS HOLCOMB - REYNOLDS 
Phone 70 - Box 33 


Complete Dump Truck Service 
Lime Stone - Lane Stone 
Fill Dirt - Rock Phosphate 


Kurfees Paints, Cement, Quality 
Lumber ,Coal & Building Materials 


STELL'S BEAUTY SHOP 
Between 


Compliments of 


Best Wishes from 
BUSCHMAN FERTILIZER SERVICE 


REYNOLDS, INDIANA 


Reynolds and Monticello 


Phone 5X 


RENSSELAER READY 
MIX CONCRETE BLOCKS 


REINFORCING MATERIALS 
Phone 778 


Char les Howard 
Feidhaus Bruce 


National Grain Storage, Inc. 
OFFICIAL WEIGHTS AND GRADES 
STORAGE FOR GRAIN COMMODITIES 
BOX 129, REYNOLDS, INDIANA 


Congratulations 
on your extends to Wolcott 
Fj e ® 
irst its best wishes 
lOO Years for ci 


BETTER COIL & TRANSFORMER successful 


CORPORA ; 
ae centennial 
GOODLAND, INDIANA 

year. 


. 7 o 5 


-RENSSELAER-ON HIGHWAY 53 


Artificial Insemination 


The Latest techniques using A. B. S. 
Liquid Nitrogen Frozen semen 320° F. 
below zero. Tet 

Progeny and performance tested. Lucas and Hansel 
Beef bulls - Santa Gertrude's,Charolais, | 
Brahman, Beef Shorthorn, Angus, 

Horned ard Polled Hereford, also dairy Prescription Specialists 
sires of all breeds. 


Charles E. Mathew 
Phone 7/ 
Rensselaer, Indiana 


Pharmacy, Inc. 


Remington and Rensselaer 


) / 
AMERICAN 
BREEDERS 

SERVICE 


The 
White County Repub! ican 
Central Committee 
expresses 
Interest in and Best Wishes 
to the 


WOLCOTT COMMUNITY 
on 


Their Centennial Celebration 


Newel! Timmons, Chairman Mary Washburn, Treasurer 
Eleanor Gisser, Vice-Chrm. Margaret Shaffer, Secretary 
Charlotte Phillips, Exec. Sec. 


FOR YOUR FARM NEEDS, CALL 


Charles Leader 


RFD |, Brookston, Ind. 
Phone JO 3-56u9 


Agent for: 


@ Wisconsin & Southern Assoc. FEEDER PIGS 
@ KIDMAN'S FEEDS SINCE 1890 


@ SUPER-CROST HYBRID SEED CORN BY 
EDW. J. FUNK & SONS 


EDW. J. FUNK & SONS 
Seated, 1. to r.: Bernard, Edw. J. and Bill -- Back row: 
Louis, Harold, John, Paul and Carl. 


Edw. J. Funk and his seven sons con- 
gratulate the Wolcott Community on th 


observance of its 100th Anniversary. 


For more than a quarter of a century, 
Edw. J. Funk & Sons have produced hy- 
brids of the highest quality to give 
the greatest possible yields to farm- 
ers of the Wolcott area as well as 
the entire Corn Belt. 


More recently the Edw. J. Funk & 


General Offices 


Uf 
CUNK ¢ 
*UVER UIST NY ORIOS 


e 


dw. 9 Funk & Sons 


SONS 


Ssons' Company has added new devel- 
opments in agricultural sciences, 
namely: anhydrous ammonia and li- 
quid fertilizers, along with a mod- 
ern soil testing Laboratory. 


It is with sincere appreciation that 
the Company thanks its patrons in the 
Wolcott Community for the business 
given to them through the years -—- 
may its citizens continue to prosper 
and achieve during their next century. 


Kentland, Indiana 


O\ 
pw 


The B & B Store 


Kentland, Indiana 


Paul Bruck, Prop. 


MEN'S AND BOY'S CLOTHING 


Wolcott Masonic Building 1804 
SW corner of Market & Range Streets 


Just a few years ago 


SEATHERBONE SSORSET. 


Boned with Featherbone, 
Latest Style, Correct in Shape, . 
Extra Long Waist, : 

Best Materials, 

Absolutely penalise 


~ REATHERBONE™ ‘WEAIST. 


ve Fine Sateens, 
Patent Expansion Busts, 
Perfect Form and Comfort, 
Recommended by Eminent Physicians. 


PRESS FORM CORSET. 


LATEST MODEL, 


ELEGANT SHAPE, 
LONG WAIST, Those Better Portraits 


Boned with. Featherbone. Are Alwavs Mad 
x frehans are Authorized to refund the Money fo ys Made At 


ae Corsets or Waists, if not Entirely 
3 Satisfactory after FOUR WEEKS TRIAL. ? y 
ee CORSET CO, Sole Manufactarers,” Bi Gla ars Slick 


LAMKAZOO, MICHIGAN, f x3 KENTLAND, INDIANA 


CONGRATULATIONS WOLCOTT 


The Farmers Cooperative Company 


DEALERS IN 
Grain, Coal, Tile, Cleaning, Fertilizer, 
Seed, Fencing, Baler Twine 


Phone 26| - 213! 
Remington, Indiana 


CONGRATULATIONS 
lOO YEARS WELL DONE 


Farmers National Bank of Remington 


Your Neighbor 


Member of F. D. |. C. Remington, Indiana 


Silver Lane Hybrids 


Modern seeds with old-fashioned service 
Purple Ribbon Hybrid Seed Corn 


Indiana Certified Seed Grains 


Glenn L. Kinsel | G. Robert Kinsel | 


Blue Flame Gas 
BOTTLE AND BULK INSTALLATIONS 


We carry a complete line of gas appliances 


Furnaces SW Stock Tank Heaters 


Space Heaters Ranges 


Water Heaters BLE Incinerators 
Wall Furnaces E. MEE Clothes Dryers 
Unit Heaters yn Gis Ss Chick Brooders 
——EEE” 
We are equipped to do your complete forced-air installation 


Call us for FREE estimates on your heating needs 


24 - HOUR SERVICE 


Plants at 


Remington Winamac Francesville 
Phone 261-2332 Phone LO 7-9I16 


CONGRATULATIONS WOLCOTT 
TO A CENTURY OF PROGRESS 


Peck’s IGA Supermarket 


Remington, Indiana 


Quality Meats 
You can't beat 


IGA Tablerite 


Veats Fresh 


Crisp Produce 
Prepriced & 


Satisfaction Se| f--Service 


Guaranteed 


Completely Self-Service - Large Roomy Carts - 
Large Shopping Area - Everyday Low Prices - 
The Trend Today is to IGA 


Peck’s Shoes 


Rensselaer and Remington 


We offer you two very modern shoe stores filled with 
quality footwear - Famous nationally advertised brands 


Velvet Step & Trios -- For Women 


Weather Bird & Happy Hikers -- For Children AMAA Narrow 
City Club & Wesboro —— for Men & - ie) 
Peter's Work Shoes Boys EE Wides 


Ball Band - Quality Red Ball Jets, Summerettes, & Rubber footwear Texas boots - 
Children's, Ladies', and Men's cowboy, wellington's, and Chukka Boots 


NEWTON COUNTY LOAN & SAVINGS. 


GOODLAND, INDIANA 
(SINCE 1894) 


INSURED SAVINGS ---- HOME OWNERSHIP 
(Keys to a Secure Future) 


FRED CROWDEN SALES, INC. 


DRY PROPANE GAS 
and 
APPLIANCES 


GOODLAND, INDIANA 


VON TOBEL LUMBER CO. OF REMINGTON, INC. 
Phone 261-2141 or 261-2142 
Other locations: Winamac - Monticello 
Francesville 
"Everything to Build Anything" 
Where your dollar goes much further 


Success to Your Centennial 


WOODY 'S SNACKSHOP 


Remington, Indiana 


REMINGTON BOWLING ALLEYS 


BOB BROOKS 


Ward C. Lewis 


HUMSTON CHEVROLET SALES 
NEW - USED - CARS - TRUCKS 
Phone AX 7-3222 
GOODLAND, INDIANA 


Beckley Implement 
Company, Inc. 
Allis Chalmers - New Idea 
New Holland and Kewanee 
sales - Service - Parts 


Goodland, Indiana 
Phone AX 7-44 | 


Schieler Ensulating Co. 
Phone 261-2475 sos scnreLeR 


Remington, Indiana 


Comp! iments of 
HARRY'S TAVERN, INC. 


Harry and Erv 


Remington, Ind. 


REMINGTON AUTO PARTS 
New and Used Parts 


Eugene H. Lewis 
REMINGTON, INDIANA 


BIRDS-EYE VIEWS OF MODERN WOLCOTT IN 1961 


View to the Northeast Wolcott Theater Building 


This is what we saw at the movies in 1916 


FORMERLY JACKSON’S ELECTRIC THEATRE 


| SATURDAY, MAY 27 
Mary Fuller--the idol of millions--in 


‘The Heart of A Mermaid’ 


- A Beautiful Drama of the Sea 
“THE FEMALE HATERS’”--Comedy- 
- TUESDAY, MAY 30 


"The Traction Grab" 
The Third Episode Of 


GRAFT 


| “THE BOOB’S VICTORY”--A Two-Reel Fea- § 
& | ture Comedy d 


THURSDAY, JUNE 1 


BROADWAY FEATURE 
The Great Actor, Hobart Bosworth, in 


“The White Scar” 
_A Tense Drama of the Far North in 5 Acts 


a nay Tt a "4 ‘/ aT 
ty ' 


Remington Ready Mix, Inc. State Bank of Remington 


Car| Pampe| Arnold Atkinson 


Phone 261 - 244] 


Remington, #ndiana 


Mr. Brown, our banker and Centennial 
chairman, has come to a Wad end. 


WOLCOTT BUSINESSES DURING THE CENTENNIAL 


Fern McKillip, Centennial Sheriff 


VISIT OUR 


RAY and EDWIN BYROAD 
CUSTOM TRUCKING 


Phone 216-2732 Remington 


REMINGTON MOTOR CO. 


Sales PONTIAC Service 


Phone 261 - 2666 
Remington, Indiana 


Harold and Robert Bollier 


DANCING AND SKATING 
at the 


MAY 
MOTOR 
SALES 


New and Used Cars 
SERVICE AND REPAIRING 
Phone 261-2555 Remington 


BIDDLE FARMS 


FARM SEEDS 
ANGUS CATTLE 


Chester B. Biddle and Son 
Remington, Indiana 


REMINGTON LOCKER PLANT 


Custon Slaughtering 


RAINBOW GARDENS 
Wolcott, Indiana 
Check our time Schedule 


in the newspapers. 
SMIDLER FAMILY 


Processing, Wrapping and 
Freezing for your locker 
or home freezer 


GROCERY AND MARKET 


GENERAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Biographical History of Tippecanoe, White, Jasper, Newton, Benton, Warren, 
and Pulaski Counties, 1399 
Charles L. Foster, Introduction to White County History. 
Goodspeed, History of White County, 1883 
Hamelle, White County History, Volume I and II, 1915. 
Milton M. Sill, History of White County. White County Historical 
Society. (unpublished) 
ERRATA (CORRECTIONS) 


p- 35 top "Orpha" not Irpha-p. 43 bottom "Westerhouse" not Westerhousr-p. 55 
blizzard "March 6 to 9, 1931"- p. 64 "T-5 or Cpl. Ray Plummer"- p. 69 third 
row "Jack Kingsbury"- p. 70 first row "Leonard Navarra", third row "Richard 
Wheeler, Richard Winger, Anthoni Wetli"- p. 31 omit Carolyn Lehe, no such 
person- p. 89 title "by Velma Nordyke"- p. 97 "Royalton" not Foyalton- p. 102 
"Katrina" Johnson- p. 103 third line from bottom should read "dormitory known 
as Wolcott Hall to Wabash College and the Wolcott House to Princeton Township" 
p. 105 picture, driver is Len Sutton. p. 105 thirteenth line "1959" not 1958. 
p. 103, seventh line "replacing the eight fireplaces."- p. 113 title "by 
Velma Nordyke- p. 128 title "by Mabel Griffin." 
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D & L PRINTING Co. 
CONGRATULATES WOLCOTT 


We are proud to have printed your centennial book! 


ae are some scenes taken during work on the book. 


Offset 
Printing 


Offset 
Negatives 


Varityper 
Compos ing 


Advertising 
Brochures 


Letterpress 


Printing Claudia making an adjustment on the big 
Robertson 320 process camera. 


Photo on 
Service 


Mary Ann adjusting the large offset : 
press which can print a 4" x ¢ 20"sheet Service 


PLeciy tc 
Collating 


PLOSTIG 
Binding 


Showcards 
& Posters 


: . si ," 0 t : sos att = i i 
Diane punching sheets which will patie: Mary Ann setting a heading with phototype. 


later be bound with plastic binding 


on this same machine. { Some of the girls te are part 


of our model service ) 


PRINTING CO. 


312 Brown Street Lafayette, Indiana 
PHONE SH 2-7063 


One Hundred Years 


Wolcott, our beautiful, quiet town, 
This year is receiving great renown. 

A century ago 'twas a grassland bare, 
That only the Indians seemed to share. 


Then came the hunter and trapper band, 
Exploring this grassy and swampy land, 
Broking the trail for the wagon trains, 
Bringing the settlers to take up their claims. 


They cleared the land and planted the seed, 

and put up the hay for their cattle to feed. 

Hundreds of cattle were watched as they grazed, 

And other settlers came on the trail they'd 
blazed. 

Out of this dreary and lonely place, 

Fine farms appeared this land to grace. 

On came the railroads to the Grand Prairie 

Connecting with river boat and the ferry. 


Wealthy barons came from the East to the West, © 
With a great deal of money they hoped to invest. 
They purchased from soldiers their new land grants, 
Who wanted the cash after their first glance. 


Among these men came an Anson A. Wolcott, 

Along with the Earls, Fowler, Kent and the lot, 
With the intention of building homes and to stay, 
They bought up this land in that early day. 


Yes, Wolcott, when this settling had just begun, 
Established our town May fifteenth, Sixty-One. 
Many came and the town and businesses grew, 
They moved in from Clermont and Fayette, too. 


The town was incorporated by men of renown, 

And later dissolved, as it did not prove sound. 
Wolcott had the largest hay barns in the state, 
and the town progressed at a rapid rate. 


Wolcott's had mills and factories too, 
And always encouraged some enterprise new. 
There's been reverses and disastrous fires, 
But these did not alter man's desires. 


God Bless our town on the Prairie Grand, 

And bring peace and prosperity to our land. 

May the next hundred years show progress and expansion, 
And may the pioneer spirit always enhance them. 
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